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E  F  A  C  E, 


XT  is  now  nearly  leven  years  fince  Mr, 
Boodle,  of  Ongar,  in  Ellex,  told  me  that,  in 
his  opinion,  many  nerv^ous  difeafes,  and  many- 
pulmonary  afFediions,  originate  in  a  diforder 
of  the  Liver.  He  regretted  his  inability  to 
inveftigate  the  fnbjed  by  dilTedion,  and  m'ged 
me  to  endeavour  to  afcertain,  by  that  method, 
how  far  his  ideas  were  well  founded,  or  other- 
wife.  The  refult  of  thefe  enquiries  is  related 
at  the  conclulion  of  the  firft  paper  in  this 

Volume, 

Haying 


Vi  |*^REFACfi. 

Having  thus  been  led  to  pay  attention  to 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  and  their 
connexion  with  other  difeafes,  in  the  relation 
of  caufe  or  eiFeft ;  the  importance  of  the  in- 
veftigation  in  which  I  had  engaged  graduajly 
increafed  in  my  eftimation.  I  foon  perceived 
that  the  fubje6t  was  of  the  higheft  confequence 
in  the  pratftice  of  furgery ;  for  local  difeafes 
difturb  the  functions  of  the  digeftive  organs  ; 
and,  converfely,  a  deranged  ftate  of  thofe  or- 
gans, either  occurring  in  confequence  of  fuch 
fympathy,  or  exifting  primarily  as  an  original 
difeafe,  materially  afreets  the  progrefs  of  local 
complaints.  The  fads  which  I  have  collefted, 
mnd  the  obfervations  which  I  have  made  rela- 
tive to  thefe  fulyecls,  vAll  be  found  in  the 
fubfequent  paper.  It  feems  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  one;  to  promulgate  any  ufeful  fadts  which 
he  may  poliefs,  relating  to  an  important  fub- 
ject,  in  order  to  excite  general  attention  to  it ; 
by  which  the  knowledge  of  that  fubjecl  is 
likely  to  obtain  the  greatell  and  moll  rapid 

increafe. 


PREFACE,  Vii 

increase.  Influenced  by  this  Gonfnieration, 
and  believing  that  the  fads 'Which  I  have  col* 
leded  nierit'>attention,  I  fubmit  them  to  the 
judgment  of  the  pubhck. 

It  is  no  more  than  juftice  to  ftate,  that 
opinions  of  a  fimilar  kind,  with  refpect  to  the 
influence  of  the  hepatic  fundion  on  various 
forms  of  difeafe,  have,  for  fome  years  paft, 
been  delivered  by  Dr.  Curry,  Phyiician  to 
Guy's  Hofpital,  in  his  lectures  upon  the  The- 
ory and  Practice  of  Medicine ;  and  that  our 
furprife  was  mutual,  at  finding  fuch  coinci- 
dence of  fentiment  upon  a  fabjecl  hitherto  fo 
little  adverted  to.  Until  Dr.  Curry,  however, 
fliall  lay  the  refult  of  his  labours  before  the 
publick,  which  be  is  now  preparing  to  do,  it 
is  impoffible  to  fay'  how  fiir  our  ideas  may 
correfpond  in  the  detail ;  but  when  two  per- 
fons  begin  an  inveftigation  with  principles 
nearly  fimilar,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  unreafonable 

to 
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to  expeft,  that  the  fa6ls  which  they  colled^;, 
and  the  obfervations  which  they  make,  though 
in  different  lines  of  the  profeflion,  will  be 
found  mutually  to  fupport  and  illuftrate  each 
otheio 


On 
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On  tlio/e  Diforders  of  the  Syjlcm  in  general^  and 
of  the  digeftive  Organs  in  particular,  zvkich 
accompany  local  Difeafes,  and  tchich,  xchether 
they  be  fympathetic  or  idiopathic,  conjiderably 
^bftruct  the  Cure  of  thefe  Difeafes, 

An  evil  feems  to  me  to  have  arifen  from 
the  artificial  divifion  of  the  healing  art  into 
the  medical  and  furgical  departments.  This 
divilion  has  caufed  the  attention  of  the  phy- 
fician  and  furgeon  to  be  too  exclufivelj  di- 
red:ed  to  thofe  difeafes,  which  cultom  has  arbi- 
trarily allotted  to  their  care.  The  efte<fts  of 
local  diforders  upon  the  conftitution  have,  in 
confequence,  been  too  little  attended  to;  and 
indeed  I  know^  of  no  book;,  to  v^-hich  I  can 
refer  a  furgical  Itudent  for  a  fatisfadlory  ac- 
count of  thofe  febrile  and  nervous  affections^ 
which  local  difeafe  produces,  except  that  of 
l  .  B  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hunter*.  The  reciprocal  operation  of 
conftitutional  diforders  upon  local  difeafes  has 
obtained  ftill  lefs  attention.  To  invelligate 
more  particularly  Ibme  parts  of  thefe  fubjecfts^ 
and  to  bring  them  forwards  to  public  notice, 
are  the  propofed  objects  of  the  prefent  paper. 

No  part  of  the  animal  body  can  be  very 
coniiderably  difordered,  without  occalioning 
a  correfpondent  derangement  of  the  whole 
conilitution.  Such  diforder  has  been  conli- 
dered  by  Mr.  Hunter  as  the  refult  of  univerfal 
fympathy.  This  confent  of  the  whole  con- 
iHtution  with  its  parts,  manifelis  itfelf,  in  par- 
ticular inftances,  by  a  greater  dillurbance  of 
the  funclions  of  fome  organs  than  of  others ; 
and  from  this  circumltance  thefe  difeafes  have 
derived  the  appellations^  by  which  they  are 
commonly  diltingiiiihed.  If  the  aftions  of 
the  fanguiferous  lyftem  be  principally  dif- 
turbed,  and  the  temperature  of  the  body  fub* 
j.ect  to  i^nnatural  variations,  the  diieafe  is 
termed  fever :  if  the  nervous  fyftem  be  chiefly- 

*  Treatlfe  on.  the  B-lood>  Iiiflammation,  &c; 
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aftedled,  a  ftate  of  Tigllance  or  of  delirium  maj 
be  produced :  convulfions  arid  tetanus  take  place 
when  the  mufcular  lyftem  is  more  particularly 
difordered.  Though  the  efpecial  diforder  of 
particular  organs  thus  gives  a  charadler  and 
denomination  to  the  difeafe,  it  is  fufficientlj 
evident,  in  every  inftance^  that  the  whole 
conftitution  is  difl:urbed>  and  that  parts  of  it 
are  chiefly  affefted,  perhaps  from  unknown 
circumflances  relative  to  the  nervous  fyfteni, 
or  it  may  be  from  a  predifpoiition  to  diforder 
exifting  in  the  parts,  which  are  chiefly  affedled/ 
It  feems  to  be  afcertained,  that  pcrfons  of 
particular  conftitutions  are  predifpofed  to  thofe 
febrile  aftions  of  the  fanguiferous  fyflem, 
which  conftitute  the  inflammatory  fever ;  that 
there  is  a  propenllty  to  convulfions  in  chil- 
dren, and  to  tetanus  in  the  inhabitants  of 
Warm  climates , 

It  may  be  a  fit  fubjed  for  enquirjr,  whether 
it  be  poliible  for  particular  organs  to  becotn^ 
affected  otherwife,  than  through  the  nledium 
of  the  nervous  fyflem  in  general.  Though 
fome  indances  of  fympathy  are  Itrange,  and 

B  2  perhaps 
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perhaps  inexplicable,  it  muft,  I  think,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  inflammatory  fever,  the  ftate 
of  vigilance  and  delirium,  convulfions  and  te- 
tanus, which  arife  in  confequence  of  injuries 
of  the  limbs,  are  produced  by  irritation  im- 
parted to  the  brain,  which,  by  a  kind  of  re- 
ilefted  operation,  occajions  a  greater  diforder 
of  fome  organs  than  of  others,  and  thus  gives 
a  charadler  and  denomination  to  the  difeafe. 

That  the  fiomach  and  bowels  are  difordered 
by  injuries  and  difeales  of  parts  of  the  body/ 
has  been  remarked  by  various  perfons ;  but 
the  fubjeft  has  never  been  exteniively  fur- 
veyed,  nor  viewed  with  that  accuracy  of  ob- 
fervation,  which  its  high  importance  merits. 
It  has  been  obferved  that  fprains  of  tendinous 
or  ligamentous  parts  produce  fudden  iicknefs ; 
and  Mr.  Hunter  has  attributed  that  Ihivering 
which  is  confequent  to  accidents,  and  attendant 
on  fome  difeafes,  to  the  Ihite  of  the  ftomach. 
It  is  alfo  known  that,  in  fome  local  injuries 
from  accident  or  operations,  the  fiomach  has 
appeared  to  be  the  part  principally  affecfted. 
But  thefe  remarks  have  been  made  onLyiin^a: 

curfory 
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curfory  manner;  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
examine  the  fubjed:  more  particularly.  The 
connexion  of  local  difeafes  with  the  ftate  of 
the  conftitution  in  general  alfo  appears  to  me 
either  not  fufficicntly  underftood  or  not  duly 
regarded  by  the  generality  of  practitioners  ;  and 
to  this  in  bjefl:  I  alfo  mean  to  claim  their  particular 
attention.  I  fliall  in  the  firft  place  feledl  two 
cafes  to  Ihew  how  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
or,  to  Ipeak  yet  more  extenlively,  ttie  digeftive 
organs  may  be  afFecled  from  local  diforder. 


CASE. 

A  healthy  gentleman,  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  was  induced  to  fubmit  to  an 
operation  for  the  return  of  an  adherent  omen- 
tal hernia,  rather  in  order  to  remove  the  in^ 
convenience  and  apprehenfion  which  the  dif- 
order occafioned,  than  from  any  urgent  ne*- 
ceffity ;  for  any  increafed  exertion  in  w^alking 
or  riding  produced  the  defcent  ©f  a  portion 
of  inteftine  behind  the  thickened  omentum, 
^nd  obliged  him  to  ftop^  and  replace  it:    and 

he 
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he  frequently  could  not  accomplilli  the  reduce 
tion  without  confiderable  diflicultj^  The  ap- 
plication of  trufles  had  been  quite  ineffectual 
in  obviating  thefe  alarming  inconveniencies, 

The  patient's  diet  on  the  day  preceding  th^ 
operation  w^s  fcanty,  ^nd  confined  of  fluid 
fubftances.  He  took  on  the  morniqg  of  the 
operation  fon:^e  Epfom  falts  and  manna,  which 
operated  twipe,  and  feemed  to  have  ernptied 
his  bowels.  A  portion  of  th^  omentum  was 
cut  off,  and  the  remainder  was  returned  after 
two  veiTels  had  been  tied.  The  operation 
was  followed  by  general  difprder  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  manifefted  by  a  full  and  ftrong  pulfe, 
furred  tongue,  great  anxiety,  reftleflhefs,  and 
total  want  of  fleep.  The  ftomach  was  par- 
ticularly affected,  being  diftended,  uneafy  pii 
<:ompreiIion,  and  rejecting  every  thing  that 
was  fwallQwed,  He  was  bled  largely  in  the 
evening,  and  took  faline  rriedicines,  but  could 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  fwallow  any  thing  elfe^ 
•except  fome  tpaft  and  Waiter.  The  iicknefs 
had  in  fonae  degree  abated  on  the  next  day, 
A  fqlution  of  mggriefia  vitriolata  in  mint  water 
'  i  was 
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was  prefcribed  in  fmall  occafional  dofes,  in 
order  to  relievt^  the  diftenlion  of  the  ftomach, 
and  the  unplealant  (tate  of  the  tongue,  by 
procuring  fome  dilcharge  from  the  bowels*. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day  he  took  an  ounce  of 
the  falts,  which  was  not  rejected  hy  the 
ftomach,  yet  he  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed 

*  Patients  not  unfreqiiently  fuffer  much  after  operations  from 
diforder  of  the  ftomach,  and  fonietimes  die  apparently  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  afFeftioii,  and  not  from  local  mifchief.  In  thele 
cafes  opium  fometimes  fails  to  quiet  the  irritability  of  tha  fto- 
Ijiach^  and  I  have  always  conlidcred  it  as  a  primary  obje6t  to 
produce  fecretions  into  the  bowels,  as  1  have  obiervcd  that,  if 
difcharges  can  be  procured  per  anum,  the  ftomach  becomes  tran- 
quil. The  magnefia  vitriolata  diifolved  in  common  mint  water 
or  peppermint  water,  in  fmall  and  repeated  dofes,  and  clyfters, 
are,  I  believe,  generaliy  direfted  to  produce  this  ettect.  It  m.uft 
be  acknowledged  that  it  is  diforder  of  the  brain  that  affects  the 
llomach  j  but  the  le-aftlon  of  the  latter  aiFeftion  increafes  and 
maintains  the  former,  by  which  it  was  produced.  Thefc  cnfeis 
are  exceedingly  various  with  regard  to  the  degree  and  kind  of 
the  diforder ;  fometimes  the  brain  feems  the  part  chiefly  aifedcd, 
and  the  nervous  energy  appears  to  be  greatly  impaired.  In  fuch 
cafes  cordials  feem  to  be  the  only  medicine  that  can  be  pre- 
fcribed  with  probable  benetit.  Sometimes  a  low  kind  of  deli- 
rium takes  place,  with  but  a  llight  degree  of  febrile  action. 
Sometimes  the  delirium  is  more  violent,  and  the  febrile  actions 
are  proportionably  increafed,  aticnded  v.ith  fubfultus  of  the 
mufcles  and  occafional  convulfiu-ns, 

upon 
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upon  to  take  any  thing  elfe.      The  tongue 
was  ftiil  covered  by  a  thick  yellow  fur;  the 
fein  was  hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulfe  frequent. 
As  there  was  no  particular  tendernefs  about 
the  hypogaftric  region,  he  was  not  again  bled. 
The   fecond  night   palTed  without    the   leaft 
fleep.     As  the  falts  had  produced  no  effect, 
the  fame  medicine  was  ordered  in  an  infulion 
of  fenna,  with  the  addition  of  fome  of  the 
tincture,    which,    by    being    given    in    vei-y 
fmall    dofes,    was    retained.       As,    however, 
no  efFecl   feemed  likely  to  refult  from    this 
medicine,   a  grain  of  calomel  was  given   at 
night,  and  repeated  on  the  following  morning. 
Still  the   loathing  of  food   continued.     The 
third  night  palTed,  like  the  former  ones,  with- 
out the  leaft  ileep,  and  with  great  anxiety. 
On  the  next  morning,   two  pills,  containing 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  colocynth.  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  the  pil.  aloet.  cum  myrrha,  were 
given  every  fourth  hour.     Tbefe  procured  no 
ftool,  nor  produced  any  fenfation  which  incline^ 
the  patient  to  believe  that  they  would  ope^ 
rate.     Again  he  palTed  a  night  without  fleep ; 
but,  towards  the  morning,  he  felt  his  bowels 

apparently 
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apparently  filling,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion, 
and  a  profule  difcharge  enfued.  A  dozen  co- 
pious, fetid,  and  black  evacuations  took  place 
between  five  and  ten  o*clock,  and  he  had  fe- 
veral  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ;  after 
this,  his  appetite  returned,  his  tongue  be» 
came  clean,  and  found  and  continued  fleep 
fucceeded. 

That  the  chylopoietic  organs  were  in  this 
cafe  the  parts  chiefly  afFeded,  can  fcarcely  be 
queftioned.  The  licknefs,  the  tendernefs 
of  the  parts  in  the  epigaflric  region,  the  dif- 
}ike  to  receive  any  thing  into  the  ftomach, 
and  the  ftate  of  the  tongue,  all  fl;ew  that  the 
ftpm^ch  was  much  difordered.  The  infufcep- 
tibility  of  the  bowels  to  be  operated  on  by 
thofe  medicines,  which  would  ordinarily  have 
produced  difcharges  from  them,  and  the  pro- 
fufe  evacuation  w^hich  afterwards  epfued^  and 
relieved  the  patient,  fhew  that  thefe  vifcera 
participated  in  the  aifedtion.  The  black  co- 
lour of  the  difchai^es  ihewS;,  I  think,  that  the 
iecretion  of  the  bile  was  not  healthy.  It  is 
probable  that  fome  portion  of  the  evacuated 

inatter 
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matter  proceeded  from  the  liver,  in  which 
cafe  it  might  be  juftly  inferred  that  this 
organ  was  afFecled  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  the  chylopoietic  vifcera. 

It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  injury  done  to 
the  omentum  might  contribute  to  produce  the 
diforder  of  thefe  organs,  rather  than  of 
others.  We  do  not,  however,  find  that  fuch 
cftecls  commonly  fucceed  to  fimilar  operations. 
The  ill  confequences  in  the  prefent  cafe  were 
greater  than  might  perhaps  have  been  expec- 
ted, if  it  were  not  known,  that  an  operation 
performed  on  a  healthy  patient  is  more  apt 
to  produce  conliderable  diforder,  than  w^here 
the  conftitution  has  previoufly  fuftained  the 
irritation  of  a  difeafe,  for  w^hich  the  operation 
becomes  neceflary. 

It  is  probable  alfo  that  the  reftleflhefs  and 
anxiety  of  the  patient  wxre  aggravated,  if  not 
principally  caufcd  by  the  ftate  of  the  chylo- 
poietic vifcera;  iince  the  rehef  which  took 
place  in  thofe  parts  on  the  renewal  of  fecre- 
tions  into  them,  certainly  removed  the  nervous 

fymptoms* 


OF   THE    DIGESTIVE    ORGANS,    &C.  II 

frmptioms.  That  the  difcharges  were  the 
efftA  of  fecretion  is  proved  by  the  abfence 
of  alimentary  matter  in  the  bowels,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  a6lion  of  the  purgative  admi- 
niftered  on  the  morning  of  the  operation,  and 
tlie  abftinence  both  before  and  after  that 
period*. 

I  could  relate  numerous  cafes  in  fupport  of 
the  inferences,  which  I  have  drawn  from  the 
preceding  hi  ftory  ;  that  local  irritation  afFecl- 
ing  the  nervous  fyftem  may  occalion  a  fubfe* 
quent  afFediion  of  the  digeftive  organs  of  a 

^  Two  inflances  are  recorded  in  Mr.  Pott's  "Woris  of  the 
,operation  for  the  reduction  of  an  hernia  being  perforiiied  where 
no  ftrangulation  exifled.  See  Pott's  Works,  vol.  III.  pp.  295, 
299,  edition  of  1783. 

Th^  operation  in  the  c?ife  ju.ft  related  was  undertaken  upon 
the  aiitliority  of  thele  cafes,  which  were  both  fuccefsful.  I  per- 
formed a  fimilar  operation  on  a  patient,  whole  life  had  been  twice 
in  imminent  hazard  from  ftrangulation,  in  a  cafe  of  adherent 
lepiplocele,  in  which  a  trufs  did  not  keep  up  the  hernia.  Thi^ 
/operation  was  followed  by  violent  peritonitis,  which  could  only 
be  fubdned  by  fuch  copious  and  repeated  ven«fe6lion,  as  endan- 
gered the  patient's  life.  Thefe  cafes  have  made  fuch  an  im- 
prellion  on  my  mind,  that  I  fiiould  be  very  averfe  in  future  t« 
jjudcrtake  fimilar  experiment^. 

moil 
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mofi:  momentous  nature,  and  which  appears 
to  be  the  fource  of  great  general  diforder  of  the 
fyftem,  becaufe  an  amendment  taking  place 
in  the  ftate  of  thofe  vifcera,  a  correfponding 
alleviation  of  the  general  fymptoms  enfues. 
Such  cafes  fucceeding  to  great  local  irritation 
muft  frequently  occur  to  every  one;  it  is 
therefore  unneceflary  to  adduce  more  inftances. 

I  ftiall  how^ever  relate  another  cafe  to  con- 
firm the  opinions  which  I  have  delivered, 
becaufe  it  appears  to  me  to  elucidate  ftill  more 
jny  prefent  fubject. 


CASE. 

A  gentleman  fell  with  his  leg  between  the 
bars  of  an  iron  grating,  which  ferved  as  a  win- 
dow to  a  cellar.  The  part  was  much  bruifed, 
the  Ikin  grazed,  and  the  tibia  broken  into 
three  or  four  pieces  at  its  upper  extremity. 
The  limb  was  put  up  in  fplints  by  a  neigh- 
bouring furgeon,  and  the  next  day  the  patient 
yequefted  to  fee  me  in  confultation.  I  at- 
tended 
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tended  for  a  few  days,   but  every  thing  went 
on  fo  well,    that  I  difcontinued  my  regular 
vifits,  and  only  called  occafionally,    without 
feeing  the  limb.    There  was  no  inflammation ; 
the  fwelling  which  had  been  occalioncd   by 
the  bruife  had  fubiided,    and  where  the  fkin 
had  been  grazed,  two  or  three  trivial  ulcers 
had  taken  place,  which  obhged  the  furgeon  to 
open  the  bandages  and  drefs  them  daily.     The 
patient's  health  had  been  fo  good,  that  about 
three  or  four  weeks  after  the  accident,  he  had 
fome  friends  to   dine  with  him  in  his  room, 
and  afterwards   played  at  cards  with  them^ 
and  parted  with  them,  in  the  evening,  in  high 
fpirits. .  In  the  middle  of  the  fame  night,  the  pa- 
tient fuddenly  became  delirious,  and  I  was  fent 
for  to  meet  the  other  fur2:eon  in  confultation. 
The  delirium  was  then  fo  great,  that  the  pa- 
tient knew  not  the  perfons  in  the  room.     On 
looking  at  the  leg,    with  a  view  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  this  unexpected  occurrence, 
it  was  found,  that  one  of  the  ulcers  of  the 
skin   on   the   outfide   of  the  limb,  on  which 
his  polition  had  produced  fome  preflure,  had 
become  deep,  and  apparently  penetrated   the 

fafcia, 
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fafti^,  fo  as  to  comnlutiicate  \vith  the  frac-. 
tured  bone,  and  thus  had  converted  a  fimpk 
into  a  compound  fraclure.  To  this  event  v/e 
could  not  but  attribute  the  Hidden  irritation 
of  the  conftitution^  and  the  dehrium.  Opium 
was  immediately  given,  which  quieted  this 
dilturbance  in  a  confiderabk  degree,  fo  that 
on  the  next  day  the  pulfe  v^^as  more  tranquil,, 
and  there  was  no  delirium.  On  the  following 
flay  his  domach  became  afFe6ted ;  he  was  lick> 
could  take  nothing  by  the  mouth,  had  the 
hiccough,  and  his  abdomen  was  diftended  likef 
that  of  a  perfon  in  tympanitis ;  whilft  the 
fenfes  and  intelledt  were  not  difordered  as  they 
had  been.  In  this  ftate  he  continued  about 
twenty-four  hours,  when  his  fufferings  were 
terminated  by  death.  As  fome  fufpicions  had 
arifen  that  the  head  or  abdomen  might  have 
been  hurt  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the 
body  was  infpecled ;  but  no  injury  of  thefe 
parts  was  difcovered.  Upon  examining  the 
leg,  it  was  found  that  the  external  wound 
communicated  with  the  fraftured  tibia,  which 
t\'as  broken  into  feveral  pieces ;  fome  of  the 
fractures,  afcending  in  a  perpendicular  direc- 
tion^ 
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tion,    communicated   with   the  joint   of  the 
knee. 

In  this  cafe  the  difceafe  was  of  too  fhort 
duration  for  obfervations  to  be  made  refped:- 
ing  the  fecretions  of  the  chylopoietic  organs ; 
but  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  complete 
atony  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  The, 
confideration  of  fuch  cafes  as  thofe  which 
have  been  related,  have  convinced  me  that 
local  irritation  may  produce  a  great  diforder 
of  the  digeffive  organs.  It  mufl,  I  think,  be 
granted,  that  it  produces  fuch  eftefts  through 
the  medium  of  the  nervous  lyftem,  and  that, 
by  a  kind  of  reflected  operation,  the  digeftive 
organs  become  affeded  fo  that  the  moft  mani- 
fefl  and  greateft  diforder  feems  to  exift  in 
them. 

Now,  if  vehement  local  irritation  can  pra# 
duce  fo  violent  a  difturbance  of  the  chylo- 
poietic organs,  it  may  be  expected  that  a  lefs- 
degree  of  a  limilar  caufe  will  produce  ilighter 
cffefts  of  the  fame  nature.  Indeed,  the  fore- 
going cafes  were  related  not  merely  becaufe 

they 
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they  feemed  worthv  of  record  by  tliemfelves 
(for  fuch  hiftt5ries  are  but  rarely  met  with  in 
medical  books),  but  chiefly  to  prepare  the 
reader  for  the  obfervations  which  are  to 
follow. 

This  flighter  kind  of  derangement  occurs  in 
cancerous  complaints,  which  rarely  fail  to  be 
accompanied  with  diforder  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera ;  to  which  afFeftion  I  am  induced  in 
general  to  attribute  *  that  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing which  has  been  fo  generally  remarked  in 
the  lail  ftages  of  the  difeafe.  We  find  the 
fame  ftate  of  the  chylopoietic  organs  in  the 
advanced  ftages  of  lumbar  abfcefs,  compound 
fraelures,  and  all  kinds  of  local  difeafe,  which 
impart  conliderable  and  continued  irritation 
to  the  whole  conftitution.  We  alfo  find  a 
lefs  important  difeafe,  as  for  inftance,  a  fretful 
#lcer,  keep  up  a  diforder  of  the  fyftem  in  ge- 
neral and  of  the  digeffive  organs  in  particular, 
which  fubfides  as  the  irritable  ilate  of  the  ulcer 
diminiihes.  But  as  praftitioners  in  general 
may  not  perhaps  have  fo  attentively  remarked 

*  Sec  Surgical  Obfervations,  Vol.  I. 

thefe 
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thefe  circumftances  as  to  be  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  them,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  men- 
tion a  very  common  occurrence,  which 
cannot  have  efcaped  obfervation.  I  alltide  to 
the  effects  of  the  irritation  of  teething  upon  the 
health  of  children.  The  Brain  is  fometimes 
fo  alFecfted  as  to  caufe  convullions ;  the  digeflive 
organs  are  almoft  conftantly  difordered.  The 
appetite  fails  ;  the  tongue  is  furred ;  the  fecre-* 
tions  of  the  liver  are  either  fufpended,  defi- 
cient, or  vitiated.  The  bowels  are  either  purged 
or  coflive,  and  the  f^ces  fetid.  The  fsecal  mat- 
ter is  often  mixed  with  mucous  and  other 
fecretions.  There  is  alfo  frequently  a  very 
troublefome  cough.  Such  fymptoms  gene- 
rally fubfide  when  the  local  irritation  ceafes, 
but  fometimes  the  diforder  of  the  digeflive 
organs,  thus  excited,  continues  and  diflurbs 
the  general  health  of  the  patient. 

If  local  irritation  be  capable  of  difordering 
the  bowels^  we  naturally  conclude  that  it 
ads  upon  them  through  the  medium. of  the 
brain.  If  alfo  the  brain  and  nervous  fyflem 
iliould   be   difordered,  without  any  apparent 

C  local 
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local  difeafe,  we  might  exped  fimilar  derange- 
ments  in  the  functions  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans. In  cafes,  where  fome  morbific  poifon  is 
abforbed,  which  produces  effects  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  fyphilis,  we  frequently  find  the  gene- 
ral irritation  of  the  confl:itution  accompanied 
alfo  with  that  diforder  of  the  bowels,  which  I 
now  proceed  more  particularly  to  defcribe. 

This  llighter  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic 
organs  is,  in  general,  manifefted  by  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  appetite  and  digefi:ion,  flatu- 
lence, and  unnatural  colour  and  fetor  of 
the  excretions,  w^hich  are  generally  deficient 
in  quantity.  The  tongue  is  dry,  whitifli,  or 
furred,  particularly  at  the  back  part;  this 
Ij^mptom  is  mofi:  apparent  in  the  morning. 
As  the  difeafe  advances,  a  tendernefs  is  felt 
when  the  epigafl:ric  region  is  comprelled,  and 
the  patient  breathes  more  by  the  ribs,  and  lefs 
by  the  diaphragm  than  in  the  healthy  ftate.  The 
urine  is  frequently  turbid.  I  am  inclined  to 
impute  thefe  fymptoms  (for  reafons  which  will 
be  hereafter  mentioned)  to  an  irritable  ftate  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs^  which  is  accompanied 

by 
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by  a  deiiciency  or  depravity  of  thofe  fecretlons^ 
upon  the  healthy  quahty  of  v^hich/  the  right 
performance  of  their  fimdions  depends.  As  all 
the  fecretions  poured  into  the  ahmentary  canal 
are  colourlefs^  except  the  bile,  in  that  alone 
can  any  defe6l  or  depravity  be  difcovered  by 
infpeftion. 

^  Before  I  proceed,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
enter  more  fully  into  a  conlideration  of 
the  lymptoms  v^hich  denote  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs;  in  order  to  induce  iur- 
geons  to  pay  that  ftricl  attention  to  them, 
which  the  importance  of  the  fubject  fo 
well  deferves.  It  would  indeed  be  impof- 
lible  for  the  reader  to  underftand,  without 
fuch  prefatory  obfervations,  my  objecl  in 
the  treatment  of  the  cafes  which  will  pre- 
fently  be  related,  or  the  opinions  which  I  hav© 
formed,  relative  to  their  mode  of  cure. 

The  changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in 
the  digeftive  organs  of  the  more  complicated 
animals  are  threefold ;  and  diltincl  organs  are 
allotted  to  each  of  the  three  proceiTes,     Digef- 

c  2  tion 
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tion  takes  place  in  the  llomach ,  chylification 
in  the  fmall  inteftines;  and  a  third  procefs, 
hitherto  undenominated,  is  performed  in  the 
large  inteftines.  It  is  probable  that  in  fome 
cafes,  one  fet  of  organs  may  be  more  difordered 
than  the  others,  and  of  courfe  one  of  thefe 
procefles  may  fail  more  than  the  reft.  For 
inftance,  the  ftomach  may  digeft  the  food  in 
a  healthy  manner,  although  the  inteftines  d§ 
not  perform  their  fliare  of  the  changes,  which 
they  ought  to  efFe6l. 

Diforder  of  the  ftomach  is  generally  mani- 
fefted  by  the  ftate  of  the  tongue.  If  there  be 
no  fever  to  difturb  the  fecretions  in  general,, 
the  change  which  is  vifible  in  the  tongue  can  be 
imputed  to  no  other  caufe  than  local  difeafe. 
or  a  participation  in  a  diforder  of  the  ftomach 
or  lungs.  Local  irritation  or  mental  anxiety 
will  caufe  a  white  and  dry  tongue ;  but  does 
not  this  effed:  arife  through  the  medium  of  an 
aiFedion  of  the  ftomach  ?  For  although  the 
fecretions  of  the  tongue  muft  partake  of  the 
general  difturbance  which  prevails  in  fever, 
their  efpecial  diforder  may  be,  in  that  cafe 

alfo. 
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alfo,  not  improperly  attributed  to  the  liate  of 
the  flomach. 

The  liate  of  the  tongue  is,  in  general,  an 
infallible  criterion  of  a  difordered  condition 
of  the  flomach;  but  it  does  not  point  out 
the  kind  and  degree  of  that  diforder.  In  re- 
cent and  conliderable  afiecftions,  where  the 
appetite  is  loft,  and  the  digeftive  powers  are 
greatly  impaired,  the  appearances  of  the  tongue 
^re  by  no  means  fo  ftrikingly  unhealthy  as  in 
more  confirmed  cafes,  where  neither  the  ap- 
petite nor  digeftion  appear  materially  deficient. 
Jt  is  probable  that  a  continuance  of  initation  in 
the  ftom_ach  may  fo  aiFeft  the  tongue,  as  to 
render  unnatural  fecretions  habitual  to  the 
part,  and  that  thefe  exift  independently  of  the 
original  caufe,  or  may  be  reproduced  by  trivial 
degrees  of  diforder.  Nay,  fometimes  the  cu- 
ticle of  the  tongue  feems  to  have  loft  its  tranf- 
parency,  and  to  become  permanently  white,  in 
confequence  of  continued  irritation. 

After  making  the  allowances,  which  fuch 
circumftauces  require^  wq  may  in  general  be 

enabled 
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enabled  to  detect  a  difordered  ftate  of  the  fto-* 
mach  by  obfervations  made  on  the  tongue  i 
and,  as  it  is  of  confequence  to  afcertain  fuch 
diforder  at  an  early  period,  v/hen  the  fjmp- 
toms  are  probably  flight,  this  organ  fliould  be 
obfers^ed  in   the   morning,   v/hen   it  will  be 
found  m_-ach   furred,   particularly  at  the  part 
next  the  throat.     Its  appearance  may  vary  in 
different  parts  of  the  day  from  varieties  in  the 
ftate  of  the  llomach,  depending  on  the  excite- 
ment which  is  derived  from  food,  or  a  Hate  of 
irritation  ariling  from  too  long  faffing.     The 
tongues  of  many  perfons  wath  diforder  of  the 
ftomach  look  moderately  healthy  during  the 
day,  though  they  have  been  fo  much  furred 
in  the  morning,  that  it  has  been  deemed  ne- 
celTary  to  fcrape  them, 

A  difordered  ftate  of  fecretion,  either  as  to 
quantity  or  quality,  will  be  the  natural  efted:  of 
irritation  of  a  fecreting  organ.  This  is  evidently 
the  cafe  wnth  the  tongue ;  and  we  may,  with 
great  probability,  conjecture  that  the  fame  con- 
fequence aifo  takes  place  in  the  llomach.  Since 
the  juices  of  the  ftomach  are  the  immediate 

agents 
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agents  in  digellion,  that  procefs  muft  be  dif- 
turbed  in  proportion  as  its  fecretions  are  de- 
ficient or  vitiated. 

If  undigefted  matter  pafs  from  the  ftomacli 
into  the  inteftines,  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed 
that  their  powers  are  capable  of  converting  it 
into  chyle ;  and  it  may  become  irritating  to 
thofe  organs  in  confequence  of  the  chemical 
changes,  w^hich  it  may  then  undergo.  Animal 
and  vegetable  matters  experience  conliderable 
chemical  changes  before  they  leave  the  fto- 
mach ;  and  thefe  changes  are  likely  to  increafe 
in  proportion  to  the  time  during  which  they 
are  detained,  unlefs  counteracted  by  the  powers 
of  the  digeftive  organs,   powders  which  feem 
chiefly  to  refide  in  the  fluids  which  are  fecreted 
into  them. 

The  extent  of  the  powder  w^hich  the  intef- 
tihes  pofl"efs  of  converting  the  fubftances  con- 
tained in  them  into  chyle,  or  of  preventing 
chemical  changes,  is  unknow^n.  It  is  probable 
that  much  unalfimilated  matter  is  abforbed  by 
the  ladeals,  when  the  digeftive  powers  fail  in 

their 
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their  functions.  This  is  demonftrably  the  cafe 
in  diabetes,  where  the  vegetable  matter  floats 
in  the  ferum  of  the  blood,  rendering  it  turbid, 
and  afterv^ards  combines  fo  as  to  form  fugar 
in  its  paflage  through  the  kidnies.  The  ftrong 
odour,  which  various  kinds  of  food  impart  to 
the  urine,  proves  alfo  the  indifcriminate  man^ 
ner,  in  which  different  fubllances  are  abforbed 
from  the  intefcines.  May  not  a  turbid  and 
fetid  ftate  of  the  urine  very  frequently  arife 
from  a  fimilar  caufe ;  viz,  from  the  imperfect 
aftion  of  the  digeftive  organs,  in  confequence 
of  which,  unalTimilated  matter  is  taken  up 
by  the  ladeals,  and  afterwards  feparated  from 
the  blood,  fo  as  tq  impart  thefe  qualities  to  the 
urine  ?  It  may  be  reafonably  conjed:ured  that 
the  fame  powers,  by  which  the  kidney  converts 
the  old  materials  of  our  body  into  that  pecu- 
liar modification  of  animal  matter,  which  is 
diffolved  in  the  water  of  the  urine,  and  which 
has  been  called  by  the  French  chemills  uree, 
may  alfo  enable  it,  in  a  healthy  and  vigorous 
ilate,  to  difpofe  of  much  imaffimilated  fub- 
ftance  in  a  iimilar  way.  The  further  confi- 
deration  of  this  fubjed  Vv'ould,  however,  lead 

to 
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to  a  difcuffion  foreign  to  the  purpofc  of  the 
prelent  paper :  it  will  be  lufficient  to  remark 
at  prefent,  that  the  liate  of  the  urine  may 
afford  ^ffiftance  in  afcertaining  the  exiftence 
of  diforder  of  the  digeliive  organs,  and  in  in- 
dicating its  nature.  It  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, in  the  brief  account  of  the  fymptoms, 
that  the  urine  is  frequently  turbid.  It  lliould, 
however,  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  quality 
of  the  urine  much  depends  on  the  ftate  of 
the  nervous  fyftem.  It  is  frequently,  in  the 
diforders  of  which  I  am  fpeaking,  pale-co- 
loured and  copious,  which  is  probably  owing 
to  a  ftate  of  ner^^ous  irritation,  fuch  as  exifts 
in  hyfteria.  It  is  not  improbable  that  dif- 
orders of  the  digeftive  organs,  by  cauling  the 
frequent  fecretion  of  unnatural  urine,  may 
produce  irritation,  and  fubfequent  difeafe  of 
the  kidneys. 

Modern  phyliologifts  feem  to  agree  in  the 
opinion  that  the  fuccus  gailricus  is  the  agent, 
by  which  digeftion  is  efiecled ;  but  they  are 
not  fo  unanimous  as  to  the  immediate  caufe  of 
chylification.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
fuccus  inteftinalis  is  a  principal  agent,  although 

its 
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its  qualities  have  not  yet  been  enquired  into ; 
for,  indeed,  the  inveltigation  would  be  atten- 
ded with  difficulties  almoft  infuperable. 

Since  the  bile  and  pancreatic  liquor  are 
poured  into  the  inteilines  at  a  fmall  dillance 
from  the  ftomach,  it  is  natural  to  conlider  thefe 
jftuids  as  ufefal  in  effecting  the  change,  which 
the  alimentarj  matter  undergoes  in  the  fmall 
inteftines,  namely,  its  converfion  into  chyle. 
The  chyme,  or  aliment  digefted  by  the  fto- 
mach,  being  vifcid,  the  pancreatic  juice  has 
been  conlidered  as  an  ufeful  and  neceliary 
diluent. 

The  ufes  of  the  bile  have  of  late  much  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  phyiiologilts.  Mr.  Hun- 
ter obferved  that  it  did  not  feem  to  incorporate 
with  the  chyle ;  and  it  certainly  cannot  do  fo, 
and  retain  its  own  nature,  iince  its  colour 
and  talte  are  fo  intenfe,  that  it  would  impart 
thefe  properties  to  the  chyle,  if  mixed  with  it 
in  the  fmallelt  quantity.  The  difficulty  of  con- 
ceiving that  the  two  tiuids  can  be  agitated  to- 
gether by  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  intef- 

tines. 
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tines,  without  becoming  incorporated,  has  led 
to  an  opinion  that  the  bile  may  combine  with 
the  aUmentary   matter,   and  lofe  its  original 
properties ;  but  nothing  of  this  kind  is  afcer- 
tained.     Fourcroy  thinks  that  the  alkali  and 
faline  ingredients   of  the  bile    may  combine 
with  the  chyle,  and  render  it  more  fluid,  while 
the  album.en  and  relin  may  combine  with  the 
cxcrementitious  matter.     It  is,  indeed,  evident 
that  the  bile   combines  either  totally  or  par- 
tially with  fomething  feparated  from  the  chyle, 
and  exifts  formally  in  it,  and  in  a  ftate   of 
health  uniformly  dyes  it  of  its  peculiar  colour ; 
and  therefore  it  has  of  late  been  fuppofed  that 
the  bile  may  ferve  to  purify  the  chyle,  by 
precipitating  and  combining  w^ith  its  feculent 
parts  *. 

It  has  been  faid  in  the  brief  and  general  re- 
cital that  has  been  given  of  the  fymptoms, 

*  In  the  enquiry  into  the  probable  ufes  of  the  bile,  it  ought 
to  be  obferved,  that  in  many  perfons^  in  whom  that  fecretion  is 
either  for  a  confiderable  time  wholly  fuppreffed,  very  deficient, 
or  much  depraved,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  nutrition  of  the 
|)ody  is  defedive. 

which 
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which  characterize  diforder  in  the  ch}  lopoietic 
organs,  that  the  llools  are  of  an  unnatural  cO' 
lour  and  odour.  Medical  men  entertain  various 
opinions  refpecling  the  colour  of  the  fasces  :  to 
nie  this  property  feems  generally  to  depend 
on  the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  bile.  All  the 
iecretions,  which  are  poured  into  the  alimen- 
tary canal;,  except  the  bile,  are  colourlefs  or 
white;  if,  therefore,  this  fluid  were  wanting, 
the  relidue  of  the  aliment  would  be  of  the 
colour,  which  might  be  expected  to  refult 
from  fome  of  its  undigefted  parts  combined 
together.  When,  for  inftance,  the  fecretion 
of  bile  is  flopped  by  the  irritation  of  teething 
in  children,  whofe  diet  is  chiefly  bread  and 
milk,  the  faeces  are  white  ;  when  this  fecretion 
is  obfl:ru6ted  in  adults,  the  Itools  are  pale  like 
whitifh-brown  paper. 

In  cafes  of  difeafe,  however,  coloured  fc- 
cretions  may  take  place  from  the  bowels.  I 
have  known  inilances,  in  which  a  fluid  like 
coffee-grounds  in  colour  and  conliflence  was 
vomited ;  and  a  flmilar  matter,  of  darker  co- 
lour and  of  an  offenflve  fmell,  was  difcharged 

in 
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in  great  quantities  per  anum  :  and  I  have  feen 
green  bile  mixed  with  thefc  difcharges.  I  have 
examined  the  bodies  of  perfons  who  died  of 
fuch  attacks,  and  have  found  the  hning  of  the 
ahmentary  canal  highly  inflamed,  and  appa- 
rently tending  to  mortification  throughout  its 
whole  extent,  without  there  being  any  difeafe 
of  the  liver.  I  am,  therefore,  fully  aware 
that  the  fasces  may  be  coloured  by  difeafed 
fecretions  from  the  bowels  themfelves;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  they  very  rarely  derive  their 
-colour  from  this  caufe.  Further ;  an  unhealthy 
colour  of  the  faeces  may  be  attributed  to  fome 
degeneracy  in  the  quality  of  the  alimentary 
matter ;  fiich  as  may  be  fuppofed  to  take  place 
when  the  digeftive  organs  fail  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  offices,  and  different  alimentary 
fubftances  are  in  confequence  detained  in 
the  bowels,  where  they  may  pafs  through 
chemical  decompolitions  and  re- combinations. 
But,  though  I  am  inclined  to  allow  the 
full  operation  of  thefe  caufes,  the  fol- 
lowing reafons  lead  me  to  believe  that  the 
colour  of  the  faeces  generally  depends  on  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  the  bile.     In  the  natural 

ftate 
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ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs,  when  there  is  no 
peculiarity  of  diet,  and  no  medicine  is  taken, 
the  bile  alone  colours  the  refidae  of  the  food. 
The  faeces  voided  during  a  ftate  of  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs  are  fometimes  par- 
tially coloured ;  w^hich  circumftance  cannot 
be  well  accounted  for  upon  any  other  fiippo- 
fition  than  that  of  an  irregular  fecretion  of  the 
bile,  'Fluids  fecreted  from  the  inteftines  do 
not  ufually  enter  into  combination  with  the 
faecal  matter,  but  appear  diftinclly  when  ex- 
creted. Thus  vfe  find  mucus  and  jelly  dif- 
charged  from  the  bowels,  unmixed  Vvith  the 
faeces.  Medicines  v/hich  aitecl  the  liver  pro- 
duce a  very  fudden  change  in  the  colour  of 
the  faeces.  Small  dofes  of  mercury,  without  any 
alteration  of  diet,  fometimes  change  the  ftools 
immediately  from  a  blackilh  to  a  light  yellow 
colour,  w^hich  indicates  a  healthy  but  defi- 
cient fecretion  of  bile. 

Healthy  bile  in  the  humian  fubje6l  is  ge- 
nerally of  a  deep  yellow  brown  colour ;  the 
brown  feems  to  be  the  refvdt  of  the  yellow 
colour   concentrated.     It  appears   to   me  to 

be 


OF    THE    DIGESTIVE    ORGAH^S,    Scc.  3l 

be  of  the  colonr  of  wetted  rhubarb ;  for, 
if  a  fmall  portion  of  either  of  thefe  fubftances 
be  put  into  a  large  quantity  of  water,  they 
will  dj'e  it  of  a  bj'ight  yellow^  colour,  which 
is  aftually  the  colour  of  thefe  fubftances,  yet 
it  is  fo  concentrated  in  the  mafs  as  to  appear 
of  a  deep  brown.  Sometimes,  indeed,  we 
find  green  bile  in  the  gall  bladder,  when  the 
liver  is  not  difeafed.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
think  that  the  natural  colour  is  a  yellowy 
fo  intenle  as  to  appear  brown.  Green  bile  is 
ufually  poured  out  in  circumftances,  "v^^herc 
there  is  evident  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs ; 
and  we  cannot  well  fuppofe  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  healthy  bile.  The  quantity  of  tins 
fluid  fliould  be  iuch  as  completely  to  dye  tlie 
excrement  of  its  peculiar  colour.  By  attend- 
ing, therefore,  to  the  colour  of  the  fgeces^  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  bile,  which  the  liver 
excretes,  may  in  general  be  afcertained. 

The  colour  of  the  alvine  excretions  in  thefe 
difordered  ftates  of  the  vifcera  is  various. 
Sometimes  they  appear  to  conlift  of  the  relldue 
©f  the  food,  imtinged  in  the  leaft  degree  with 

bile. 
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bile.  Sometimes  they  are  of  a  liglit  yellow 
colour,  which  denotes  a  very  deficient  quantity 
of  healthy  biliary  fecretion;  they  may  alfo 
be  of  a  deep  olive,  of  a  clay  brown,  and  of  a 
blackilh  brown ;  all  which  Ihew  a  vitiated 
ftate  of  the  biliary  fecretion. 

Any  kind  of  brown,  which  dilution  will  not 
convert  into  yellow,  I  Ihould  conlider  as  un- 
healthy, fince  the  colour  of  healthy  bile  is 
a  bright  yellow,  which  by  concentration  ap- 
pears brown. 

Such  are  the  circumftances  which  I  have 
collefted  from  my  own  obfervation,  and  the 
reports  of  others,  relative  to  the  alvine  excre- 
tions, in  the  diforders  which  have  been  de- 
fcribed. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  particularly  upon  the 
fubje6l  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  from  a  belief 
that  its  quantity  and  quality  can,  in  general, 
be  afcertained  by  infpeftion,  and  will  there- 
fore ferve  to  indicate  the  prefence  of  diforder. 
Whether  the  foregoing  opinions  be  correft  or 

not 
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not,  it  will,  I  think,  be  generally  granted  that 
the  ftate  of  the  excretions  from  the  bowds 
commonly  indicates  the  healthy  or  difordered 
ftate  of  thofe  organs. 

The  efFecfts,  which  medicine  or  diet  may 
have  upon  the  colour  of  the  fseces,  ought, 
however,  to  be  coniidered.  When  th^  food 
is  coloured,  and  this  colour  is  not  altered 
by  digeftion,  it  will,  of  courfe,  appear  in  the 
faeces ;  hence  if  it  ftiould  be  thought  deiirable 
to  know  accurately  the  ftate  of  the  biliary  fe- 
crction,  it  w^ould  be  right  to  reftrici  patients 
to  a  diet  that  is  not  likely  to  colour  the  fceces. 
The  green  colour  of  vegetables  tinges  the 
faecal  relidue  of  the  food.  Steel  alfo  is  known 
to  influence  the  colour  of  the  faeces.  It 
fliould  alfo  be  remarked  that  the  expofure  of  the 
f^ces  to  air  after  their  expulfion,  will,  in 
fome  inftances,  caufe  a  conliderable  alteration 
in  their  colour.  In  our  endeavours,  there- 
fore, to  afcertain  whether  the  liver  is  perform- 
ing its  office  rightly,  by  obferving  the  coiour 
of  the  faeces,  attention  fliould  be  paid  to  the 
circumftances  which    have   been   mentioned, 

D  left 
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•left  we  fliould  be  c^eceived,  in  confeqiience  of 
fuch  inattention. 

I  conclude  this  review  of  the  opinions  en- 
tertained reipecling  chj'lification,  by  obferving 
.jthat  if  the  fiiccus  inteftinalis  be  an  agent  in 
this  funclion^  diforder  of  the  inteftines  is 
likely  to  affect  its  fecretion^,  and  thus  impede 
this  fecond  important  part  of  the  procefs  of 
affnnilation. 

The  refidue  of  the  alimentary  matter,  mixed 
with  the  bile,  pafles  from  the  Imall  into  the 
large  inteftines,  and  there  undergoes  a  fudden 
change ;  it  acquires  a  peculiar  fetor,  and  be- 
comes what  we  denominate  faeces.  This 
change  is  fo  fudden,  that  it  cannot  be  afcribed 
to  fpontaneous  chemical  alterations,  (which 
would* be  gradual)  but  to  fome  new  ani- 
mal agency.  If  the  contents  of  the  fmall 
inteftines  at  their  termination,  and  of  the  large 
at  their  commencement,  be  examined,  they 
will  be  found  totally  difterent,  even  within  a 
line  of  each  other;  the  former  being  with- 
out fetor,  and   the  latter  being  in  all  refpecis 

what 
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what  is  denominated  faeces.  Though  chemills 
then  might  fpeak  of  the  fceculent  matter  of 
chyle  as  faeces,  yet  phyfiologifts  would  rather 
apply  that  term  to  a  change  in  the  refidue  of 
the  food,  which  takes  place  in  the  large  intef- 
tines,  and  which  feems  to  be  efFe6led  by  the 
animal  powers  of  thofe  organs.  The  faeces 
quickly  fufFer  chemical  decompoiition  out  of 
the  body,  although  they  often  remain  in  the 
bowels,  without  undergoing  the  fame  kind  of 
change.  Their  chemical  decompofition  is  at- 
tended with  the  fudden  formation  of  am- 
monia ;  yet  if  they  be  examined  when  recent, 
they  are  found  to  contain  acids  which  ammonia 
would  neutralize.  The  inference,  therefore, 
naturally  arifes,  that  this  third  procefs,  amongft 
other  purpofes,  may  be  deiigned  fo  to  modify 
the  refidue  of  the  alimentary  matter,  as  to  pre- 
vent it  from  undergoing  thofe  various  chemical 
changes,  which  might  be  ftimulating  to  the  con- 
taining organs,  as  well  as  injurious  to  the 
general  health. 

In  a  perfedly  healthy  flate  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  probably  no  chemical  decompofition, 

D  2  even 


even  of  the  faeces^  takes  place ;  yet  lueh 
changes  happen,  in  fome  degree,  "vyithput  ap- 
pa.rentlj  producing  any  injurious  coTifequences. 
To  chemical  changes  we  may  probably  ^ttrir 
bute  the  extrication  of  inflammable  air,  and 
the  various  and  unnatural  odour  of  the  faecal 
matter,  Vvhich  is  obferyable  in  difordered  ftates 
of  the  digeltive  vifcera. 

The  rne^ns  by  which  this  mpdiScation  of 
t'oe  relidue  of  the  food,  which  takes  place  in 
Jhe  large  inteftines,  is  efFeded,  are  but  little 
kno\yn.  Analogy  leads  us  to  refer  it  to  the 
eiFeds  of  a  fecretipn  from  the  lining  of  thofe 
iateltiaes  in  which  it  takes  place.  Now  if  this 
fecretion  deviates  frpm  the  healthy  Handard, 
in  confequence  of  an  irritated  or  difordered 
ftate  of  tliofe  organs,  we  may  reafonably  ex- 
pect a  correfponding  derangement  of  the 
procefs,  by  which  the  rehdue  of  the  food  is 
ponverted  into  faeces. 

Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the  f^ncr 
tions  of  the  chyiopoietic  vifcera,  in  order  to 
llicilitate  the  forming  a  judgiriCnt.  reliitiye  to 

thofe 
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thole  circumftances  which  indicate  their  de- 
rangement, I  return  to  fpeak  more  fully  of  that 
afFed-ion  of  them,  which  I  have  defcribed,  as 
arifing  in  furgical  cafes  from  the  irritation, 
which  local  difeafe  or  morbific  poifons  pro- 
duce upon  the  fenforiiun.  This  fnbjeft,  if 
muft  be  acknowledged,  is  tery  important,  if 
it  dan  be  fliewn  that  diforderis  of  the  digeftive 
Organs  are  the  caiife  of  a  great  number  of 
other  difeafes.^  The  enquiry  woidd  then  not 
only  lead  us  to  difcover  the  fauree  of  many 
difturbances  of  the  general  health,  which  ori- 
ginate in  thofe  of  the  digeftive  organs  (for 
patients  hare  no  fufpieion  of  any  diforder  ex- 
ifting  in  them),  but  would  alfo  lead  to  the' 
prevention  of  many  fecondary  difeafes  of  a 
more  vexatiotts  and  fometimes  of  a  more  fatal 
nature,  than  thofe  from  which  they  originated. 
If  the  tongue  be  furred  at  its  back  part  in  the 
morning,  when  there  is  no  fever,  ajld  when  the' 
patient  has  taken  no  Simulating  or  indigeltible 
food  the  preceding  night,  it  is  reafonable  to 
infer  in  general  that  the  ftate  of  the  tongue  is 
owing  to  its  participating  in  the  irritation  of 
the  ftomach.  Such  participation  produces  an- 
al ter  at  ion 
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alteration  in  the  fecretions  of  the  tongue  ;  thej 
are  either  deficient  in  quantity,  or  vitiated  in 
quaUty ;  and  it  is  not  unreaibnable  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fecretions  of  the  liomach  deviate  ia 
like  manner  from  their  healthy  ftate,  A  ftate 
6f  irritation  in  any  fecreting  furface  is,  indeed, 
likely  to  be  attended  with  the  fame  confe-, 
quences.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  infer  that, 
when  a  general  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans takes  place,  thofe  fluids,  which  produce 
the  changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in  them, 
are  deficient  or  depraved,  and  confequently 
that  digefl:ion  and  the  fubfequent  procefleS: 
mull  be  but  imperfectly  performed.  The  liver 
is  likely  to  participate  in  the  diforder,  and  the 
biliary  fecretion  is  either  diminilhed  or  vi- 
tiated. This  circumftance  admits  of  ocular 
demonftration  ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  evidence  of  a  more  or  lefs  ge- 
neral difarder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  A  very 
reafonable  objedtion  may,  however,  be  made 
to  confidering  the  diforder  of  the  fundions  of 
the  liver  as  a  criterion  of  thofe  of  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines ;  fince  the  liver  is  independent, 
of  the  latter  organs,  and  may  be,  as  will  pre- 

feutly 
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fently  be  mentioned,  tlie  fubjed  of  a  diforder 
confined  to  itfelf.     In  fome  cafes,  alfo,  difoi^der 
of  the  alimentary  canal  may  take  place,  without 
d'ifturbing  the  funftions  of  the  liver.     Still,  in  ' 
general,   diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels 
affe6l  the  funftions  of  the  liver ;  and  the  ftate ' 
of  the  biliary  fecretion  affords  a  very  iifeful  evi-  ' 
dence  of  a  more  or  lels  general  diforder  of  the  '^ 
chylopoietic  vifcera,  and  fliould  excite  our  atten- 
tion to  invefligate  its  kind  and  degree.     This 
diforder,  which  has  been  defcribed,  mufl:  alfo, 
I.  think,   be  confidered  as  cohnefted  with  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs  of  the  afFedied  organsi-  ^  -^-^ 

It  is  faid,  in  the  recital  of  the  fymptoms 
denoting  diforder  in  the  digeftive  organs,  that 
the  faeces  are  generally  deficient  in  quantity. 
This  circumftance  may  be  accounted  for  in 
various  Avays.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
bile  being  deficient  in  quantity,  or  of  an  un- 
healthy quality,  may  not  precipitate  the  ufual 
proportion  of  fcEculent  matter  from  the  cliyle. 
Perfons  whofe  bowels  are  lax,  and  do  not 
appear  to  be  deficient  in  their  action  of  car- 
rying dov/nwards  the  fi^culent  matter,  void  it 

daily 
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daily  in  deficient  quantities.  It  may  be  fup- 
pofed  too  that,  either  from  the  deficiency  of  bile, 
and  confequent  want  of  excitement,  or  from 
the  efFeds  of  diforder,  a  torpid  ftate  of  the 
bowels  may  exiit,  w  hich  caufes  them  to  carry 
downwards  the  faeculent  matter  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. The  circumftance  may  caufe  a  greater 
abforption  of  the  faeces  than  what  is  natural, 
or  an  accumulation  of  them  in  the  colon  *. 

That  the  digeftive  organs  in  general  are 
affedled,  in  the  cafes  alluded  to,  is  moll  evident ; 
but  I  am  aware  that  many  varieties  of  diforder 
may  be  included  in  the  general  defcription  of 
the  fymptoms,  which  I  have  given.  Future 
obfervations  may  lead  to  further  diftindions ; 
but  I  fee  no  impropriety  at  prefent  in  Ipeaking 
of  the  difordered  ftate  as  general ;  fince  no 
material  diforder  can  take  place  in  one  of  the 
digefi:ive  organs,  without  difturbing  the  func- 
tions of  the  others.  When  digeftion  is  im- 
perfectly executed,  the  funxftions  of  the  intef- 

*  The  cafe«  related  by  Do6tor  Hamlhon  appear  to  fhew  that 
fuch  acciimiijation  fometimes  takes  plage-  See  Jais  Treatife  on 
iikc  Effeds  of  purgative  Mediciaei., 

tinal 
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tinal  canal  will  foon  participate  in  the  diforder 
of  the  ftomacho  Under  thefe  circumllances, 
the  fecretion  of  bile  will  alfo  probably  become 
irregular.  Should  difeafe  commence  in  the 
large  intellines,  as  about  the  rectum,  it  difturbs 
the  funAions  of  the  liomach,  and  fecretion  of 
the  liver,  and  becomes  augmented  in  its  turn 
by  its  fympathy  with  thefe  parts.  Should  the 
liver  be  difordered  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  may  not  immediately  fympa^ 
thize,  although  they  will  probably  foon  become 
affeAed. 

I  feel  further  warranted  in  conlidering  the 
fymptoms,  which  have  been  recited  in  the  for-- 
mer  part  of  this  paper,  as  ariling  from  a  ge- 
neral difturbance  of  the  funftions  of  the  di-- 
geilive  organs,  from  contemplating  the  effecls^ 
of  blows  on  different  parts  of  the  belly,  which 
do  not  feem  to  have  injured  the  ltru(3:ure  of  any 
fingle  abdominal  vifcus,  but  which  yet  produce 
efFefts  denoting  a  general  diforder  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  organs.  The  fymptoms  have 
varied  in  feverity  in  proportion  to  the  violence 
of  the  blow  which  had  been  received.    In  the 

cafes 
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cafes  which  were  the  confeqiience  of  the  more 
forcible  injuries  the  fymptoms  Avere,  a  furred 
tongue ;  great  vomiting,  fo  that  the  liomach 
could  retain  no  food;  difficulty  of  affecting 
the  bowels  by  medicine;  great  fever;  and 
even  delirium.  Indeed,  all  thofe  effefts  were 
produced,  which  I  have  reprefented  as  ariling 
from  vehement  local  irritation  of  remote  parts 
of  the  body.  The  diforder  has  generally  ter- 
minated by  a  profufe  difcharge  of  black  and 
fetid  ftools,  after  which  the  patient  has  per-* 
fectly  recovered.  On  the  contrary,  where  the 
fymptoms  confequent  on  the  blow  have  been 
lefs  violent,  fo  as  not  to  claim  fuch  ftrict 
attention,  the  diforder  has  continued.  Perfon^ 
who  had  been  previoully  in  pcrfeA  health, 
have  become  hypochondriacal,  and  have  had 
all  thofe  lymptoms  of  diforder  of  the  digeltive 
organs,  which  have  been  already  enumerated 
^s  ariling  from  a  lefs  degree  of  local  irritation, 
with  fuch  confequent  difeafes  as  originate 
from  fuch  diforder,  and  which  will  be  men-- 
tioned  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  paper. 

•   In  order  to  enquire  more  particularly  into 
the  nature  of  tins  diforder  of  the   digellive 

organs^ 
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organs,  I  have  examined  the  bodies  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  perfons  who  have  died  of 
cancer,  lumbar  abfceffes,  and  other  great  local 
difeafes.  I  knew  that  thefe  patients  had  their  di- 
geftive  organs  difordered  in  the  manner  that  I 
have  defcribed,  and  that  in  many  of  them  the 
fecretion  of  bile  had  been  fupprefled  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and,  when  it  was  re- 
newed, that  it  T^as  very  deficient  in  quantity^ 
and  faulty  in  quality :  yet,  on  difleclion,  no 
alteration  was  difcovered  in  the  ftrufture  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifcera,  which  could  be  de- 
-cidedly  pronounced  to  be  the  efFeft  of  difeafe. 
It  naturally  excites  furprife,  that  fuch  a  ftate 
of  irritation,  and  imperfecl  performance  of  the 
natural  functions  of  thefe  parts  Ihould  exiit 
for  fo  long  a  time,  as  in  many  cafes  it  is 
known  to  do,  without  producing  organic  dif- 
eafe ;  ftill  I  believe  it  may  be  fet  down  as  an 
axiom,  and  which  has  been  verified  by  every 
obfervation  which  I  have  made,  that  a  Itate  of 
imtation  naturally  leads  to  thofe  difeaied  ac- 
tions, which  produce  an  alteration  of  ftruclure 
in  the  irritated  parts. 

However 
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However,  where  the  difordered  ftate  of  the 
Bowels  had  been  of  longer  duration,  I  have 
found  the  villous  coat  of  the  intefiines  fwolri, 
pulpy,  turgid  vtnth  blood,  and  apparently 
inflamed,  and  fometimes  ulcerated ;  and  thefe 
appearances  have  been  moA  nianifeft  in  the' 
large  inteftines.  Having  obferved  repeatedly 
in  diffeilions  of  thefe  cafes,  that  the  large 
inteftines  were  more  diitafed  thari  the  fmall 
ones,  it  occurred  to  tne,  that  the  fact  might 
be  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner :  If 
digeftion  is  incomplete,  the  undigefted  food 
muft  be  liable  to  chemical  changes^  and  the 
produAs  refulting  from  this  circumftance,  are 
likely  to  be  moil  ftiniulating  to  the  large  in- 
teftines. Indeed,  in  advanced  ftages  of'  this 
diforder,  mucus  and  jelly  tinged  with  blood 
are  difcharged,  and  it  feems  probable  that  a 
kind  of  chronic  dyfentery  may  be  induced. 

In  fome  inftances,  where  the  diforder  had 
exifted  for  many  years,  the  bowels  have  been 
difeafed  throughout  their  fubftance;  the  in- 
ternal coat  being  ulcerated,  and  the  peritoneal 

covering 
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covering  mflamed,  fo  that  the  convolutions  of 
the  intellines  were  agghitinated  to  each  other. 
Here  the  hver  alfo  was  much  difeafed,  being 
tuberculated  in  every  part.  Such  is  the  refult 
of  the  information  which  I  have  obtained  by 
diflecilion. 

I  have  reprefented  this  difturbed  ftate  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs  in  furgical  cafes,  as 
excited  frequently  by  diforder  of  the  fen- 
^forium,  produced  by  great  local  difeafe,  or 
from  a  limilar  diforder,  occaiioned  by  the 
abforption  of  morbific  matter.  The  fame 
affedion,  charafterized  by  the  fame  fymptoms, 
occurs  very  frequently  as  an  idiopathic  com- 
plaint. The  caufes  which  have  appeared  to 
produce  it,  in  the  cafes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  notice,  are  improprieties  of  diet, 
a  fedentary  life,  impure  air,  anxiety,  and  too 
great  exertion  of  the  mind  or  body.  It  is 
indeed  no  wonder,  that  the  continual  irritation 
of  our  unnatural  diet,  ftiould,  by  degrees, 
produce  fuch  diforder  of  the  digeiiire  org  ^ns  as 
I  have  defcribed. 

WhatcTcr 


H6  ON    DISORDERS 

Whatever  7na7/  be  the  origin  of  this  difeafe ; 
whether  it  occur  as  a  confequence  of  nervous 
diforder,  or  affume  an  idiopathic  form,  it 
uniformly  difturbs  the  nervous  fyftem,  v^hen 
once  eftabhflied.  When  it  is  fym.pathetic, 
the  efFed:  becomes  a  caufe,  and  maintains  that 
diforder  of  the  nerves,  by  which  it  was  ori-^ 
ginally^  produced, 

In  the  general  enumeration  of  the  fymp- 
-toms,  feveral  circumftances  have  been  omitted 
which  occur  occaiionally,  and  which  may, 
when  the  fubjed:  is  better  imderftood,  denote 
peculiarities  in  the  difeafe,  and  correfponding 
peculiarities  in  the  medical  treatment,  which 
is  required  for  its  cure.  I  lliall  here  notice 
a  few  of  thefe.  The  appetite  is  fometimica 
moderately  good,  when  the  digeftion  is  imper* 
fed;  and  the  latter  may  not  be  deficient, 
although  the  difeafe  may  fiili  exifl:.  In  fome  in- 
ftances  indeed,  the  appetite  is  inordinate.  Ten- 
dernefs  of  the  epigaliric  region  on  preflure,  is 
not  always  an  attendant,  even  on  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  The  bowels  are  alter- 
nately 
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nately  coftive,  or  lax  even  to  purging*.  The 
urine  is  fometimes  pale-coloured  and  copious 
like  that  of  hyfterical  patients. 

A  diforder  in  the  fundlions  of  the  flomach 
land  bowels,  limilar  to  that  v^hich  has  been 
here  defcribed,  may  exift  without  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver  being  difordered ;  and  again, 
the  fecretion  of  bile  may  be  interrupted,  w  ith- 
out  the  digeftive  procefles  being  materially  im- 
peded. Such  circum fiances  may  happen  occa- 
lionally,  but  they  are  not  ordinary  occurrences, 
and  fliould  be  conlidered  as  exceptions  to  gene- 
ral rules,  w^hich  do  not  militate  againll  their 
common  operation. 

Accurate  attention  to  the  fubjedl,  efpecially 
in  medical  cafes,  may  lead  to  important  fubdi- 
vifions,  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
make.     But  when  I  find  that  irritation  of  the 

*  I  have  known  perfons  whofe  bowels  were  ordinarily  coftive, 
and  whcfe  general  health  was  much  deranged  by  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  though  they  were  unconfcious  of  its  exiftence, 
feel  pieafed  that  their  bowels  were  in  a  comfortably  lax  ftate; 
yet  on  obferving  the  ftools^  they  refembled  pitch  in  colour  and 
appearance. 

nervous 
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nervous  fyftem,  however  it  may  originate, 
deranges  the  chylopoietic  organs,  and  afFeds 
the  ftomach^  bowels,  and  hver,  apparently  at 
the  fame  time,  I  think  it  fair  to  infer,  that 
thefe  organs  are  equally  operated  on  by  the 
fame  caufe.  Diforder  of  the  brain  may  affeft 
the  chylopoietic  organs ;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  this  influence  is  reciprocal.  The  ftomach 
is  faid  to  be  chiefly  concerned  in  producing 
thefe  efleils ;  but  the  caufes  of  the  fympathetic 
afieclion  are  probably  more  general.  A  fit  of 
paffion  has  produced  jaundice;  and  the  irri- 
tation of  teething  in  children  frequently  fuf- 
pends  the  fecretion  of  bile ;  fo  that  the  llools 
are  not  in  the  leaft  degree  tinged  with  that 
fluid.  If  the  head  can  thus  affect  the  liver,  it 
is  reafonable  to  infer,  that  the  liver  may  reci- 
procally affedl  the  head.  It  is  veiy  difficult  to 
form  an  opinion  relative  to  this  fubjecft ;  for, 
in  the  inftances  which  have  been  mentioned, 
the  affection  of  the  liver  may  take  place,  only 
becaufe  it  forms  a  part  of  the  digeltive  organs, 
and  not  from  a  direct  fympathy  exifting  be- 
tween it  and  the  head.  Still,  however,  I  do 
not  think  it  unreafonable  to  conclude  that  irrita- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  other  chylopoietic  organs  ma),  as 
well  as  that  of  the  ftomach,  diforder  the  lource 
offenfation. 

In  the  preceding  pages,  I  have  related  fadls 
which  feem  to  warrant  certain  conciulions, 
that  I  lliall  prefently  mention.  As  the  narra- 
tive has  been  broken  into  many  parts,  I  think 
it  right  to  point  out  the  inferences,  which  may 
be  fairly  drawn  from  the  fafts  already  ftated, 
before  I  proceed  to  the  further  difculTion  of  the 
fubjedl. 

1,  Sudden  and  violent  local  irritation  will 
produce  an  equally  fudden  and  vehement 
afFedion  of  the  digeltive  organs, 

2,  A  flighter  degree  of  continued  local  irri- 
tation will  produce  a  lels  violent  affedlion  ; 
the  ordinary  fymptoms  of  which  are  re- 
cited in  page  18. 

3,  This  affeftion  is  a  diforder  in  the  aftions, 
and  not  a  difeafe  in  the  llrufture  of  the  af- 
fected  organs;  although  it  may,   when  long 

E  continued^ 
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continued,  induce  evident  difeafed  appear- 
ances, both  which  circumitances  are  proved 
by  diflections. 

4,  A  fimilar  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
occurs  without  local  irritation,  and  exifts  as 
an  idiopathic  difeafe ;  in  which  cafe,  it  is 
characterized  by  the  fame  fymptoms. 

5,  There  are  fome  varieties  in  the  fymptoms 
of  this  diforder,  both  when  it  is  fympathetic 
and  idiopathic.  Thefe  are  enumerated  in 
page  46. 

6,  The  diforder  probably  conlifts  in  an  af- 
fection of  all  the  digeftive  organs  in  general, 
though  in  particular  cafes,  it  may  be  more 
manifeft  in  fome  of  thofe  organs,  than  in 
others. 

7,  That  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  Ve- 
quently  aftects  the  nervous  fyftem  ;  producmg 
irritability  and  various  confequent  affections. 
This  is  proved  by  the  etFects  of  blows  on  the 
belly,   in  perfons  previoully  healthy ;  and  the 

fame 
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fame  confequences  are  often  obferved  from 
whatever  caufe  the  diforder  originates.  At  the 
fame  time  weaknefs  miift  be  produced  from 
imperfect  digeftion  ;  and  from  the  combination 
of  thefe  caufes,  viz.  weaknefs  and  irritation,  I 
deduce  the  origin  of  many  local  difeafes,  and 
the  aggravation  of  all,  as  will  be  fc^n  in  the 
relation  of  the  cafes. 

Nothing  in  pathology  is  more  generally 
admitted,  than  the  reciprocal  operation  of  dif- 
orders  of  the  head  and  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans ;  yet  the  exceptions  to  this  general  rule  de- 
ferve  to  be  remarked  in  a  comprehenlive  exami- 
nation of  the  fubject.  Some  perfons  have 
great  diforder  .of  the  digeftive  organs,  without 
any  apparent  affection  of  the  nervous  fyitem ; 
and  even  difeafes  of  a  fatal  nature  mav  take 
place  in  the  former  organs,  without  affecting 
the  latter.  Indeed,  if  v,  e  examine  any  of  the 
molt  evidently  fym pathetic  affections,  we 
iliall  find  the  fame  exceptions.  An  inguinal 
gland,  or  the  teftis,  frequently  inflames  from 
irritation  in  the  urethra;  yet  great  difeafe 
occurs    occalionally   in  that    canal^    without 

E  2  producing 
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producing  thefe  apparently  fympathetic  con- 
fequences. 

We  can  never  be  certain  that  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  are  the  only  organs  difordered, 
nor  even  that  they  were  primarily  affected. 
General  nervous  irritation  may  have  preceded 
the  diforder,  or  may  have  been  caufed  by  it. 
The  hiltory  v/ill  generally  Ihew,  that  the 
derangement  of  the  digeftive  organs  is  fe- 
condary.  It  arifes  from  local  irritation,  and 
can  be  produced  only  through  the  medium  of 
the  fenforium.  When  it  is  idiopathic,  it  fre- 
quently originates  in  caufes  which  affect  the 
nervous  fyftem  primarily ;  fuch  as  anxiety, 
too  great  exertion  of  m.ind  or  body,  and  im- 
pure air.  Sedentary  habits  and  irregularities 
of  diet  are  caufes  which  probably  act  locally 
on  the  organs  themfelves.  Nervous  irrita- 
bility and  weakneis  are  not  perhaps  fufcep- 
tible  of  a  diredl  cure  by  medicine ;  but  the 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  are  more 
corrigible  by  medical  remedies.  In  practice, 
thefe  require  our  chief  attention ;  and  if  the 
diforders  be  correded,  all  nervous  irrita- 
tion 
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tioii  frequently  ceafes,  and  health  is  reftored. 
In  many  inllances  the  nervous  irritation,  which 
has  induced  the  difeafe,  is  trivial,  and  would 
foon  ceale,  were  it  not  kept  np  by  the  re-ac- 
tion of  its  fccondiiry  fymptoms. 

Whether  this  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans be  primary  or  fecondary,  it  produces  irri- 
tation in  the  brain  ;  and  thus  may  caufe  in  many 
inliances  adlual  difeafe  of  that  organ,  as  will 
be  Hated  in  the  conolufion  of  this  paper.  But 
derangement  of  the  digeftive  organs  arifes,  in 
many  cafes,  from  eftablillied  nervous  difor- 
der; indeed  there  is  often  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  it  is  dependent  on,  or  conned:ed  w^ith, 
actual  difeafe  of  the  brain.  In  fuch  cafes, 
the  corredlion  of  the  difordered  funftions 
cannot  be  accomplifhed ;  and  even  if  it  w^ere 
pradlicable,  it  would  not  cure  the  difeafe.  It 
is  however  highly  neceflary  and  advantageous 
to  attend  to  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
where  it  is  only  a  fymptom  of  nervous  dif- 
eafe. The  relief  of  the  former  will  often 
^mitigate,  though  it  cannot  cure  the  latter. 

I  Ihall, 
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I  iliall,  in  the  next  place,  reprefent  the 
general  circumftances,  relative  to  the  health 
of  thpfe  perfons  who  have  local  difeafes,  appa- 
rently caufed  or  maintained  by  diforder  of  the 
whole  fyfteni.  They  generall}^  declare  that 
they  are  in  good  health,  except  that  they  feel 
difturbed  by  their  local  complaints ;  yet  they 
are  found,  on  enquiry,  to  have  all  thofe  fymp^ 
toms,  which  characterize  a  difordered  ftate 
of  the  digeftive  organs.  The  mind  is  alfo 
frequently  irritable  and  defpondent ;  anxiety 
;and  languor  are  exprelTed  in  the  countenance. 
The  pulfe  is  frequent  or  feeble,  and  flight 
exercife  produces  confiderable  perfpiration 
and  fatigue.  Thefe  patients  are  fometimes 
reftlefs  at  night,  but  when  they  fleep  foundJy 
they  awaken  unrefreflied,  with  laffitude,  and 
fometimes  a  fenfation,  as  if  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  moving.  Slight  noifes  generally  caufe 
them  to  Itart,  and  they  are,  to  ufe  their  own 
exprelTion,  very  nervous.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  feem  to  me  to  indicate  weaknefs  and 
irritabihty  of  the  nervous  and  mufcular  iyi^- 
terns ;    which,  in  addition  to   the    diforder  of 

the 
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the  digeflive  organs,  that  has  been  de- 
fcribed,  are  the  chief  circumllances  ob- 
fervabie  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
thofe  patients,  whofe  cafes  are  related  in 
the  following  part  of  this  paper.  By  correct- 
ing the  obvious  errors  in  the  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  the  local  difeafe,  w^hich  had 
baffled  all  attempts  at  cure  by  local  means, 
has  fpeedily  got  well,  and  the  patient  has  ac- 
knowledged that  fuch  an  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  his  general  health,  as  excites  his 
aftonilhment. 

The  connexion  of  local  difeafe  with  general 
diforder  has  been  often  remarked ;  it  has  been 
formerly  attributed  to  impurity  of  the  fluids  ;  a 
theory  which  is  not  irrational.  Imperfect  di- 
geftion  muft  influence  the  qualities  of  the  blood, 
and  all  parts  of  the  body  may  be  aftected  from 
this  fource.  But  the  modern  explanation  of 
thefe  phsenomena,  by  means  of  fympathies, 
is  probably  preferable.  Afflicting  intelligence 
will  dellroy  the  appetite  and  produce  a  white 
tongue  in  a  healthy  perfon ;  and  a  blow  on 
the  ftomach  diforders  the  head.     Thefe  phas- 

nomena 
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nomena  take  place  independently  of  the  blood, 
and  can  only  be  explained  by  admitting  that 
difturbance  of  one  organ  immediately  aifects 
another. 

The  writings  of  the  ancients  abound  with 
paffages^  in  which  difeafes  are  attributed  to 
affections  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  the 
fame  fact  has  been  noticed  by  feveral  of  the 
moderns.  The  French  furgeons  appear  to 
be  very  folicitous  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
cool  and  tranquil  ftate ;  and  Deilault  afcribes 
the  origin  of  erylipelas  to  a  bilious  caufe.  The 
German  furgeons,  Richter  and  Schmucker, 
attribute  many  local  difeafes  to  gaftric  affec- 
tions ;  and  in  Italy,  Scarpa  views  the  fubject 
in  the  fame  light.  The  Englifh  practition- 
ers feem  to  have  been  lefs  attentive  to  this 
cjafs  of  diforders ;  infomuch  that  Fifcher,  a 
German,  who  publillied  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  medicine  in  this  country,  expreffes 
his  furprife  that  the  Englifli  fhould  be  fo 
little  acquainted  with  gaftric  difeafes.  I  know 
not  exactly  what  ideas  thefe  gentlemen  may 
annex  to  the  terms  gaftric  and  bilious  difor- 
ders. 
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ders,  fince  they  do  not  particularly  dcfcribe 
them.  I  have  reprefented  the  fiibjed;  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  as  it  has  appeared  to  me  on 
the  moft  attentive  examination.  There  are 
circumflances  which  denote  irritation  of  the 
digeftive  organs  to  exill:,  and  deficiency  or  de- 
pravity of  their  fecretions;  and  the  diforder 
exills  in  every  gradation,  between  the  flighteft 
and  moft  violent  affection,  without  any  evident 
difference  in  its  nature. 

The  refult  of  all  the  obfervations,  w^hich 
I  have  been  able  to  make,  relative  to  this 
fubje(3:,  has  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  dif- 
order of  the  digeftive  organs,  caufed  by  the 
various  circumftances,  which  have  been  re- 
cited, confifts  in  a  weaknefs  and  irritability 
of  the  affecf  ed  parts,  accompanied  by  a  defi- 
ciency or  depravity  of  the  fluids  fecreted 
by  them,  and  upon  the  healthy  qualities 
of  which,  the  right  performance  of  their 
functions  feems  to  depend.  The  opinion  that 
the  difordered  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
which  has  been  defcribed,  confifts  in  a  weak 
and    irritable    ftate    of  them,     attended  by 
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a  deficiency  or  vitiated  ftate  of  their  fecre- 
tions,  is  deduced  immediately  from  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  fymptoms,  and  confirmed 
by  all  the  collateral  evidence,  which  we  can 
colled:.  The  duration  of  the  afFecftion,  with- 
out fatal  confequenceS;,  fliews  that  it  is  a  dif- 
order  of  fundions,  and  not  a  difeafe  of  ftruc- 
ture.  Diffe6lions  confirm  the  opinion.  Blows, 
w^hich  excite  general  irritation  of  the  digefl:ive 
organs,  produce  alfo  the  fymptoms  which 
characterize  the  like  diforder,  when  it  arifes 
from  nervous  irritation,  or  is  excited  by  in- 
temperance. I  doubt  not  but  every  one  wall, 
on  reflection,  confider  the  diforders  of  the  di- 
gefi:ive  organs  to  be  of  the  firft  importance,  and 
will  perceive  the  propriety  of  dihgently  en^ 
quiring  into  their  nature  that  we  may  know 
them  when  they  exift,  and  that  our  at- 
tem^pts  to  remedy  them  may  be  conduced 
on  rational  principles.  This  confideration 
will,  I  trull-,  vindicate  me  in  employing  fo 
much  tiaie  in  an  invelligation  which,  per- 
haps, fome  may  confider  as  tedious  and  un^ 
profitable. 

It 
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It  is  generally  admitted,  that  diforders  of 
the  chylopoietic  vilcera  will  afFed  the  fource 
of  fenfation,  and  confequently  the  whole 
body  ;  but  the  variety  of  difeafes  which  may 
refult'  from  this  caufe,  has  not  been  duly 
weighed  and  refleded  on. 

It  may  produce  in  the  nervous  fyftem  an 
abohtion  of  the  functions  of  the  brain;  or 
a  ftate  of  excitation,    caufmg  delirium,  par- 
tial  nervous    inactivity  and    infenfibility,    or 
the  oppofite  ftate  of  irritation  and  pain.     It 
may  produce  in  the  mufcular  fyftem,  weak- 
nefs,    tremors,    and    palfy ;    or   the    contrary 
afFeaions  of  fpafm  and  convulfions.     It  may 
excite  fever  by  difturbing  the  actions  of  the 
fanguiferous  fyftem,  and  caufe  various  local 
difeafes    by  the    nervous  irritation,  which  it 
produces;  and  by  the  weaknefs,  which  is  confe- 
quent  on  nervous  diforder  or  imperfeft  chyh- 
fication.     Or  if  local  difeafes  occur  in  a  con- 
ftitution  deranged  in  the  manner  which  I  have 
■defcribed,  they  will  become  peculiar  in  their 
nature  and  progrefs,  and  difficult  of  cure.     At- 
feaions  of  all  thofe  parts  which  have  a  con- 
tinuity 
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tinuity  of  furface  with  the  ftomach ;  as  the 
throat,  mouth,  Hps,  ikin,  eyes,  nofe,  and  ears, 
may  be  originally  caufed  or  aggravated  by 
this  complaint.  I  muft  obferve,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  relation  of  cafes,  that  fuch  a  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs  as  I  have  defcribed 
exifted  in  every  inftance.  I  do  not  take  upon 
myfelf  to  fay  that  it  was  the  primary  caufe 
of  the  general  derangement  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  with  which  the  local  difeafe  appeared  to 
"be  connedied ;  it  might  have  been  the  confe- 
quence,  as  indeed  has  been  ftated  in  thefe 
preliminary  obfervations. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  mention  the  plan 
which  I  have  purfued  in  the  treatment  of 
thefe  diforders,  when  they  have  been  con- 
ne6ted  with  furgical  difeafes ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing cafes  will  demonitrate  with  what 
degree  of  fuccefs.  I  do  not  feel  altogether 
competent  to  give  full  directions,  relative  to 
this  fubjed ;  becaufe  I  have  never  attended 
to  medical  cafes  with  that  degree  of  ob- 
fervation    which    would    lead    me    properly 

to 
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to   appreciate  the    efficacy  of    clifFerent  me- 
dicines,   when    adminiftered    either  in    their 
iiniple    or    compounded    forms.      The    fub- 
je6l  is  fo  important,  that  the  public  would 
be  highly  indebted  to  any  practitioner,  who 
w^ould  point  out  the  varieties  of  thefe  difeafes, 
and    the    appropriate   modes   of   cure.     The 
method  of  treatment  w^hich  I  have  adopted 
is  iimple,   and  founded  on  the  opinions  I  have 
formed,  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  phyfio- 
logical  views  of  the  funcStions  of  the  afFe6led 
organs.  '  Believing  the  difordered  parts  to  be 
in  a  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  of  irritability,   my 
obje6t  has  been,    to  diminilli  the  former  and 
allay  the  latter.     Believing  alfo  that  the  fecre- 
tions  into  the  llomach  and  bowels,   upon  the 
healthy  ftate  of  which,  the  due  performance 
of  their  funftions  depends,    were,  in   confe- 
quence   of  fuch   diforder,   either  deficient  in 
quantity  or   depraved  in   quality;  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  excite,  by  m.eans  of  medicine^ 
a  more  copious  and  healthy  fecretion. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  views  of  the  fubjedt, 
the  patients  have  been  recommended  to  be 

particularly 
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particularly  attentive  to  their  diet.  The  food 
ilioiild  be  nutritious,  and  eafy  of  digeltion : 
ftrong  plain  broths^  animal  food  of  loofe  tex- 
ture, milk,  eggs,  and  farinaceous  vegetables, 
are  the  articles  which  appear  molt  advifeable. 
But,  as  cullom  and  inclination  have  fo  great 
aM  effe(9:  in  regulating  the  aftions  of  the  fto- 
mach,  I  have  contented  myfelf  with  recom- 
mending patients  not  to  eat  any  thing,  wdiich 
it  w^as  probable  that  they  could  not  digeft. 
It  feems  reafonable  to  fappofe  that,  if  the  food 
be  properly  digelied,  it  will  not  irritate  the 
inteftinal  canal ;  but  that,  if  digeftion  fails,  the 
animal  and  vegetable  matters  will  undergo 
chemical  changes  in  their  paflage  through  the 
long  tract  of  inteftines,  and  thereby  maintain 
a  Hate  of  irritation  in  thofe  organs.  I  have 
urged  patients  not  to  opprefs  the  powers  of 
the  ftomach  by  too  great  a  quantity  of  ibod, 
nor  to  take  a  fecond  meal,  until  time  has  been 
allowed  for  the  digeftion  of  the  firft.  I  hav« 
alfo  cautioned  them  not  to  let  the  Itomach 
become  irritable  by  too  long  abltinence.  I 
have  ordered  five  grains  of  powdered  rhubarb 
an  hour  before  dinner,  vrith  a  view  of  inviting 

fecretions 
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fecretions  into  the  llomach,  and  of  preparing 
it  for  the  ofSce  of  digeftion.  This  gentle  ex- 
citation perhaps  induces  it  to  expel  any  refi- 
due  of  alimentary  matter,  and  creates  a  kind 
of  artificial  appetite  ;  fo  that  perfons  habitually 
fubjeft  to  indigeftion  experience  very  confi- 
derable  benefit  from  the  praftice.  Where 
rhubarb  has  difagreed,  columbo  has  been 
fubllituted. 

The  funftion  of  digeftion  will  not,  hov^ever, 
go  on  v^ell,  even  where  thefe  circumftances 
have  been  attended  to^,  if  the  ftomach  be  de- 
prived of  a  ftimulus  to  which  it  has  been  long 
accuftomed.  Uneafy  fenfations  will  be  expe- 
rienced, denoting,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  a 
difcontented  liate  of  this  organ,  and  a  want 
of  the  expected  ftimulus.  It  is  on  this  ac- 
count injurious  to  reftrain  thofe  patients  from 
the  ufe  of  wine  w^ho  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  taking  it.  A  moderate  quantity  may  be 
allowed  after  dinner;  but  ftrong  fermented 
liquors  muft  be  injurious  at  any  other  period. 
It  is  wrong  to  ftimulate  the  ftomach  w^hen  it 
has  no  talk  to  perform. 

A  regular 
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A  regular  diurnal  evacuation  of  the  bowels 
is  particularly  neceffary,  fince  the  detention 
of  the  fasces  muR  prove  irritating  to  thefe 
organs.  Purging  medicines  fometimes  relieve 
unpleafant  fenfations ;  but  they  do  not  in  ge- 
neral produce  even  this  efFecS: ;  and  all  active 
purges  feem  to  me  to  increafe  the  difoider. 
It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  ftrong  ftimuli  will 
aggravate  the  unhealthy  condition  of  weak 
and  irritable  parts. 

It  is  difficult,  in  many  cafes,  to  correal  the 
difeafe  by  diet  or  medicine.  The  bowels  are 
collive  for  a  time,  and  then  fits  of  purging 
Gome  on.  The  former  Hate  mufl  be  obviated, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  latter.  Medicines 
which  excite  a  healthy  action  of  the  bowels 
in  one  perfon,  are  either  inert  or  too  a6live  in 
another.  Dofes  which  would  have  no  efFedt 
in  a  ftate  of  health,  become  purgative  in  this 
diforder ;  a  circumftance  which  lliews  that  the 
bowels  are  irritable.  There  are  fome  rare  in- 
liances  of  the  contrary,  in  which  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  excite  the  adlions  and  fecre- 
tions  of  thefe  vifcera.     In  fome  cafes  a  diet  of 
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a  more  vegetable  and  lefs  liimulating  nature, 
with  faline  aperients,  do  good.  In  others, 
a  more  generous  diet,  and  aperients  of  a 
warmer  kind  arc  beneficial.  The  objed  which 
I  have  had  in  view,  in  all  cafes,  is  to  excite 
the  periflaltic  adion  of  the  bowels,  without 
purging ;  fo  as  to  infure  the  expullion  of  what- 
ever ought  to  be  difcharged. 

In  giving  purgative  medicines  I  have  en« 
deavoured  to  combine  them,  fo  as  to  excite 
and  ftrengthen  at  the  fame  tim.e.  Rhubarb, 
columbo,  and  kali  vitriolat.  have  been  given 
together ;  or  an  infulion  of  gentian  with 
fenna  or  tincture  of  rhubarb.  When  the  infu- 
fion  of  gentian  with  fenna  has  been  given,  it 
has  been  prefcribed,  in  the  fubfequent  cafes, 
according  to  the  following  formula : 

^.     Inflis.  gentian,  comp.  §j. 

Infus.  fenrice,  5  ij. 

Tin6l,  cardamom,  comp.  5j- 
Fiat  hauftus,   bis  quotidie.   vel  pro   re   nata, 
fumendus. 

F  It 
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It  is  fometimes   neceflaiy  to   increafe  the 
quantity  of  infulion  of  fenna.     I  have  found 
in  fome  cafes,   that  the  purgative  medicines 
and  fpices  diflblved  in  fpirit  and  water,  have 
anfwered  better  than  any  thing  elfe/  in  pro- 
ducing a  fufficient,  but  not  too   copious  difr- 
charge  from  the  bowels.     Equal  parts  of  com- 
pound tinAure  of  rhubarb  and  fenna  is  the 
formula  to   which  I  allude.      When   irrita- 
tion in  the  large  inteltines  has  been  denoted 
by  the  mixture  of  mucus  and  jelly  with  the 
faeces,   and  fudden  and  urgent  calls  to  void 
them,   I  have  advifed  oily  and  mucilaginous, 
medicines  as   aperients;  as  caitor  oil,  mixed 
with   a   large   proportion    of  mucilage.     My 
fole  objed:,   however,    has  been  to  regulate 
the  ftate  of  the  bowels ;  and  when  they  have 
been  regular  without  medicine,  I  have  rarely 
recommended  any. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  error  in  the  biliary  fecretion, 
which  exifts  in  the  greater  number  of  thefe 
cafes.  I  have  endeavoured  to  correct  this 
error  by  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  fmall  dofes 

of 
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of  mercury,  as  do  not  irritate  tlie  bo^/velB,  and 
are  not  likclv  to  afFect  the  conltitution,  even 
though  perlevered  in  for  a  conlideia'ble  time.- 
In  this  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs,  calomel, 
in  fni rJl  quantities,  fometimes  proves  irri- 
tating. I  have  combined  it  as  in  Plnmmer's 
pill,  and  have  given  one  grain  every  other 
night.  Where  this  dofe  produced  uneafy 
fenfations,  or  afted  as  an  aperient,  five  grains 
of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  were  fubfcituted  in  its 
place ;  and  even  this  quantity  has  been  dimi- 
nilhed  in  fome  cafes.  When  it  appeared 
neceflary,  on  account  of  the  biliary  fecretion, 
and  v/hen  the  calomel  did  not  irritate  the 
bowels,  I  have  increafed  the  dofe.  The  re- 
lief, which  arifes  from  the  increafe  or  cor- 
rection of  the  biliary  fecretion,  in  the  majority 
of  thefe  cafes,  fliews  how  much  the  liver  is 
concerned  in  cauling  or  aggravating  the  fymp- 
toms  in  thefe  difeafes. 

There  are  numerous  and  undoubted  proofs 
cf  tiie  utility  of  mercury,  in  correfting  and 
augmenting  the  biliary  fecretion;  but  the 
mode   of    adminiftering  it  has  not,    perhaps,- 

F  2  been 
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been  fufEciently  attended  to.  I  have  known 
patients,  who  have  voided  nothing  but  blackifli 
llools  for  fome  months,  difcharge  feces  of 
a  light  yellow  colour,  denoting  a  healthy, 
but  deficient  fecretion  of  bile  upon  taking 
fuch  fmall  dofes  of  mercurj^  The  effeA  of  this 
change  on  the  conftitution  and  fpirits,  has 
been  furpriiingly  great ;  though  the  ftate  of 
the  llomach  did  not  appear  to  be  altered. 
The  ufe  of  mercury  by  inundion,  fometimes 
afts  beneficially,  in  correfting  the  biliary 
fecretion  ;  but,  if  the  conftitution  be  irritated, 
and  weakened  by  that  medicine,  the  adliohs 
of  the  liver  are  difturbed  ;  and  the  digefti\'e 
organs  in  general,  become  deranged.  Mer- 
cury in  my  opinion,  acts  moft  certainly,  and 
efficacioufly,  when  taken  into  the  bowels ; 
and  a  much  fmaller  quantity  will  fuffice, 
when  its  application  is  in  this  manner  rendered 
chiefly  local. 


Although  experience  has  made  me  think 
very  highly  of  the  efficacy  of  fmall  dofes  of 
mercury,  in  exciting  and  correcting  the  bili- 
ary fecretion  >  yet  it  ought  to  be  mentioned, 

that 
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tliat  In  feme  few  cafes,  this  medicine  fails  to 
produce  its  ufual  effects,  and  that  the  biliary 
fecretion  becomes  hcahhy  without  its  admi- 
nillration. 

Fadls  are  wanting,  to  enable  us  to  afcertain, 
whether  mercury  ameliorates  and  augments 
the  fecretion^  of  the  other  digeftive  organs, 
as  it  does  that  of  the  liver.  The  ftomach 
frequently  appears  worfe  during  its  employ- 
ment, whiill  the  ftools  are  conliderably 
better;  I  have,  in  fuch  cafes,  difcontinued 
the  medicine,  and  returned  to  it  again  if  the 
ftate  of  the  liver  made  it  njeceflary.  When 
benefit  is  obtained  from  a  fmall  quantity  of 
medicine,  ^ve  naturally  expect  an  increafed 
advantage  from  an  augmented  dofe ;  this  is 
fo  natural  an  error,  that  an  admonition 
againft  it  appears  neceffary.  I  have  obferved 
in  fome  inftances,  where  fmall  dofes  of  mer- 
cury have  unexpectedly  affected  the  mouth, 
that  confiderable  benefit  feemed  to  arife  from 
this  circumftance.  Yet  it  is  wrong,  in  gene- 
ral, to  augment  the  dofe  of  the  medicine,  fo 
^s  to  create  e^'cn  local  irritation  in  the  bowels 
'^       ,  by 


70  GN    DISORDERS 

by  it.  In  the  majority  of  cafes  the  diforder 
has  exifted  for  a  long  time,  and  has  become 
habitual ;  therefore  it  is  not  hkely  to  get  well 
fuddenly.  For  tliis  reafon,  we  ftiould  adapt 
our  treatment  to  the  more  rational  expect r 
ation  of  effe61ing  a  gradual  recovery  thau 
a  fiidden  cure.  The  m.olt  judicious  treatment 
will  not  remedy  the  difeafe,  if  the  exciting 
caufes  continue  to  operate;  fuch  as  impror 
prieties  of  diet,  agitation  of  mipd,  fedentary 
habits,  or  impure  air. 

The  following  cafes  will  afford  fufficient 
teftimony  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  fimple  treat- 
ment, as  I  have  recommended.  In  fome  in- 
veterate cafes,  apparently  depending  on  ella- 
blifhed  nervous  diforder,  it  has  been  ineffectvi^. 
•Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  nervous  affec- 
tion appears  to  require  the  principal  attention. 

,  When  the  ftate  of  the  health  required  it, 
or  the  difeafe  did  not  yield  to  the  treatment, 
which  I  have  defcribed,  I  have  referred  the 
cafe  to  the  phylician  ;  under  whofe  diredion, 
benefit    has    beeii    obtained  by  medicines  of 

more 
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more  adivitj  than  thofe  which  I  had  Ven- 
tured to  recommend,  conjoined  with  tonics, 
and  thofe  medicines  which  are  ufualiy  termed 
nervous. 

In  inveftigating  the  treatment  of  thefe  dif- 
orders,  it  is  necelTary  to  afcertain,  not  only 
what  medicine  is  beneficial,  but  alfo  what 
change  it  produces  in  the  circumftances  of 
the  diforder.  The  adminiftration  of  a  medi^ 
cine  may  in  one  cafe  be  fucceeded  by  a  dis- 
charge of  bile,  and  a  ftriking  reUef  from  long- 
continued  and  diftrefsful  feelings  :  yet  the 
fame  medicine  may  be  given  in  many  other 
inftances  without  the  fame  confequence.  Was 
the  change  then  in  this  inftance  accidental } 
or  mull  it  be  attributed  to  fome  unnoticed 
peculiarity  in  the  difeafe  or  conftitution  ? 

Bark  and  fteel  are  not  uncommonly  given 
in  thefe  difeafes :  they  ought,  I  think,  to  be 
adminillered  in  fmall  dofes,  and  never  when 
the  tongue  is  dry ;  as  they,  feem  to  fupprefs 
^hofe  fecretions,  which  in  many  cafes  are 
s^ready  deficient ;  a^nd  the  increafp  of  which 

would 
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would  tend  to  relieve  irritation  in  the  afFecled 
organs.  I  mention  tiiis  opinion,  however, 
rather  to  account  to  the  reader  for  thefe  medi- 
cines not  having  been  prefcribed  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  cafes,  than  from  any  other  motive  ;  as 
I  do  not  feel  perfectly  competent  to  decide 
upon  their  degree  or  kind  of  utility. 

Vegetable  diet-drinks  appear  to  me  very 
ufefiil  in  tranquillizing  and  correcting  dif- 
orders  of  the  Itomach  and  bowels,  for  this  is 
the  manner  in  whiph  they  feem  to  be  efficacious 
in  the  cure  of  local  difeafes.  The  vegetables 
prefcribed  in  the  different  formula,  are  fo  dif- 
iimilar,  that  we  can  fcarcely  fuppofe  that 
they  act  fpeciiically  upon  the  local  diieafe. 
Even  Sweet-wort  has  obtained  coniiderable 
celebrity.  When  diet-drinks  fail  to  correct 
the  diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs,  they  alio 
feii  to  produce  any  amendment  on  local  dif- 
eafes. vSuch  obfervations  have  induced  me  to 
believe  that  they  have  the  utility,  which  I  have 
afcribed  to  thrm,  of  tranquillizing  and  cor- 
refting  diforders  of  the  liomach  and  bow^els/ 
It  is  allowable  to  form  an  opinion  from  fuc^ 

obfervatio/^i^ 
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obfervations,    though  I   am   fenfible  of  their 
ijivaUdity  as  arguments  to  prove  its  truth. 

Whenever  circumftances  would  permit,  I 
have  recommended  the  patients  to  take  as 
much  excrcile  as  they  could,  fliort  of  producing 
fatigue  ;  to  live  much  in  the  open  air ;  and, 
if  poUibie,  not  to  fuller  their  minds  to  be  agi- 
tated by  anxiety,  or  fatigued  by  exertion. 
When  the  diforders,  which  have  been  the 
fubjed:  of  this  paper,  have  been  long  conti- 
nued, they  do  not  admit  of  a  ipeedy  cure  ; 
hence  attention  to  diet,  air,  exercife,  and 
mental  tranquillity,  are  more  decidedly  bene- 
ficial than  medicines.  Surgeons  in  London 
meet  with  frequent  and  convincing  inftances 
of  the  efScacy  of  pure  air,  Patients  under  the 
irritation  of  a  local  difeafe,  who  fcarcely  eat 
pv  fleep  in  town,  recover  their  appetite,  digef- 
tion,  and  fleep  fo  fuddcnly  on  their  removal 
into  the  countrv,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubting,  that  the  change  of  air  has  produced 
t\iis  beneficial  alteration  in  their  health.  The 
wiole  of  the  plan  of  treatment  which  is  here 
reccmmended  is  fo  limple,  and  apparently  fo 

inefficient. 
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inefficient,  that  its  power  might  reafonably 
be  doubted,  did  not  fa^is  atteft  its  utihty. 
I  iliould  not  have  thought  it  right  to  have 
thus  related  it  in  detail,  but  for  the  purpofe 
of  avoiding  repetition  in  the  recital  of  the 
cafes  w^hich  are  to  follow ;  and  alfo  becaufe 
it  feemed  right  to  ftate  as  explicitly  as  poffible 
to  the  younger  part  of  the  profefTion,  what  are 
the  curative  intentions  in  diforders  of  this 
nature  ^. 


*  After  I  had  written  the  above  account  of  the  treatment,  which 
J  had  found  the  moft  fuccefsful  in  the  corredion  of  difor- 
dared  Itates  of  the  digeftive  organs,  I  was  much  gratified  by  the 
J>erjfal  of  Doftor  Hamilton's  publication  on  the  Effects  of  Pur- 
gative Medicines.  I  think  there  is  a  great  coincidence  in  the 
naode  of  treatment  which  I  have  defcribed,  and  that  which  is 
faniStioned  by  his  more  extenfive  experience.  He  prefcribes 
purgative  medicines  to  a6t  as  eccoprotics,  to  excite  but  not  to 
ftiraulate  the  bowels  j  and  he  combines  with  them  generally 
unirritating  dofes  of  mercury. 


/ 

/ 

/ 
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CASES, 


Section  I, 


Long  before  my  attention  was  excited  to 
idiforders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  I  had  re- 
marked that  there  was  a  paralytic  afFeftion  of 
the  lower  extremities,  refem.bhng  that  which 
is  produced  by  a  diforder  of  the  medulla  fpi- 
nalis,  in  confequence  of  difeafe  of  the  bodies 
of  the  vertebra.  This  paralytic  affedion  alfo 
appeared  to  me  to  vary  with  the  llate  of  the 
patient's  health. 

Thefe  obfervations  led  me  to  propofe  a 
method  of  treatment,  which  proved  fuccefs- 
fal  in  the  cafes  of  two  young  ladies,  who 
were  affected  in  this  manner.  The  iflueS;, 
which  had  been  ineffedually  kept  open  in  the 
back^    were   healed;    and  the   ftate   of   the 

health 
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health  in  ^eueviil  was  amended  bv  attention 
to  diet  and  medicine,  bv  exercife,  and  coun- 
try air.  The  ufe  of  the  Ihnbs  returned  in 
proportion  as  the  health  became  eltablilhed. 
Such  were  the  obfervations  which  I  had 
made  relative  to  this  fubjecl,  when  I  met 
with  the  following  cafes. 


CASE. 

A  young  ladj^  whofe  ftomach  and  bowels 
were  difordered  in  the  manner  already  defcri- 
bed,  became  gradually  alFefted  v/ith  weaknefs 
in  the  lower  extremities,  and  pain  in  the  loins. 
The  pain  became  at  length  Tery  fevere,  and 
was  aggravated  in  a  manner  almoft  infupport- 
able  by  the  agitation  of  a  carriage.  This 
lady  could  fcarcely  walk,  and  gave  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  her  limbs,  fo  exactly  re- 
fembling  that  which  is  fometimes  confequent 
to  difeafe  of  the  vertebree,  that  I  thought  it 
right  to  examine  the  fpine.  I  itruck  with 
my  finger  the  fpinous  procefs  of  each  lumbar 
vertebra,  and  upon  touching  one  in  particular, 
the  patient  complained  of  great  pain  ;     but 

preiTure 
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preflure  on  the  contiguous  vertebrae  alfb 
caufed  much  uneafinefs.  Under  thcfc  circum* 
fiances  I  placed  a  blifter  on  each  fide  of  the 
Ipine,  and  kept  up  a  difcharge  from  the  fur- 
face  by  dreffing  it  with  favine  cerate.  Thefe 
means,  with  rell,  reUeved  her  fufferings ; 
but,  as  her  health  declined,  flie  went  into  the 
country,  where  Ihe  foon  became  much  better. 
The  blilters  were  now  fuffered  to  heal,  and 
Ihe  fliortly  afterwards  had  recovered  fo  much, 
as  to  take  long  rides  on  a  rough-going  horfe. 
She  returned  from  the  country  in  good  health, 
and  xwas  both  mufcuiar  and  fat.  About  a 
year  afterwards  llie  was  fo  ill,  in  the  fame  way, 
that  Ihe  willied  to  have  ilfiies   made  in  the 

!  back :  but  I  would  not  confent  to  this,  trom 
knowing  that  the  bone  could  not  be  difeafed. 

!  Of  this  return  of  pain  in  the  back,  and  weak- 
nefs  in  the  lower  extremities,  fne  again  got 
well,  upon  amendment  of  her  health  in  gene- 
ral. Since  that  period,  now  live  years  ago,  flie 
has  been,  fometimes,  very  well,  at  others,  pale 
and  emaciated ;  and  thefe  changes  have  cor- 
refponded  \a  ith  the  natural  or  deranged  ftate 

of  her  bowels. 

CASE. 
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CASE. 

I  was  confulted  on  the  cafe  of  a  young  lady, 
who  had  been  bliftered  feverely  for  a  pain  at 
the  bottom  of  her  back,  which  was  chiefly 
felt  at  the  junction  of  the  ihum  and  facrum. 
It  was  fiippofed,  that  difeafe  had  taken  place 
in  the  bone  from  fome  injmy,  and  had  aiFected 
the  facral  nerves :  for  flie  could  not  ftand 
wdthout  fupport,  fo  great  was  the  w^eaknefs  in 
the  front  of  the  thighs.  There  w^as  no  pro- 
iedion  of  the  vertebra.  If  the  facral  nerves 
had  been  affecled,  the  leg  ought  to  have  fuf- 
fered  the  greatefi  fliare  of  pain  and  weaknefs ; 
but  that  v/as  not  the  cafe.  She  had  no  appe- 
tite ;  her  tongue  was  greatly  furred ;  her  bow- 
els coliive  ;  and  pulfe  generally  110.  I  lirongly 
objected  to  making  iiiues  in  this  cafe ;  but  a^ 
the  patients'  fufFerings  increafed,  it  was  done. 
She  went  into  the  country,  and  died  in  four 
or  five  months.  The  bone  was  found,  upon 
examination,  to  be  perfectly  healthy ;  but  the 
mefenteric  glands  and  lungs  w^ere  difeafed, 
and  it  was  concluded  that  Ihe  died  of  con-* 

fumption» 
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iiimption.  I  could  not  learn  the  Hate  of  the 
liver,  nor  do  I  knov/  vvhether  its  appearances 
were  particularly  attended  to. 


CASE. 

A  young  lady  had  been  confined  about  fix 
months  to  her  chamber,  on  account  of  pain 
in  the  loins,  and  weaknefs  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities, which  prevented  her  from  Handing  or 
•walkin"'.  The  weaknefs  of  her  limbs  had 
been  gradually  increafing  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
before  it  became  fo  bad  as  to  make  her  inca- 
pable of  moving  about.  lifues  had  been  kept 
open,  during  that  time,  on  each  lide  of  the 
fpine ;  but,  as  the  patient  got  no  better,  my 
opinion  was  alked,  refpecling  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  of  the  bone  :  for  it  was  concluded,  that 
the  iliues  had  only  failed  from  not  ha\dng 
been  made  in  the  right  place.  I  found,  upon 
inquiry,  that  the  chief  feat  of  her  pain  was 
in  the  poiterior  edge  of  the  liver.  Indeed, 
that  vifcus  was  enlarged,  so  as  to  be  felt  in 
the  epigaftric  region,  and  fo  tender  as  to  caufe 

much 
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much  pain  on  being  comprefied,  at  any  part, 
along  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs.     Her  tongue 
was  furred  ;   her  appetite  deficient ;    digeltion 
bad ;  bowels  coftive ;  and  ftools  black,  or  elfe 
untinged  w^th  bile.     I  had  no  hefitation  in 
advifing,    that  the    ilfiies   lliould   be   difcon- 
tinued ;  and  that  attention  Ihould  be  chiefly 
direfted  to  rectify  the  diforder  of  the  chylopoi- 
etic  vifcera.     Mild   mercurials   and  aperients 
w^ere  given,  by  which,  with  other  means,  Ihe 
got  materially  better  in  health,  and  was  able 
to  walk  about  as  well  as  ever.     The  gentle- 
man who  attended  this  patient,  met  me  acci- 
dentally^ two  months  afterwards,  and  informed 
me  that  flie  was  quite  w^ell.     I  faid,  that  as 
her  difeafe  had  been  a  long  time  in  forming, 
it  could  hardly  be  expecled  that  flie    lliould 
recover  fo  fuddenly.     He   confidered  this  ex- 
prellion  as  implying  fome  doubt  of  his  accu- 
racy, and,  therefore,  fent  the  patient  to  me 
in  the  morning.     She  came  from  Lambeth,  in 
a  hackney  coach,  and  looked  very  well :   flie 
obferved,  that  long  before   her  coniinement, 
Ihe  could  not  have  borne  the  agitation  of  a 
carriage;  but  that  now,  fae  did  not  feel  it. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  informed,  by  feveral  intelligent 
Undents,  that  fiinilar  cafes  have  occnrred  in 
the  hofpital :  as  I  was  not  a  witnefs  of  thcfc;, 
I  fliall  not  relate  them.  I  fliall,  however, 
mention  one,  which  I  faw,  and  fuperintendcd 
myfelf ;  although  it  is>  in  fome  meafure,  im- 
perfedl,  as  the  patient  quitted  the  hofpital 
fuddenly,  wdthout  our  knowing  w^here  he 
^'ent  to* 

CASE. 

Thomas  Crighton,  aged  twenty-three,  wa> 
admitted  i«to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  on 
account  of  a  palfy  of  his  iimbs.     About  a  year 
before,  while  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  w'as  yet  un- 
impaired,   he   was    attacked  repeatedly    with 
violent   pain  in  his  bowels;   uniformly   pre- 
ceded by  coftivenefs,    and,  generally,  termi- 
nated by  a  copious  difcharge   of  Icofe,  fetid, 
tlack  ftools.     The  relief  afforded  hj  the  diar- 
rhoea was  fpeedy  and  uniform.     In  the  coorfe 
of  fix  months  his  lower  extremities  became 
affected  with  occafional    twitchings,    and  he 
found  that  he  could  not  regulate  their  mo-* 
tions  in  \^alking:    this  inereafed    to  fudi  a 

G  degree 
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degree  as  to  make  him  incapable  of  taking  any 
exercife.     He  had,  at  the  commencement  of 
his  illnefs,  a  confufion  of  vilion ;  and  a  con- 
liarit  and  violent  pain  in  the  head.     The  for- 
mer   lymptom    increafed    fo   much,    that   he 
could   difcern  no   objed:  diftinclly ;  a  candle, 
for   inftance,    although    held    near    him,  ap- 
peared as  large  as  the  moon.     The  fenfation 
of  his  lower  extremities   continued  perfect; 
but  the  aftions  of  the  bladder  were  no  longer 
under  the  controul    of  the   will ;    the  urine 
fometimes    flowing    involuntarily ;     and,     at 
others,    being  retained  for  fome  hours,,   with 
conliderable  pain.     He,    afterwards,  began  t© 
lofe  the  ufe  of  his  upper  extremities  :  the  left 
hand  and  arm  were  more  affected  than  the 
right ;  but  there  was  no  difference  in  the  af- 
fe&ion  of  the  leg  of  the  fame  fide.     His  Ipeech, 
alfo,  became  much  impaired  ;  he  hefitated  and 
faltered  confiderably,    and   the   tones    of  his 
voice  w^ere   irregular,  fo  that,  at   length,  he 
could  fcarcely  make  himfelf  underftood.     At 
the  time  of  his  admiflion  into  the  hofpital,  there 
was  an  entire  lofs  of  voluntary  motion  in  the 
lower  extremities,  and  a  great  diminution  ia 

that 
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that  of  the  upper.     The  bowels  were   de- 
i*anged ;    there  was  conftant  head-ache ;    the 
Ipeech  was  very  indiftincft ;  arid  vifion  fo  im- 
perfedt,    that  he  could  not   read    the   largeft 
print.     An  iflue  Was  made  in  the  neck,  and 
fome  medicines  Were  prefcribed,  under  the  di- 
redlion  of  the  phyiician.     As  the  treatment  did 
not  prove  beneficial,  I  "vv^as  delired  to  examine 
the  fpine,  and  found  fuch  'a  curvature  and  pro- 
jeftion  of  the  fpinouis  procefles  of  the  up- 
per lumbar  and  lower  dorfal  vertebrae,  that,  I 
thought,  the  bodies  of  thofe  bones  mull  be 
difeafed.     I  was,  therefore,  inclined  to  attri- 
bute the  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities  to 
this  difeafe  of  the  fpine ;  and,  confequently, 
direfted,  that  iffues  lliould  be  made  on  each 
lide    of    the    projeding    vertebras.      As    this 
fuppoiition  would   not  account   for  the   pa- 
ralytic affection  of  the  partis  above,    and  as 
the   bowels   were   deranged,    I  ordered   two 
grains  of  calomel  with  eight  of  rhubarb,   to 
be  taken  twice  a  week,   and  fome  infufion  of 
gentian  v^ith  fenna,  occasionally.     After  ufing 
thefe  medicines,    for  about  three  weeks^  his 
bowels  became  regular,  the  biliary  fecretion 

G  2  healthy^ 
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healthy,  and  his  appetite  good.  He  Could 
move  his  hands  and  arms  nearly  as  well  as 
ever  ;  and  his  eye-fight  was  fo  much  improved 
that  he  could  read  a  news-paper ;  indeed,  it 
was  nearly  well.  The  fimclions  of  the  blad- 
der were  completely  reftored  * ;  his  fpeech 
became  articulate  ;  and,  his  general  health,  in 
every  relpeA,  much  improved.  He  remained, 
in  the  holpital  about  two  months,  but  witli 
very  little  amendment  in  the  ftate  of  the  lower 
extremities,  %vhen  his  friends  fuddenly  re* 
moved  him,  on  account  of  fome  difagreement 
with  the  nurfes,  and  I  was  unable  to  learn, 
whither  they  had  conveyed  him. 

The  hiftory  of  the  preceding  cafe  was  taken, 
by  Mr.  Cruttwell,  who  had  been  for  feveral 
years  a  moll  indyftrious  lludent  at  the  holpi- 
tal,  and  whofe  accurate  obfervation  and  ex- 
tenfive  information  induce  me  to  place  entire 
confidence  in  any  fi:atement  of  a  cafe  which  I. 

*  I  have  feeii  feveral  cafes  which  induce  me  to  believe  that 
the  weaknefs  of  the  fphincter  veficae,  which  occalions  young 
perfons  to  void  their  urine  during  lleep,  very  frequently  arifcs^ 
from  tlic  fame  caufe. 

receive 
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receive  from  him.  To  that  gentlerfiah  1  am', 
ahb,  indebted  for  the  following  particulari 
relating  to  a  patient,  who  di<^d  fome  Httle  time 
ago  in  the  hofpital,  and  whofe  bodj'  was  ex- 
amined. The  difle(3;ion  ferv'cs  ftill  further  to 
elucidate  my  prefent  fubjedl. 

C  A  S  Ee 

EUzabeth  Griffin,  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in 
Auguft,  1805,  on  account  of  an  inability  to 
move  her  lower  limbs ;  v/hich  was  fuppofed 
to  originate  from  a  difeafe  of  the  Ipine.  On 
examination,  however,  there  were  no  appear- 
ances, which  indicated  caries  of  the  vertebra?. 
Her  voice  was,  at  times,  confiderably  afFecled : 
and  ihc  was  fubjed  to  occafional  attacks  re- 
fembling,  in  fome  degree,  epileptic  paroxyfms. 
The  atfedion  of  the  limbs  was  liable  to  con* 
fiderable  variations.  At  times,  as  Ihe  aflured 
me,  ilie  could  walk  acrofs  the  ward  with  very 
little  difficulty  ;  at  others,  ihe  could  not  even 
ftand  without  aiTillance.  Her  tongue  was  ex- 
tremely,   and,    I  believe/  conftuntly   v/Lite  ; 

her 


86  ON    DISORDERS 

her  pulfe  natural.  Her  bowels  were,  gene* 
rally,  coftive,  and  it  was  neceiTary  to  em-f 
ploy  adive  medicines  in  order  to  procure 
ftools,  which  were  always  of  a  dark  colour. 
A  flight  temporary  diarrhoea  fometimes  hap- 
pened, and  Ihe  invariably  remarked,  that  the 
eafe  or  difficulty  with  which  flie  could  walk, 
and  the  pain  in  her  head  w^ith  which  Ihe  was 
troubled,  w^ere  in  exacR  conformity  to  the  ftate 
of  the  bpwels,  all  the  fymptoms  being  re- 
lieved by  the  diarrhoea,  and  returning  as  the 
bowels  became  again  coftive.  There  was  an 
appearance  of  irritability  and  languor  in  the 
eye,  which  I  have  before  obferved  in  thefe 
cafes,  and  the  pupils  were  generally  much  di- 
lated. After  the  patient  had  continued  in  the 
hofpital  about  feven  weeks,  flie  was  attacked 
with  fever,  and  died.  To  this  brief  account  of 
the  fymptoms,  I  now  fubjoin  the  diileflion. 

No  difeafed  appearances  were  obferved  in 
the  brain,  though  it  was  examined  with  the 
moft  particular  attention  :  neither  was  there 
anydifeafe  of  the  vertebrae.  No  difeafe,  in  fhort, 
was  observed  except  in  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

Th© 
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The  chief  morbid  appearance,  in  them,  confided 
in  an  ulcerated  ftate  of  the  villous  coat  of  the 
ilium  near  to  its  termination  in  the  caecum. 
The  ulcers  v^^ere  numerous,  and  fituated  v^here 
the  mucous  glands  are  chiefly  found.  The 
internal  coat  of  the  large  inteftines,  alfo,  ap* 
peared  inflamed. 

The  liver  was  healthy  in  its  ftrudlure.  In 
the  gall  bladder  about  one  ounce  and  a  half  of 
a  light  green  ferous  fluid  was  found,  which 
had  not  in  the  leafl  degree  the  foapy,  or  mu- 
caginous  feel  of  bile, 

Cafes,  like  thofe  which  have  been  related, 
are  not,  if  I  may  judge  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, at  all  uncornmon.  They  fufliciently 
prove,  in  my  opinion,  that  loc^l  nervous  dif- 
orders  and  mufcular  debility  may  arife  from  a 
general  diforder  of  the  health,  in  which  the 
digeftive  organs  are  generally  much  aiFecled. 
This  diforder,  as  has  been  flated  in  the  pre- 
liminary obfervations,  may,  fometimes,  be  the 
€aufe,  and  fometimes  the  efFed,  of  the  nervous 
affeftion.     In  either  cafe,   however,  its  cor- 

redion 
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reclion  is  of  high  importance  in  the  medical 
treatment  of  the  difeafe.     In  the  cafe,  begins 
ning  at  page  7Q,  as  well  as  in  that  which  im- 
mediately follows,    diforder   of  the  digeftive 
organs  mull,  J  think,  be  allowed  tp  be  the  canfe 
of  the  neryous  afFe(9ion,    from   the   fudden 
and   complete  cpflatipn  pf  the  latter,  when 
the  cure   of  the   former  ^as   acpompliflied. 
Decilive  inftances  like  thiefe  are  pa^'tipularly 
valuable ;  they  fli/ew  what  gr^at  ^ervpus  difr 
prder  may  be  produced  by  that  qf  the  digef- 
tive prgans,  and  ppnfequently  hpw  much  the 
latter  diforder  is  likely  to  aggravate  the  former, 
when  it  occurs  even  fecondarily  as  its  effeft. 
I  have  feen  ^  pcnliderable  number  pf  fuch 
cafes,  which  I  cannot  relate  with  precifion, 
becaufe  I  had  ^pt  fufficient  opportunities  of 
pbferving  the  patients,  tp  enable  me  to  note. 
the  progrpfs  pf  the  difeafe  with  accuracy. 

Of  thefe  I  can  only  oblen'-e,  in  general 
terms,  that  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  of 
pain,  imbeGillity^  and  wafting  of  the  mi;fcles 
in  one  of  tlie  Ipwer  extremities,  which  wpre 
conljdereii  ,as  the  effeft  of  difeafe  about  the 

big 
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hip  joint  •   yet  the  event  proved   that   there 
was  no  organic   difeafe   of  that    part.     The 
difeafe  \vas  •.  jnnecfted  v^ith  that  ftate  of  con- 
ftitution     chat   I    have    defcribed,     and    wa^ 
amende4  ag  the  heaUh  in  general  improved. 
I  have  alio  feeu  feveral  inftances  of  v/afting 
pf  the  mufcles  of  one  of  the  upper  extremi- 
ties in  children  ;    fo  much  indeed  were  the 
mufclies   ihrunk,    that   the   bones   and  joints 
could  be  as  diftindlly  examined  as  in  a  Ikele- 
ton.     The  local  affection  in  thefe  cafes  came 
on  fujddenly.     I  lately  faw  a  little  boy,  who 
had  had  this  kind  of  affection  of  his  left  arm 
feveral  years  ago,  and  on  whofe  cafe  I  w^as  at 
that  time  confulted.     The  bowels  had  been 
violently   difprdered   prior   to    the     paralytic 
^ffeftion,   and  were,  at  the   time  I  faw  him, 
in  an  extremely  unhealthy  ftate.     I  recom- 
mended   that  the  chief  attention   fhould   be 
paid  to  correct  the  errors   of   thefe    organs^, 
which   was    in    fome    degree    accompliihed, 
and  that  the  arm  fliould  be  fupported  by  a 
fling.   The  arm  graduallyrecovered,and  thoagh 
it  is  not  at  prefent  quite  fo  large  and  lirong 
as  the  other,  yet  the  difference  is  lb  flight, 

that 
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that  it  would  not  attract  the  attention  of  a 
common  obferver.  About  fix  months  ago 
Ifaw  a  httle  boy  very  limilarly  circumftanced, 
and  in  his  cafe^  the  arm  quickly  recovered 
its  powers  of  motion,  as  the  flate  of  the 
digeftive  organs  became  healthy. 

I  have  alfo  feen  cafes  in  children,  in  whom, 
after  fome  general  diforder  of  the  health, 
accompanied  by  derangement  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  a  mufcular  afFe6tion  of  the  ex- 
tremities has  taken  place,  like  that  which 
produces  the  varus  and  valgus;  I  mean  a 
predominance  of  the  actions  of  fome  mufcles 
over  others,  producing  dillortion  of  the  limb. 
I  have  feen  this  happen  fometimes  in  one, 
fometimes  in  both  the  lower  extremities.  I 
have  alfo  feen  the  arm  fimilarly  affected. 

That  the  local  fymptoms  in  thofe  cafes,  as 
^vell  as  in  thofe  which  have  been  more  fully 
detailed,  arife  from  a  nervous  afFe(?tion  of 
the  brain,  and  not  from  any  caufe  acting 
locally  on  the  nerves  of  the  affected  part, 
will,  I  beheye,  on  due  confid^ration  be  granted. 

I  fufpea 
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J  fiifpeft  however  that  fome  perfons  may 
heiitate  to  admit  fuch  an  opinion,  from  the 
belief  that  dilorder  <?£  the  brain  muft  operate 
generally,  and  not  partially,  on  the  nervous 
iyftem.  Perhaps  the  contemplation  of  the 
ponfeqiiences  of  flight  apople6lic  efFulions  in 
the  brain,  may  affift  us  in  forming  juft  notions 
,  on  this  fubjed.  Such  slight  efFufions  of  blood, 
occurring  in  various  parts  of  the  brain,  have 
been  known  to  paralyze  one  leg  or  one  arm, 
or  the  mufcles  of  the  tongue,  or  of  one  half 
of  the  face,  without  affeding  the  reft  of  the 
nervous  or  mufcular  fyftem. 

Another  opinion  which  I  wiih  to  be  con- 
^dered  is,  whether,  when  there  is  conlider- 
able  and  continued  paraljiis,  there  muft  necef- 
iarily  exift  fome  preliure  or  organic  difeafe 
in  the  brain.  That  this  exifts  in  many  in- 
ftances  is  undoubted ;  but  the  number  of  cafes 
in  which  the  paralytic  afFeftion  is  merely 
nervous,  and  independent  of  vifible  difeafe, 
is  in  my  opinion  very  cenfiderable.  The  in- 
ftances  which  have  been  related  w^arrant  this 

concluiion. 
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concluiion,  and  lliew  fuch  cafes  to  be  more 
frequent  than  is,  I  believe,  generally  fuppofed. 
When  there  is  organic  ^feafe  of  the  brain, 
the  cafe  feems  to  be  very  hopelefs ;  and  pro-' 
bably  no  conliderable  alleviation  of  the  fymp- 
toms  will  take   place,   by  that   attention  to 
the  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs  which  I  have 
recommended.     In  dubious  cafes,   and  fuch, 
on  the  firft  examinatian  of  them,  the  majority 
of    thefe    occurrences    will    probably   be,    it 
feems   right  to  try   the  eifecl  of  correfting 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  with  a  view 
to  alleviate  nervous  irritation,  before  we  pro- 
ceed  to   thofe   feverer  methods,    which  the 
belief  of  the  exiftence  of  organic  or  vafcu- 
lar  difeafe  in  the  brain  would  induce  us  to 
inftitute.     For   if  blood-letting   and   counter 
irritation  be  employed,    in  order  to  diminifli 
vafcular  action ;  or  if  mercury  be  employed 
to  fome  extent  in   order  to  induce  the  ab- 
forption   of  depofited  fubftance ;   tllefe  mea- 
fures    muft    aggravate   that    diforder    of   the 
general   heaJth,    upon    which,    in   many  in* 
ilances,  the  ner\'ous  affection  depends. 


My 
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My  objecfl,  in  the  recital  of  the  foregoing 
cafes,  is  to  point  out  a  caufe  of  local  paralyfis, 
which  from  its  locality  would,  I  fufpe6t,  be  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  fome  local  diforder  of  the 
nerves  of  the  afFe6led  part.     Such  an  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  would  con- 
fequently   lead    to   an   erroneous    treatment. 
If  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  thefe  cafes 
be   corre6t,    they  can    only    be    fuccefsfully 
treated   by  means  which  operate   upon  the 
Conftitution  in  general.     I  have   particularly 
recommended  that  our  eiForts  Ihould  be  di-^ 
r^6led  to  corre6l   any  errors  that  may  exhl 
in  tlie  functions  of  the  primae  viae,  for  reafons 
that  have  been  ftated  in  the  preliminary  ob- 
fervations.     Of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  endeavours 
I  have  feen  many  more  inftances  than  I  have 
brought    forward;    indeed    the  propriety- of 
fiich  attempts  feems  fo  obvious,   that  I  doub^- 
not  but  they  will  be  made,  and  the  effe^  of  themj 
will,    by  that  means,    be  generally   demon- 
ftrated.      It   is   right    hovv^ever   to    mention., 
that  in  fome  cafes  to  which  I  have  attended, 
I  have  been  foiled  in  my  endeavours  to  cor- 
iQct,  by  the   fimple   meafures  which  I  have^ 

related 
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related  in  the  introductory  remarks,  the  dif- 
orders  of  the  digeftive  organs ;  and  in  thefe 
I  thought  that  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  depended  on  fome  eftablilhed  difeafe 
in  the  brain. 

In  other  cafes,  when  the  functions  of  the 
digeftive  organs  had  been  partially  corrected, 
the  nervous  and  mufcular  afFeftions  were  miti- 
gated, but  not  cured.  Indeed  fufficient  time 
has  not  yet  elapfed  to  enable  me  to  form  a 
probable  opinion,  as  to  the  event  of  fome 
cafes,  to  which  I  allude.  I  have  alio  met 
with  one  inftance,  in  which  the  bowels  be- 
came moderatelv  correct  in  their  ftmctions, 
without  any  evident  amendment  in  the  ftate 
of  tlije  limbs ;  and  I  have  known  two  inftances 
o|f  perfons,  who  were  fuddenly  feized  with 
|?aralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities,  apparently 
dependent  on  general  nervous  diforder,  in 
which  the  digeftive  organs  fcarcely  feemed 
affected. 

In  feveral  of  the^afes  which  I  have  related, 
there  were  nervous  pains  in  the  affeded  limbs. 

That 
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That  local  nervous  pains  may  depend  on  ge- 
neral nervous  dilbrdcr  fcems  to  me  very  pro- 
bable; .-at  leali,  I  can  take  upon  me  to  affirm, 
that  I  have  known  nervous  pains  cured  by 
correding  the  dilbrders,  which  in  thefe  cafe* 
exifted  in  the  digellive  organs.  In  the  cafes 
alfo  of  tic  douloureux  which  have  fallen  under 
my  obfervation,  there  has  been  great  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs ;  and  I  have  knowa 
cafes  refembling  thofe  of  tic  douloureux  cured 
by  correding  the  unhealthy  ftate  of  thofe 
organs. 

I  wifh  finally  to  excite  the  attention  of  Sur- 
geons to  the  Hate  of  the  bovv  els  in  tetanus. 
The  occurrence  of  this  diforder  occafionally, 
when  the  wound  which  produced  it  is  heal- 
ing, feems  to  indicate  that  the  effecls,  which 
have  been  produced  by  its  irritation,  continue. 
It  has  been,  I  think,  fully  fhewn,  that  local 
irritation  may  diforder  the  digeftive  organs; 
which  diforder  continuing,  and  aggravating 
the  afFedion  of  the  fenforium,  may  poffibly 
lead  to  the  produclion  of  tetanus,  at  a  time 
w^heu  the  wound  is  no  longer  irritable.     In 

four 
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fbur  cafes  of  tetanus,  in  which  I  had  ah  op- 
portunity of  inquiring  into  the  Hate  of  the 
bowelS;,  the  evacuations  from  them  were  not 
like  faeces.  I  wilh  to  propofe,  in  inveftigating 
the  caufe  of  tetanus,  as  a  queftion,  what  is  the 
Hate  of  the  bowels  between  the  infiidion  of 
the  injury  and  the  occurrence  of  that  dreadful 
malady  *  ? 

*  Such  cafes  as  I  have  related,  with  others  that  it  would  he 
foreign  to  my  prefent  pui'pofe  to  mention,  have  impreffed  the 
opinion  on  my  mind,  that  diforders  of  the  digeftiMe  organs  may 
originally  caufe,  or  may  fecondarily  aggravate,  a  nervous  diforder ; 
and  produce,  as  has  been  "  mentioned,  in  the  nervous  fyftem,  an 
abolition  of  the  funftions  of  the  brain;  or  a  ftate  of  exci- 
tation cauling  delirium,  partial  nervous  inactivity,  and  ia* 
fenfibiiity  ,*  or  the  oppofite  ftate  of  irritation  and  pain :  in 
the  mufcular  fyftem,  weaknefs,  tremors,  and  pal fy  j  or  the 
contrary  afFe6tions  of  fpafms  and  convuliions."  Could  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  be  proved,  it  would  be  fcarcely  neceiTary  to  add, 
that  thofe  painful  afFe^tions  of  parts,  to  which  perhaps  fonic 
pre-difpofition  exifts^  may  be  excited  in  a  firailar  manner^  fuch 
as  gout  and  rheumatifm.  Indeed  rheumatic  pains  are  very 
nfually  concomitant  upon  that  ftateof  conftitution,  which  exiil^d 
in  the  patients^  whofe  cafes  I  am  relating. 
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Section  II. 


I  Ihall  next  fpeak  of  thofe  cafes,  in  which 
local  diforders  of  the  head,  produced  by  blows, 
are  kept  up  and  aggravated  by  affections  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  After  what  has  been 
obferved  refpecling  the  reciprocal  influence  of 
difeafes  of  the  brain,  and  of  the  chylopoietic 
vifcera,  it  will  readily  be  admitted,  that  an 
injury  of  the  former  may  diliurb  the  funftions 
of  the  latter.  Thus,  concullion  of  the  brain 
occalions  vomiting  as  one  of  its  immediate 
confequences,  and  will  alfo  be  foimd  to  pro- 
duce almoil:  conftantly,  at  a  more  remote  pe- 
riod, that  difturbance  of  the  digeffive  organs, 
which  I  have  defcribed  in  this  paper.  If  the 
difturbance  be  only  moderate  in  degree,  but 
,  continued^  it  will  'often  re-a6l  upon  the  head, 

H  fo 
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foas  to  occafion  an  irritable  ftate  of  the  injured 
parts,  and  impede  their  recovery. 

In  many  cafes  of  blows  upon  the  head,  a 
flow  inflammatory  aflection  continues  in  the 
parts  chiefly  injured,  and  ultimately  produces 
deftrudlive  difeafes.  The  bone  fometimes  be- 
comes difeafed,  or  an  exoftofis  grows  from  its 
internal  table ;  the  dura  mater  becomes  thick- 
ened, or  matter  flowly  coUefts  on  its  furface. 
Such  local  diforders  produce  others  of  a  more 
general  nature,  and  defi;roy  the  patient.  Thefe 
occurrences  are  however,  in  my  opinion,  rare 
in  comparifon  with  the  cafes  firft  defcribed ; 
in  which  a  painful  fl:ate  of  the  injured  parts  is 
kept  up  by  means  of  diforder  exifting  in  the 
digeftive  organs.  The  neceflity  for  an  accu- 
rate difcrimination  between  thefe  diforders, 
mull  ftrike  us  on  the  mofl:  fuperficial  view 
of  the  fubjed  ;  for  the  lowering  treatment 
which  is  neceflary  in  the  firll  and  rarer  cafe 
would  be  detrimental  in  the  fecond  and 
more  frequent.  By  attending  to  the  ftate 
of  the  digeftive  organs  in  thefe  dubious  cafes, 
we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  probable  opi- 
nion 
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nion  of  the  nature  of  the  local  complaint; 
for  if  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the  general 
health  to  excite  or  maintain  it,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  conclude  that  it  is  merely  local ;  on 
the  other  hand,  the  inefficacy  of  evacuations 
in  curing  the  local  difeafe  would  naturally 
fuggell  the  opinion,  that  it  proceeds  from 
irritation,  and  is  dependent  on  a  diforder  of 
the  health  in  general.  It  fhould  be  further 
obferved,  that  when  the  local  difeafe  is  of  an 
inflammatory  nature,  and  likely  to  induce 
morbid  alterations  in  the  ftruclure  of  the 
afFefted  parts,  ftill  it  may  be  maintained  and 
aggravated  by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs. 
I  have  very  frequently  ieen  patients  fufler 
fo  feverely  as  to  w^arrant  a  fufpicion,  that  local 
difeafe  of  the  moll  formidable  nature  exifted ; 
in  thefe  the  ufual  methods  of  treatment 
were  ineffectual ;  and  they  recovered  fuddenly 
or  flowly,  in  proportion  as  the  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs  was  corrected.  I  fball  relate 
fome  examples  of  the  difeafe  under  confiden  - 
tion,  w^hich  w^ill  enable  the  reader  to  identify 
llie  cafe,  w^hen  it  occurs  in. practice. 

H  2  CASE. 
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CASE. 


A  young  gentleman,  about  ten  years  of 
age,  fell  out  of  a  window,  fix  feet  high,  and 
llruck  the  back  part  of  his  head  againft  fome 
ftones.  He  was  ftunned  bv  the  blow,  but 
perfectly  recovered  from  the  efFefts  of  the 
accident  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  a  low 
diet.  He  caught  the  fcarlet-fever  about  fix 
weeks  afterwards ;  and  recovered  from  that 
alio.  But,  whilil  he  was  convalefcent,  the 
pains  returned  in  that  part  of  the  head  which 
had  been  llruck,  with  fo  much  violence  as 
to  induce  the  belief  that  fome  ferious  local  mif- 
chief  would  enfue.  After  they  had  continued 
without  abatement  for  a  few  days,  I  was 
defired  to  fee  him.  He  was  lying  in  bed, 
and  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  on  to  lift  his 
he^d 'from  the  pillow.  The  integuments  of 
Vc\&  occiput  were  fo  tender,  that  he  would 
hardly  allow  me  to  examine  the  part;  I  af- 
fotained,  howe^'er,  that  there  was  no  fluid 
under  tlie  fcalp,  nor  any  inequality  in  the 
bone.     lie  dozed  a  good   deal,    and  lay  in  a 

comatofe 
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comatofe  Hate,  but  was  occalionally  reftlefs. 
His  pulfe  was  very  frequent,  his  Ikin  hot  and 
dry,  and  his  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  yel- 
low fur.  He  breathed  a] moll:  without  moving 
the  diaphragm,  and  complained  much  if  the 
epigaftric  region  was  comprefled.  He  loathed 
food ;  his  bowels  w  ere  collive,  and  his  ftools 
of  a  blackifli  colour.  He  w  as  ordefed  to  take 
fmall  dofes  of  calomel  at  night,  and  draughts 
with  rhubarb  and  kali  vitriolatum  in  the  morri- 
ing.  The  tongue  foon  became  clean,  and  the 
llools  natural ;  his  appetite  and  fpirits  re- 
turned, and  he  no  longer  complained  of  any 
unealinefs  in  the  head. 

This  cafe  prefents  us  with  a  ftriking  ex- 
ample of  what  I  believe  to  be  a  common  oc- 
currence; I  mean,  a  difordered  Itate  of  the 
digeftive  organs  taking  place  fubfequent  to  a 
confiderable  febrile  affection.  Indeed,  when 
w^e  reflect  in  how  weak  and  irritable  a  Itate 
the  brain  muft  be  left  upon  the  fubfidence  of 
fuch  a  diforder,  and  hovv  much  the  chylo- 
poietic  vifcera  muft  fuffer  from  the  impaired 
and  difordered  energ;v  of  the  brain,  wc  mio;ht 

naturally 
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naturally  exped  fuch  a  derangement  of  the 
fundlions  of  the  digeftive  organs  to  enfue. 
When  fuch  diforder  happens  in  this  manner, 
it  frequently  produces  many  local  difeafes,  to 
which  the  conititution  may  perhaps  be  pre- 
difpofed  ;  a  circumftance  I  fli^ll  fpeak  of 
in  a  future  part  of  this  paper.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  it  brought  on  a  painkd  ftate  of  parts  re- 
cently injured,  with  a  conliderable  degree  of 
fever.  That  the  morbid  ftate  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  was  the  caufe  of  both  is  fairly  to 
be  inferred  from  their  ceaiing  fo  immediately, 
when  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  was 
corrected.  A  cafe  of  this  kind,  prefenting  an 
example  of  fudden  recovery,  is  particularly 
valuable,  becaufe  it  clearly  demonftrates  the 
caufe  and  the  eiFedl  in  fuch  difeafes.  The 
caufe  can  indeed  be  feldom  ft)  fuddenly  re- 
moved ;  and  the  gradual  ceflation  of  it  under 
any  plan  of  treatment  leaves  room  for  a 
variety  of  conjeclures,  as  to  the  mode  of  cure 
or  of  recovery  from  thofe  diforders,  which  I 
have  Gonftdered  as  effects.  J  could  relate 
many  cafes  of  ftmilar  but  lefs  fevere  fy mptoms 
prpduced  by  the  fame  caufe,  which  graduajjy 
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got  well,  in  proportion  as  the  dilordcrs  of  tlie 
digelliye  organs  were  corret'iled.  As  it  does 
not,  l^pwever,  appear  to  nie  neceffiiry  to 
accumulate  inllances  to  prove  fo  obvious  a 
fad:,  I  ihall  content  mylelf  with  adducing 
two  more  cafes,  to  exhibit  fuch  effects  in 
diiFerent  points  of  view. 


CASE. 

A  lady  fell  do\\'n  in  frofty  weather,  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  feet  flipping  from  under  her, 
and  the  occiput  ftruck  againll  a  fmooth  Hone 
pavement.  She  was  llunned  by  the  fall,  but 
foon  recovered ;  nor  had  flie  for  fome  weeks 
the  fevere  fymptoms,  which  appeared  in  the 
fequel.  This  circumftance  fliews  that  ther6 
was  nothing  produced  by  the  blow  that  ne- 
ceflarily  caufed  the  fubfequent  fymptoms ; 
w^hich  mull  therefore  be  attributed  to  in- 
flammation or  irritation  taking  place  after- 
wards.  After  fome  weeks  had  elapfed  from 
the  time  of  the  accident,  the  parts  which  had 
been  iiruck  became  extremely  painful;    and 

ihe 
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the  pain  extended  forwards  over  the  fcalp  to 
the  right  eve,  the  light  of  which  became  im- 
perfecL  The  integuments  upon  which  the 
blow  had  been  received  were  extremely  ten- 
der, and  the  patient  became  faint  when  they 
were  examined  even  flightly.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  natm^ally  induced  a  belief  that 
fome  difeafe  was  taking  place ;  and  bleeding 
and  purging  were  employed  to  prevent  its 
progrefs.  The  fymptoms  were  mitigated 
for  a  time  by  thefe  means,  but  they  quickly 
returned  with  as  much  feverity  as  before. 
After  three  months  the  patient  came  to  Lon- 
don, fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  an 
operation  would  be  of  permanent  benefit. 
When  I  iirft  faw  hei',  fne  tottered  in  moving 
from  one  chair  to  another,  and  rephed  to  quef- 
tions  'vvith  helitation  and  elFort.  Her  eye-fight 
was  fo  much  afi:ected,  that  flie  could  not  read  ; 
and  Ihe  entertained  an  apprehenfion  that  Ihe 
ihould  lofe  her  fenfes.  Her  tongue  was  but 
fiightly  furred ;  her  bowels  were  habitually 
cofdve,  and  the  iiools  dark  coloured.  It  vs  as 
evident  Vv'here  the  injury  had  been  received; 
for  the  aponeurofis  had'  been  feparated  from 

the 
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the  pericranium  by  an  efFiifion  of  blood  ;  and, 
though   this   blood   had   been   abforbcd,    the 
detachment   of  the  fcalp  was   diftinguifhable 
by  the  touch.     No  inequality  was  perceptible 
in  the  furface  of  the  bone.     When  I  men- 
tioned my  fufpicion  that  thefe  fymptoms  were 
rather  the  effed:  of  irritability  of  conftitution, 
dependent  on  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  than  of  local  mifchief,  flie  gave  not 
the  leaft  credit  to  the  opinion ;  but  faid  Ihe 
w^as  perfuaded  that  the  bone  was  ftarred,  and 
that  three  fiffures  extended  in  different  direc- 
tions.    I  ordered  her  to   take  five  grains  of 
the  piluL  hydrarg.  every  fecond  night,  and  a 
draught  twice  a  day,  containing  one  ounce  of 
the  compound  infulion  of  gentian,  two  drams 
of  the  infulion   of  fenna,   and   one  dram   of 
the  compound  tindiure  of  cardamoms.     Thefe 
medicines  produced  a  coniiderable  piu'gative 
effecl:.    On  the  fecond  day  there  was  but  little 
pain  in  the   head ;  the  patient  walked  about 
the  room  very  fteadily^  and  had  read  a  newf- 
paper  in  the   morning.     When   I  afKcd  her 
opinion  of  this  farp riling  alteration,  Ihe  im- 
puted it  to   the  evacuations  which  had  taken 
place;    but  ihe  was  itill  perfiiaded  that  the 

bone 
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bone  was  injured,  and  ftill  apprehenfive  that, 
"w^ithout  fome  operation,  flie  fhould  ultimately 
lofe  her  fenfes.  The  medicines  were  con- 
tinued in  fuch  quantity  as  to  procure  only  one 
alvine  evacuation  daily.  A  fortnight  elapfed 
under  this  plan  of  treatment,  during  which 
the  ftools  became  nearly  of  a  natural  colour, 
and  the  patient's  health  was  conliderably 
amended.  There  were  times  when  no  unea- 
finefs  was  felt  in  the  head ;  and,  during  fome 
nights,  the  pain  was  fo  trivial  as  to  give  but 
little  interruption  to  her  lleep.  It  was,  how- 
ever, occafionally  difturbed  by  pains,  which 
wepe,  in  her  opinion,  as  intenfe  as  at  any  for- 
mer period  of  the  complaint.  Her  pulfe  was 
good,  and  her  mufcular  ftrength  greatly  irn- 
proved.  The  occurrence  of  the  pain  in  pa- 
roxyfms  ftrongly  imprefled  me  with  the  belief 
that  it  was  nervous,  rather  than  depending 
upon  local  difeafe.  Under  thefe  circumftances 
all  ideas  of  an  operation  were  difmilTed  from 
my  mind,  but  it  was  far  otherwdfe  with  re- 
fpe61:  to  the  patient.  Being  obliged  to  return 
into  the  country,  Ihe  confidered  the  polTibility 
of  a  relapfe  w  ith  horror ;  and  was  fo  con- 
vinced that  the  bone  had  been  injured,  that 

flic 
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flue  earneftly  requefted  it  might  be  examined, 
were  it  merely  to  afcertain  what  was  the 
fad.  I  fcw  no  objieftion  to  this  examination^ 
but  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  advantage 
might  poflibly  arife  from  an  incilion,  which 
would  loofen  the  tenfion  of  the  fcalp,  and 
produce  a  difcharge  that  might  relieve  the 
irritation  of  the  part.  I  accordingly  made  an 
incifion  of  a  femicircular  form,  extending  far- 
ther back  than  the  part  which  had  been 
ftruck>  and  turned  up  a  portion  of  the  fcalp, 
fo  a^  tp  fee  the  bone,  covered  by  its  pericra- 
nium, to  the  extent  of  a  crow  n  piece.  The 
bone  was  uninjured,  and,  together  with  the 
pericranium,  appeared  perfectly  natural.  The 
fcalp  being  replaced,  the  wound  was  dreiTed 
fuperficially,  without  any  attempt  to  favour 
the  union  of  the  parts.  If  they  united  under 
thefe  circumftances,  there  would  be  an  addi- 
tional reafon  for  believing,  that  neither  the 
bone  nor  the  fubjacent  parts  were  difeafed. 
The  pain  vyas  as  fevere  for  the  two  firlt  days 
^nd  nights  after  this  examination  as  it  had 
been  at  any  former  period ;  ij:  abated  %^"hea 
the  wound  began  to  difcharge,  and  liad  en- 

tirelv 
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tirely  ceafed.on  the  fifth  day.  This  ftate  of 
tranqiiiJUty  continued  as  long  as  the  patient 
remained  in  town,  which  was  about  three 
weeks  after  the  diviiion  of  the  fcalp.  The 
wound  at  that  time  had  nearlv  healed.  She 
has  fince  had  occalional  returns  of  pain  in  the 
head  when  her  general  health  has  been  difor- 
dered,  but  never  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  a 
fuipicion  that  anj  local  vafcular  difeafe  exifted. 

To  exhibit  the  efFecls  of  the  re-aclion  of 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  upon  thofe 
of  the  head  in  another  point  of  view,  I  fub- 
join  the  following  cafe. 


C  A  S  E. 

iSIay  2g,  1805,  a  labouring  man,  aged 
forty-five,  fell  from  a  confiderable  height 
upon  his  head,  and  was  immediately  brought 
to  St.  Bartholom.ew's  Hofpital.  No  frafture 
of  the  ikull  could  be  difcerned :  and  the 
patient  feemed  to  labour  under  the  effects  of 
violent  concuffion   of  the   brain.     By  vene- 

feclion 
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fedlion  and  other  antiphlogiftic  means,  he 
foon  recovered  his  fenfes.  Every  thing  v^^ent 
on  very  favourably  for  three  days,  when  he 
was  attacked  with  fliivering,  naufea,  pain  in 
the  head,  impatience  of  hght,  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  which  ulually  are  conlidered  as  denoting 
inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain. 
He  was  confequently  bled  ;  and  had  a  blifter 
applied  on  the  head.  He  was  fuddenly  feized 
in  the  evening  with  a  more  excruciating 
pain  in  the  head,  which,  after  lafting  half  an 
hour,  was  fucceeded  by  convullions,-  fo  vio- 
lent that  three  men  could  fcarcely  hold  him. 
When  the  fit  abated,  he  expreffed  himfelf 
much  relieved,  and  faid  that  he  was  eafier 
than  before  its  acceflion.  Some  calomel  and 
rhubarb  were  given  to  obviate  a  coftive  flate 
of  his  bowels.  On  the  next  morning  (June 
2nd.)  he  had  a  return  of  the  pain  and  con- 
vullions ;  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent, 
that  he  was  bled  four  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  This  treatment,  hovv^ever,  had  no 
efFecl  in  diminiihing  the  pain  and  other 
fymptoms,  and  another  tit  of  convullions  took 
place  in  the  evening.     The  purgative  operated 

on 
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on  the  fucceeding  night,  and  brought  away 
a  large  quantity  of  bighly-offenfive  feculent 
matter  of  a  light  grecnifh-yellow  colour.  On 
th^  3d  of  June  his  breath  was  extremely 
ofreniive;  his  f^in  hot  and  dry;  his  pulfe 
quick ;  his  tongue  thickly  furred ;  and  he 
had  great  tendernefs  in  the  epigaftric  region,- 
and  right  hypochondrium.  He  w^as  ordered 
to  take  two  grains  of  calomel  immediately^ 
and  a  faline  medicine  at  intervals ;  this  pro- 
duced two  m.otions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day^. 
By  purfuing .  this  plan  for  a  few  days,  the 
itate  of  his  bowels  was  rendered  more  regu- 
lar, and  the  difcharges  acquired  a  healthy 
colour;  in  proportion  as  this  was  effected, 
the  tendernefs  of  the  abdomen  was  removed, 
and  the  tono'ue  became  clean.  He  had  no 
return  of  convulfions,  the  pain  and  other  fymp- 
toms  fubfided,  and  in  a  fliort  time,  when  the 
digeftive  organs  had  been  reftored  to  a  natural 
ftate,  he  went  out  of  the  Hofpital  perfectly 
Well. 

Gafes  of  this   defcription  have  been  noted 
from   the  earlieft   ages.     Many   pallages    are 

to 
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to  be  met  with  in  Galen,  that  fliew  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  circumftances 
that  have  been  Hated  in  this  fedlion.  Ber- 
trandi*  has  related  inftances  of  abfcefles 
taking  place  in  the  liver  confequent  to  injuries 
of  the  head.  Andouillef  relates  additional 
cafes,  and  makes  further  obfervations  on  the 
fame  fubjedl.  Of  late,  Richter  ;j;  has  deli- 
vered fimilar  opinions,  and  has  directed  the 
pra6lice  which  fliould  be  purfued,  when  the 
head  is  difordered  by  the  re-a6tion  of  affec- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs.  Still  however 
thefe  circumftances  feem  to  me  to  be  ftated 
rather  as  occalional,  than  as  occurrences 
which  are  common  and  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pe6led,  and  I  therefore  think  myfelf  war- 
ranted in  fuppofing,  that  they  have  not  made 
^  fufficient  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  Sur-. 
geons,  in  this  country  at  leaft. 

I  beg  leave,  in   the  concluiion  of  this  fee- 
tion,   to  repeat  what  was  faid   in  the  former 

f  Memolres  de  VAcaJemie  de  Chirurgie^  torn.  3,  p.  484. 

f  Ibid,  p.  506. 

t  Chiirnrg.  Biblioth.  b.  viii,  p.  ^38. 
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one,  viz,  that  I  conlider  the  difeafe  as  depend-' 
ing  on  nervous  irritation  in  the  parts  affected, 
which  is  either  caufed,  maintained,  or  ag- 
gravated by  diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs. 
Tet  as  the  local  difeafe  muft  be  regarded  as 
chiefly  nervous,  it  might,  in  fome  rare  in- 
ftances,  exift  independently  of  any  manifefl 
diforder  of  thofe  organs.  I  may  further 
add,  that  much  nervous  irritation  in  any 
part  generally  excites  vafcular  action.  It  be- 
comes therefore  highly  important  to  attend 
to  the  nature  and  cure  of  fuch  diforder,  as  it 
might  ultimately  lead  to  the  production  of 
organic  difeafe,  which  would  deftroy  the 
patient. 


CASES. 
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CASES. 

Section  IIL 

1  proceed  to  fpeak  of  fome  difeafes  of  the 
throat,  Ikin,  and  bones,  which  fo  much  refem- 
ble  venereal  complaints,  that  they  are  fre- 
quently treated  as  fuch;  but  which  take 
place  without  any  reafonable  ground  for 
attributing  them  to  the  abforption  of  any 
morbific  poifon.  A  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  conftantly  exilis  in  thefe  cafes;  and 
produces,  or  at  leaft  aggravates  and  protrafts 
aftate  of  weakhefs  and  irritability  of  con- 
llitution ;  to  which  the  origin  of  the  difeafe 
muft  undoubtedly  be  referred, 

CASE. 

A  gentleman  reliding  in  the  country,  who 
had  been  many  years    married,    and   v>*hofe 

I         ■  moral 
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moral  charafter  prevented  any  fufpicion  of 
his  having  expofed  himfelf  to  venereal  infec- 
tion, had  an  ulcer  in  the  right  tonfil,  pofleffing 
every  charaeler  of  a  truly  fyphilitic  fore.  The 
figure  of  the  ulceration  was  oval;  it  had 
extended  itfelf  deeply,  and  prefented  a  furface 
covered  with  adhering  matter,  and  without  the 
leaft  appearance  of  granulations.  It  had  con- 
tinued three  months  without  amendment,  al- 
though various  medicines  had  been  employed 
during  that  period.  Thefe  circumftances  im- 
prelTed  the  minds  of  the  medical  attendants  with 
an  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  was  venereal.  On 
me  they  had  a  contrary  effect.  I  thought 
that  a  venereal  ulcer  w^ould  have  become 
materially  worfe  in  that  time,  as  mercury 
had  not  been  ufed  to  arrell  its  progrefs.  Find- 
ing tii^t -the  patient  had  a  furred  tongue,  and 
diforder  of  the  digellive  organs,  I  recom- 
mended, as  the  nrft  objed  of  attention,  the 
correc9:ion  of  that  derangement  of  the  fto- 
mach,  from  which  the  fore-throat  had  pro- 
bably originated.  The  patient  went  to  the 
fea-fide,  where  his  throat  was  alternately 
better   and   worfe ;    but    tKe   dimenlions    of 

tiic 
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the  ulcer  were  not  enlarged.      Three  months 
elapfed   before   I   faw    the    patient  a  lecond 
time;    when  I  told  him,   that  my  argument 
againft    the    complaint    being    venereal    was 
greatly  ftrcngthened.     It  was    manifeft   that 
the  diforder,  to  which  I  had  imputed  the  fore, 
ilill  exifled.     Being  unwilhng  hov/ever   that 
the  refponfibiiity   fliould    reft    entirely  upon 
myfelf,   I  advifed  him  to  confult  another  fur- 
geon,   who^  judging    of  the    nature   of   the 
fore  from  its  appearance  (which  indeed  was 
ftrikingly  chara6lerillical  of  venereal  difeafe)^ 
recommended   a   courfe    of    mercury.      The 
patient   underwent,    in   confequence    of    this 
advice,    a   regular   mercurial    courfe ;    during 
which  the  fore  got  Vv'ell.     Between  two  and 
three  months  afterw^ards  another  fore  formed 
in   the  palate,   w^hicli  h^d  the  charafters   of 
a  venereal  ulcer^   in  a  ftill  more  ftriking  de- 
gree,   if  poiTible,    than    the  former*     It  was 
fitujafeed    juli    where    the     foft    palate     pro- 
ceeds  from  the  bone.     It  w^as   of  a  circular 
figure,  and  fo  deep  as  to   expofe   the  bone. 
The  circumference  of  the  ulcer  vras  tumid 
and   inflamed :    its    edges   Vrtre   not   im ooth, 

i  3    -  but 
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but  had  a  tendency  to  ulcerate.  There  wa!5 
no  appearance  of  granulations,  and  the  dif- 
charge  adhered  to  the  furface  of  the  ulcer. 
The  patient  now  applied  to  me  again ;  when 
I  repeated  my  original  opinion,  that  thefe 
fores  depended  on  the  ftate  of  his  health  in 
general.  He  confulted  another  Surgeon,,  who 
recommended  the  ufe  of  the  Lifoon  Diet- 
Drink,  with  the  application  of  the  oxymel 
seruginis  to  the  part ;  under  which  treatment 
the  ulcer  healed ;  and  no  other  complaint 
has  fince  occurred,  though  two  years  have 
elapfed, 

CASE. 

A  gentleman,  who  was  habitually  fubject 
in  a  great  degree  to  diforder  of  the  digeltive 
organs,  had  an  excoriation  of  the  prepuce^ 
ivhich  had  continued  about  three  weeks, 
when  copper- coloured  eruptions  camcii  out 
all  over  his  body,  fo  ^ftrikingly  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  are  venereiil,  that  fome  of  his 
medical  attendants  recommended  the  imme- 
diate ufe  of  mercury.     It  w^as  however  agreed 

to 
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to  delay  the  mercurial  courfe  for  a  little  time ; 
and  to  give  the  patient  half  a  grain  of  calomel, 
with  three  grains  of  hemlock  night  and 
morning,  and  a  fohition  of  magnefia  vitrioiata 
in  mint- water,  fo  as  to  keep  the  bowels 
freely  open.  The  fpots  began  to  die  away 
aim  oil  immediately,  and  foon  difappeared  alto- 
gether. The  patient  then  mentioned  that 
he  had  feveral  times  had  the  fame  kind  of 
eruption,  which  had  difappeared  in  like  man- 
ner upon  taking  fome  opening  medijciiies. 

In  calling  the  reader's  attention  to  thofe 
difeafes  of  the  bones  which  refemble  fyphi- 
litic  atFeftions,  I  fliall  not  pretend  to.  relate 
any  cafe  in  detail ;  for  Surgeons  can  feldom 
trace  the  progrefs  of  thefe  difeafes  for  themr 
felves,  but  are  obliged  to  rely  on  the  doubtful 
hiftory  given  of  their  patients.  I  Ihall  endea- 
vour to  Iketch  the  principal  parts  of  the 
fubjecl,  referring  to  particular  cafes,  merely 
to  ihew  that  the  picture  is  not  drawn  from 
fancvj  but  is  copied  frqm  natiu'e. 

I  have  been  frequently  coniulted  on  account 
pf  fappofed  ven-ereal  affedions  of  the  bonesj 

where 
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where  the  perioiteum  has  been  thickened  and 
tender,  and  the  bone  enlarged,  and  the  con- 
comitant pains  have  been  lb  much  aggravated 
at  night  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  relt.  The 
hiftorj  of  the  cafe  has  removed  all  fufpicion 
of  a  venereal  origin;  v/hiie  general  indifpo- 
lition,  a  furred  tongue,  lofs  of  appetite,  and 
-Other  attendant  fjniiptoms,  have  clearly  indi- 
•cafed  great  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic  vifcera. 
By  attending  to  the  fcate  of  the  digeltive  or- 
gans in  tliefe  cafes,  the  patient's  health  is 
amended ;  the  general  rheumjatic  pains  are  di- 
minifned ;  fleep  is  procured ;  and  the  difeale 
has  receded  almoft  entirely.  After  Ibme  time 
has  elapfed,  the  bone  may  again  fwell,  the 
fwelhng  may  again  be  checked,  and  return  no 
more.  Perhaps  limilar  difeafes  may  take 
place  in  other  bones,  at  tniies  very  remote 
from  the  firfl  occurrence  of  the  diforder.  If 
mercury  be  not  employed,  tliere  are  deciiive 
circumltances  in  the  hiltory  of  the  difeafe, 
which  prove  that  it  is  not  fyphiUtic.  Some- 
times fuppuration  takes  place,  and  expofes  the 
bone :  tlih  occaiionally  proves  a  kind  of  crilis 
to  tlie  difeafe  at  that  part.  But  tlie  circum- 
fiajltcs  of  thefe  difeafes  are  ib  variables,  as  to 

preclude 
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preclude    a    complete   enumeration    of  their 
lymptoms, 

I  Ihall  briefly  mention  the  cafes  of  two  pa- 
tients, by  whom  I  w^as  confulted  about  the  fame 
time,  in  ordc  r  to  identify  the  difeafes  to  which  I 
allude.  Both  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  married 
for  many  years;  and  there  w^as  not  the  leaft  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  any  mbrbific  poifon  had  been 
imbibed.  They  became  generally  indifpofed, 
had  reftiefs  nights,  pain  in  the  head  and  about 
the  llioulders  ;  and  a  painful  thickening  of  the 
periofteum  of  the  tibia,  with  enlargement  of 
the  bone,  took  place.  The  chylopoietic  vifcera 
were  difordered  in  both  thefe  cafes.  One 
gentleman  had  ufed  mercury  repeatedly  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  which  produced  a  temporary 
alleviation  of  his  difec.fe ;  bat  his  fufterings 
feemed  to  be  augmented  upon  the  ceflation  of 
the  mercurial  ex-citement.  The  other  patient 
never  ufed  any  mercury.  They  both  expe- 
xienced  a  conliderable  mitigation  of  pain  from 
thofe  medicines,  which  corrected  the  ftate  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs.  Tiicir  difeafes  were 
jzhecked;.  and  never  became  again 'fo  bad  as 

before 
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"before  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  ftate  of 
the  vifcera.  Both  thefe  patients  were  better 
or  worfe  as  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  varied ; 
and  they  both  gradually,  but  flowly,  recovered. 

Similar  difeafes  are  fo  common,  that  I  be- 
lieve every  furgeon  of  experience  will  admit 
that  aiFedions  of  the  bones,  with  wandering 
pains,  often  occur  from  general  diforder  of  the 
health.  I  have  never  itcn  thefe  cafes  unac- 
companied by  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic 
organs ;  and  I  have  always  found  them  moft 
benefited  by  w^hatever  has  tended  to  reclify 
the  funcftious  of  thefe  organs. 

There  was  no  reafoii,  in  any  of  the  cafes 
alluded  to,  to  fufpect  the  abforption  of  poifon. 
I  will  add  another,  to  corroborate  this  liate- 
ment.  A  gentleman,  who  had  been  married 
about  eight  years,  and  had  no  venereal  difeafe 
during  that  period,  was  feized  with  a  violent 
fever.  Shortly  after  his  recovery,  a  thicken- 
ing of  the  periofteum  on  the  parietal  bone 
took  place.  The  fcalp  was  alfo  much  fwollen, 
fo  as  to  threaten  fuppnration.     He  was  at  this 

time 
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time  in  ill  health,  and  had  great  derangement 
of  the  digeftive  organs.     By  fuch  attention  to 
this  latter  dilbrder  as   I   have  mentioned  in 
former  cafes,  this  fwelling  fiibfided,  and  no 
trace  of  it  remained.     The  patient  afterwards 
went  into  the  country,  wher^  his  health  w^as 
ilill  more  amended.     In  about  twelve  montiis 
Jie  had  fever^l  turnours  of  the  fame  kind  in 
different  parts   of   the   cranium ;    one   alone 
Jthreatencd  to  fuppurate :  for  thefe  he  under- 
went a  mercurial  courfe,  which  relieved  them, 
fo  as  to  induce  him  to  perfeyere  in  it  to  an 
pxtent,  which  alrnoft  conftantly  cures  venereal 
(iifeafe.     His  health,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  mercurial  courfe,  being  much  difordered 
fey  the   medicine,    his    difeafes   became  pro- 
portionally aggravated ;    he  therefore  defilted 
from  the  ufe  of  mercury ;  at  which  time  his 
complaint!  w^ere  but  little  better  than  at  their 
commencement.       Thefe   difeafes,    however, 
gradually  got  well  \n  the  fpace  of  little  more 
than  a  year ;  ftiil  the  patient  continued  in  ^ 
bad  itate  of  health,  the  fymptoms  of  whic!^ 
were  a  furred  tongue,  indigeftion,  and  faulty 
biliary  fecretion. 

Iad4 
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I  add  another  cafe,  which  came  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Eaillie.  A  ftudent  of  me- 
dicine, who  attended  the  lectures  in  Windmill- 
ftreet,  was  obferved  to  look  very  much  out  of 
health ;  and^  on  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  he 
had  nodes  upon  his  Ihins,  which  fo  exactly 
refembled  tliofe  that  are  venereal,  that  no 
doubt  was  entertained  of  their  being  of  that 
nature.  It  was  therefore  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  him  not  to  delay  the  mercurial 
courfe,  which  feemed  requilite  for  the  cure. 
He  was  very  reludifint  to  comply  ^^dth  this 
advice,  and  declared  upon  his  honour  that  he 
had  iimilar  fwellings  before  he  had  had  any 
fexual  connection.  This  declaration  made  the 
mercurial  plan  be  laid  ailde ;  and  the  nodes 
got  w^eil  by  a  ftrong  decoction  of  farfaparilla, 
without  a  iingle  grain  of  mercury  being  em- 
ployed. Now,  if  this  account  be  accurate,  it 
iliews  that  difeafes  like  fyphilis  can  arife  from 
diforder  of  the  health,  even  without  any  fexual 
intercourfe. 

All  fdrgeons  of  experience  will,  I  believe, 
iidrnit  that  difeafes  refembhng  lyphihs  occur 

from 
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from  diforder  of  the  health  in  general.  In  all 
the  cafes  which  I  have  inftanced  there  was 
not  the  leaft  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  mor- 
bific poifon  had  been  imbibed  to  produce  the 
difeafes  which  exilied.  I  wifli  much  to  have 
this  point  afcertained  or  refuted  by  the  general 
experience  of  furgeons.  The  cafes,  which 
w^ould  tend  to  eitablifli  it,  muft  be  of  rare  oc- 
currence. All  the  inftances,  to  which  I  have 
alluded^  occurred  in  men  who  had  been  long 
married,  and  on  whofe  veracity  I  could  rely. 
There  is  alfo,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  intrinlic 
evidence  in  each  caie  to  prove  that  the  difeafe 
w^as  not  venereal.  It  was  this  kind  of  cafes 
which  I  had  in  view  in  my  laft  publication, 
in  difcuffing  the  queiiion Whether  thofe  dif- 
eafes, which  may  be  denominated  pfeudofy- 
philitic,  arife  from  fome  miodification  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  or  from  a  peculiarity  of  con- 
llitution  in  the  patients,  Vrho  are  expofed  to 
the  adion  of  truly  lyphilitic  virus.  I  ha.ve 
there  faid,  that  '■'  \t  deferves  to  be  obferved 
that  difccifes  refembling  fyphiiis  do  occur,, 
Yfithout  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  mor- 
bific poifon  has  been  admitted  into  the  fyliem/' 

I  have 
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I  have  been  induced  to  dwell  upon  this  tub- 
Je<3:,  which  may  perhaps  be  confidered  more 
ij^eculative  than  ufeful,   becaufe,  if  the   opi- 
nion were  verified,  it  would  explain  the  oc- 
currence of  pfeudofyphilitic  difeafes  in  a  very 
iiriking   and   fatisfacftory  manner.      If   local 
difeafeS;,  refembling  fyphihs,  may  take  place 
in  the  throat,  fkin,  and  bpnes,  from  a  certain 
ftate  of  weaknefs,  and  irritability  of  conftitu- 
tion,    then   various   modifications    of    animal 
matter  being  abforbed  may  Ic  diforder  the  ge- 
neral health  as  to  induce  fuch  a  ftate  of  weak- 
iiefs  and  irritation,  which  is  likely  to  produce 
thofe  fymptoms ;  and  fuch  fymptoms  are  ra- 
ther to  be  regarded  as  arifing  from  the  pro- 
penfities  of  the  conftitution,    than  from    the 
peculiar  properties  of  the  matter  which  is  im- 
bibed.    It  is  fhevfn  in  my  former  publication, 
that  the  poifon  which  produces  pfeudofyphi- 
litic fymptoms  is  fometimes  abforbed  Avithout 
an    evident   breach   of  fiu'facc   in   the    Ikin ; 
fometimes    from    a    trivial    fore    which    foon 
lieais ;  v/hilli,  in  other  cafes,  it  produces  local 
'!^OYQs  of  various  and  diilijnilar  characters. 


Tf 
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If,  however,  the  reader  fliould  doubt  whe- 
ther diieafes  refembhng  Ijphilis  may  arile 
w^ithout  the  ablbrption  of  infedious  matter, 
that  doubt  will  probably  be  removed  by  the 
facls  which  are  recorded  in  the  next  Section ; 
for  it  will  there  be  Ihewn  that  various  and 
diffimilar  local  diieafes  originate  from  the  fame 
fource,  I  mean  from  a  fimilar  diforder  of  the 
health  in  general. 


CASES, 
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CASE  S. 


Section  IV. 


The  next  clafs  of  cafes,  to  which  I  fhall 
Call  the  reader's  attention,  is  that  of  unhealthy 
indurations,  abfcefles,  and  fores.  Sometimes 
but  one  local  difeafe  of  this  defcription  exiits, 
but  in  general  thej  break  out  in  fucceliion 
in  different  parts  of  the  body.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  their  fucceiSve  formation  is,  I  think, 
a  proof  that  they  depend  upon  fome  error 
in  the  health  in  general ;  and  I  have  accord- 
ing! j^  obferved  that  they  are  feldom,  if  ever, 
unattended  with  diforder  of  the  digeitive 
organs.  The  imperfed:  hiltory,  which  the' 
patients  generally  alibrd  of  their  previous 
Hate  of  health,  will  not  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine with  certainty,  that  the  diforder  of  the 
bowels  v/as   the  caufe  of  their  ill  health  and 

fubfequent 
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fubfequent  local  difeafes  ;  but  I  can  confidently 
alfirm,  that  thofe  difeafes  in  general  become 
tractable,  in  proportion  as  the  diforder  of  the 
vifcera  is  corre<5led ;  and  that  frequently  no 
new  local  fyinptoms  occur,  after  fome  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  ftate  of  the  digeftive 
organs.  The  dileafes  to  which  I  allude,  have 
not  been  defcribed  in  books  of  Surgery ;  and 
indeed  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  delineate  with 
precilion  their  various  appearances.  It  would 
be  quite  impradicable  to  defcribe  all  the 
difeafes  which  make  the  fubjecl  of  the  pre- 
fent  feftion;  namely,  unhealthy  indurations, 
abfcefles,  and  fores.  They  may  be  com- 
pared moft  juffly,  in  variety  and  number, 
with  the  infinitely  diverfified  combinations 
and  fliades  of  colour.  Yet  a  brief  and  ge- 
neral defcription  of  them  will  affiit  to 
recall  them  to  the  remembrance  of  the  expe^ 
rienced  fargeon ;  and  to  enable  the  inex- 
perienced practitioner  to  recognize  them  when 
they  occur. 

Some  of  thefe  aiFedlions  are  quite  fuper- 
ficial,  occupying  merely  the  Ikin.     The  firit 

that 
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that  I  fhall  defcribe  is,  I  believe,  well  knowr! 
to  furgeons,  as  a  difeafe,  which  is  frequently^ 
though  not  conftantlv,  cured  by  giving  mer- 
cury to  fuch  an  extent  as  flightly  to  afFecl 
the  conftitution.  A  fmall  induration  or  tu- 
bercle takes  place  in  the  Ikin,  and  this  is 
followed  by  the  fuccellive  formation  of  others 
at  fmall  diftances  from  the  original  one.  The 
Ikin  between-  thefe  tubercles  becomes  thick- 
ened. Ghord-like  fubftances,  which  are  pro- 
bably indurated  abforbents,  may  fometimes 
be  felt,  extending  along  the  thickened  ikin. 
The  tubercles  ulcerate,  and  form  foul  ulcers, 
which  heal  llowly  and  break  out  again* 

Another  fpecies  of  fuperficial  or  cutaneous 
ulcer  begins  generally  in  one  point,  and  ex- 
tends in  every  divetiion.  The  chafm  of  the 
ulcer  is  formed  either  by  a  very  fudden  ulcera- 
tion, or  by  Houghing.  A  fore  is  left,  which 
firfl:  fecretes  a  fanious,  and  then  an  ichorous 
fluid.  Granulations  afterwards  arife,  and  the 
fore  heals.  The  granulations  are  however 
indurated  and  tmibund  ;  and  when  th^  patient 
fuppofes  that  the  fore  is  cured,  it  is  fuddenly 

reproduced 


reproduced  by  a  proccfs  limilar  to  that  by 
which  it  was  originally  occafioned.  Alter 
Ibme  time  the  ulcer  again  heals,  and  aga^n 
breaks  out.  Whilll  thefe  procefl'es  are  going 
on  in  the  middle,  the  fore  enlarges  in  its 
circumference ;  the  edges,  Which  are  thick- 
fened,  become  at  times  highly  inflam.ed,  and 
either  ulcerate  or  flough.  The  difpolition 
to  difeafe  is  aggravated  by  fits,  and  there 
are  interval  when  it  is  apparently  tranquil. 
When  this  fore  has  enlarged  to  a  conliderable 
extent,  in  the  manner  already  defcribed,  the 
central  parts,  which  have  healed  unfoundly^ 
break  out  into  feparate  ulcers;  and  thus  pre- 
fent  an  appearance  cf  feveral  fores,  connected 
with  each  other  by  indurated  ikin  or  newly-^ 
formed  fubftance. 

I  ftiall  briefly  mention  fome  of  the  principal 
circumftances  relating  to  the  laft  fore  of  this 
defcription,  which  came  under  my  care.  The 
patient,  who  had  been  ill  for  more  than  two 
years,  and  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  mercury, 
came  from  the  country  in  very  bad  health, 
and  with   his   digeitive    organs    much    difor- 

K  dered. 
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dered.  The  fore  was  fo  painful,  particularly 
at  night,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
a  good  deal  of  opium  to  procure  reft.  It 
occupied  the  back  of  the  hand  and  wrift. 
He  had  had  fomewhat  fimilar  fores  on  his 
head  and  face ;  but  they  were  nearly  healed, 
though  difpofed  to  ulcerate  again.  By  that 
attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  which 
I  have  defcribed,  and  by  dreffing  the  fore 
with  an  aqueous  folution  of  opium,  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  healed  in  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks  ;  and  the  remainder  was  fo  much 
amended,  and  fo  little  painful,  that  he  had 
left  oiF  his  opium  Ihortly  after  the  commence- 
inent  of  this  treatment.  As  the  patient's  cir- 
cumftances  made  it  inconvenient  to  him  to 
remain  in  town,  he  went  into  the  country, 
where  the  fore  broke  out  again.  He  then 
applied  to  a  perfon  who  fold  a  famous  diet- 
drink  ;  and  before  he  had  taken  twelve  bottles, 
the  fore  was^  perfectly  healed,  and  has  not 
Imce  broke  out.  The  diet-drink,  he  fays,  had 
no  fenfible  operation ;  but  his  bowels  became 
regular  and  comfortable,  and  his  appetite 
amended  hy  taking  it. 

Another 
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Another  variety  of  thefc  fores  originates  in 
a  more  deeply  leated  difeafe.  The  cellular 
fubftance  under  the  Ikin  becomes  thickened, 
and  an  unhealthy  abfcefs  follows ;  after  the 
burfting  of  which,  a  foul  fore  is  formed.  In 
confequence  of  this  procefs,  the  fafcia  of  the 
limb  is  fometimes  expofed  to  view,  and  feems 
to  have  Houghed  :  vv  hen  the  flough  has  fepa- 
rated,  the  difeafe  may  get  well  flowly.  In 
many  cafes,  hovv'ever,  there  is  no  expofure,  nor 
feparation  of  the  fafcia.  Sometimes  the  fore 
does  not  extend  be3^ond.  the  limits  of  the  ori- 
ginal induration,  but  heals  llowly ;  while 
other  difeales  of  the  fame  kind  occur  in  liic- 
ceffioii  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  In  other 
cafes,  the  ulceration  of  the  original  fore 
fpreads  along  the  contiguous  parts^;  whilft 
thofe  which  were  iirft  aiFecied  get  well ;  and 
thus  the  fore  aiTumes  an  herpetic  characrer. 
In  many  cafes  the  ulceration  extends  from  tiic 
whole  circiimtferenee  of  the  fore,  and  thus  tlie 
fear  and  ulcerated  edges  have  a  circular  or 
oval  foi'm;  in  others,  the  difeafe  is  pro^ 
pagated  in  particular  directions,  fo- ithat  the 

■^2  '.-ulcerated 
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ulcerated  furface  prefents  the  moft  irregular 
and  peculiar  figures. 

Thefe  difeafes  fometimes  are  fmall  in  extent 
in  the  beginning,  but  enlarge  conliderably  be- 
fore the  Ikin  gives  way ;  and,  when  this  hap- 
pens, it  proves  a  kind  of  crifis  to  the  difeafe, 
which  afterwards  heals  llowly.  In  thefe  cafes 
it  becomes  the  objed  of  furgery  to  bring  the 
difeafe  to  a  crifis,  whilft  it  is  yet  of  fmall  ex- 
tent; which  may  be  effefted  by  producing 
ulceration  of  the  Ikin  by  means  of  cauftic. 

Some  of  thefe  fores  are  formed  from  difeafes 
beginning  in  the  abforbent  glands  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  gland,  having  firfi:  beea  indurated, 
fuppurates  and  burfts,  and  ulceration  enfues. 
When  this  circumftance  has  taken  place,  in 
an  abforbent  gland  of  the  neck  for  inftance, 
another  ulcer  may  form,  in  the  manner  above 
ftated,  in  the  Ikin  and  fubjacent  parts,  without 
any  gland  being  involved  in  it.  A  third  ulcer, 
having  a  difeafed  gland  for  its  caufe,  may  form 
in  the  vicinity ;  and  thus  the  difeafe  proceeds 
without  any  regularity. 

I  once 
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I  once  thought  it  a  neceilliry  but  moft 
difficult  talk  for  a  furgeon  to  remark  the  va- 
rieties of  thefe  difeafes,  in  order  to  underftand 
his  profeflion,  and  contribute  to  its  improve- 
ment. But,  fince  I  have  found  that  thefe 
difeafes  indicate  fome  diforder  of  the  health 
in  general,  the  correftion  of  which  is  the 
great  object  in  their  cure  and  prevention,  I 
have  perceived  that  there  is  lefs  neceffity  for 
undertaking  this  moft  arduous  inveftigation ; 
which,  indeed,  could  never  be  accompliflied 
without  very  extenlive  opportunities  and  inde- 
^tigable  diligence. 

It  will  be  found  in  the  majority  of  thefe 
peculiar  difeafes,  that  the  patient  had  been 
indifpofed  for  fome  time  before  the  occurrence 
of  the  complaint,  and,  that  afterwards  the 
health  had  become  more  evidently  deranged. 
The  digeftive  organs  are  difordered.  The 
tongue  is  furred  at  the  back  part,  chiefly 
in  the  morning ;  and  the  biliary  fecretion  is 
deficient  or  depraved.  My  attention  has  been 
direded  to  the  correction  of  this  diforder; 
and  the  moft  beneficial  effefts  have  refultcd 

from 
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from  this  attention.  The  fores  have  healed 
readily  in  fome  inftances  ;  and,  in  thofe  cafes 
where  many  had  formed  in  fucceffion,  no  new 
difeafe  has  in  general  taken  place.  In  fome 
few  inftances,  new  fores  have  formed  after 
th6  medical  treatment  of  the  diforder  had 
commenced,  and  even  after  it  had  been  for 
fome  time  continued.  This  probably  arifes 
from^  the  cliiticiil ty,  which  is  experienced  in 
correcting  an  habitual  and  long  continued 
Gonftittitional  diforder.  In  fome  ftili  rarer 
cafes  I  have  found  limilar  but  much  milder 
difeafes  arife,  after  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  had  been  in  a  great  degree  corrected, 

Whilfc  1  am  writing'  this,  there  are  four 
patients,  whom  I  have  attended  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's hofpital,  with  thefe  difeafes ;  which 
I  mention,  to  Ihew  the  younger  part  of  the 
profellion  how  frequent  they  are.  The  health 
of  thefe  patients  has  been  farprilingiy  amended 
in  a  very  ihort  period,  by  emaploying  the 
means  vvhich  I  have  defcribed ;  and  the  fores 
have  healed  rapidly,  although  nothing  but 
fimple  dre flings  have  been  apphed  to  them. 
'     ^ -^  "  It 
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It  is  not  meant  by  thefe  oblervations  to  de- 
preciate the  utility  of  topical  applications  to 
dileafed  fores,  but  merely  to  fliew  how  much 
they  depend  on  the  ftate  of  the  health  in  ge- 
neral ;  for  fome  of  them^  which  have  remained 
uncorrected  by  a  great  variety  of  local  appli- 
cations, will  get  well  under  fimple  dreflings, 
when  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution  is  amended. 
It  is  not,  however,  to  be  expecled  that  this 
will  generally  happen ;  for  local  difeafed  ac- 
tions have  been  excited,  are  eftablifhed,  and 
may  continue,  independently  of  the  caufe 
which  produced  them.  Topical  remedies  will, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  be  employed  with 
the  greateft  advantage.  Again,  topical  appli- 
cations are  of  the  higheft  utility  in  general 
pradice,  becaufe  an  irritable  fore  affects  the 
whole  conftitution,  and  aggravates  and  main- 
tains that  diforder  by  which  it  might  have 
been  originally  caufed.  The  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs  cannot  in  many  inftances  be 
correfted,  till  the  fretful  ftate  of  the  local 
difeafe  is  diminiflied.  I  may  further  mention, 
with  relation  to  this  fubjecf^  that  I  have  fecn 
patients  who  fcarcely  ever  flept^  from  the  pain 

of 
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of  the  local  difeafe,  whofe  ftomachs  were 
greatly  difordered,  and  who  had  a  diiirefs- 
ing  purging,  which  could  only  be  controlled 
by  opium,  lleep  without  interruption  during 
the  night:  regain  their  appetite,  and  have 
their  bowels  become  tranquil  and  regu- 
lar, when,  after  various  trials,  a  drefling  has 
at  laft  been  applied,  which  quieted  the  irri- 
table ftate  of  the  fore.  It  is  right  however 
to  mention,  that  the  efieds  of  fuch  an  ap- 
plication are  not,  in  general,  permanent ;  but 
after  a  time  the  fore  becomes  again  fretful, 
and  requires  fom.e  nevi^  dreffing  to  fopthe  or 
controul  its  irritability. 

I  have  feen  fome  cafes  of  ilich  dileafed 
fores  as  I  have  defcribed,  in  confultation 
w^ith  other  fiirgeons,  who  have  become  con- 
vinced that  my  opinions  are  well  founded. 
Others  have  occurred,  even  in  the  perfons 
of  medical  men,  whofe  feelings  co-operated 
to  render  ,their  conviflion  more  ftrong. 

Having  thus,  by  general  obfervation,  im- 
bibed the.  opinion    that   the    peculiarities   of 

local 
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local  difeafo  depend  chiefly  on  the  ftate  of 
the  conlUtiition,  I  fhall  relate  Ibmc  cafes, 
which  were  treated  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  which  fiich  an  opinion  would  na- 
turally fuggeft.  I  rnxiH,  however,  previoully 
caution  the  reader  againft  inferring,  that  I 
attribute  all  local  difeafes  to  fome  general 
error  in  the  ftate  of  the  health.  I  have  feen 
local  difeafes,  which  could  not  be  deduced 
from  any  general  indifpolition,  nor  correcled 
by  remedies  which  adl  on  the  conftitution 
at  large.  I  wifli  to  guard  againft  the  fuf- 
picion  of  being  inclined  to  make  general  after- 
tions ;  v/hile  I  avow  at  the  fame  time,  that 
mv  obfervations  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
the  peculiarities  of  local  difeafe  generally 
depend  upon  conftitutional  caufes.  Reafon 
alfo  fuggefts  the  fame  opinion;  for  if  fores 
of  the  fame  Ghara<3;er  break  out  in  fucceliion 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  can  Vv^e  doubt 
but  that  they  arife  from  the  ftate  of  the 
health  in  general  ? 

There  appears  to  me  a  combination  of  nervous 
irritability  and  weaknefs^  and  to  fucha  combina- 
tion 
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tlon  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  peculi-? 
arities  of  thefe  variable  and  unclafled  local 
difeaies.  Perhaps  I  may  explain  my  mean- 
ing further,  by  adverting  to  what  happens 
not  unfrequently  in  cafes  of  venereal  and 
pther  buboes.  The  part  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  have  been  both  weakened  by  the  difeafe 
that  has  occurred;  they  have  been  further 
debilitated  by  the  mercury  employed  for  its 
jcorreftion.  The  difeafe  fublides,  but  a  new 
difeafe  and  acftion  commences  ;  a  trivial 
/  w^ound  frets  out  into  a  phagedenic  fore,  which 
is  very  difficult  of  Cure.  The  fores,  in  dif- 
ferent cafes,  are  nearly  as  various  in  appear- 
ance, as  thofe  of  which  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing.  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  thefe  dif- 
iimilar,  perplexing,  peculiar  fores,  if  not  to 
irritation  occurring  in  weak  and  irritable 
parts  ?  As  the  peculiar  difeafed  actions  of 
thefe  fores  originate  chiefly  from  the  weaknefs 
and  irritability  of  the  parts,  induced  by  the 
previous  diforder  which  they  have  undergone ; 
fo  in  their  advanced  liages  they  frequently 
prefent  the  beft  infiance,  that  can  perhaps 
be  adduced^  of  a  peculiar  local  difcale  exiltr 

ing 


pF  THE  DIGESTIVE  ORGANS^  &C.  ISQ 

ing  independently  of  conftitutional  diforder. 
It  is  true  they  aftedt  the  health  in  general ; 
but  it  may,  by  attention,  be  kept  in  a  mode- 
rately right  ftate,  and  yet  thjC  fore  remains  un- 
amended. The  difeafed  actions  of  thefe  fores 
fometimes  gradually,  and  fometimes  fuddenly 
ceafe;  when  healthy  adions  fucceeding,  the  fore 
heals.  I  remember  a  fore  of  tliis  defcription, 
to  which  aim  oft  every  variety  of  dreffing 
had  been  tried  without  benefit.  It  was  very 
exteniive,  and  had  burrowed  in  various  direc- 
tions beneath  the  ikin.  The  ulceration  at 
length  became  llationary ;  but  after  nine 
months  the  fore  fiill  remained  as  foul  and 
fretful  as  it  had  been  for  a  conliderable  time  ; 
when  in  the  courfe  of  one  week  it  perfectly 
cicatrized,  leaving  the  hollows  which  I  have 
defcribed ;  for  it  had  thrown  out  no  granu- 
lations to  fill  thefe  chafms. 

Having"  thus  ftated  the  opinions,  which  I 
have  formed,  relative  to  thefe  kinds  of  local 
difeafes ;  and  which  were  deduced  fromi  cafes 
too  mmierous  to  record,  of  which  I  have 
preferved  no  accurate  accounts ;  I  proceed  to 

relate 
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relate  fbme  cafcs  treated  in  confoi'mity  to  thefe 
opinions,  \A'hich  will,  I  truft,  be  fuffici- 
^nt  to  exe'mplify  and  illullrate  the  prefcnt 
fubjecl, 

CASE, 

A  gentlernan's  leryant,  between  thirty  and 
forty  y.ears  of  age,  was  fent  to  me  with  a 
tad  ulcer  in  his  cheek,  litnated  between  the 
nofe  and  under  eye-lid.  The  farrounding 
parts  were  inflamed,  fwoln,  and  indurated, 
fo  as  to  rife  fully  half  an  inch  above  their 
natural  level.  The  fore  was  of  an  oval 
iigiire ;  meafuring  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  length,  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth 
and  depth ;  indeed  I  could  fcarcely  fee  its 
hpttom.  The  furface  Vvas  covered  by  ad- 
Iiering  matter  of  a  greeniili  hue.  The  cuticle 
round  the  margin  was  thickened,  and  had 
in  fome  parts  fcaled  off.  The  patient  had 
been  rubbing  in  the  mercurial  ointment 
for  this  complaint.  He  declared  that  he  had 
Lad  no  chancre  for  many  years,  but  had  con- 
tracied  a  gonorrhoea  about  a  }  ear  before  hi^ 
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prefent  dilbrdcr.  His  health  was  much  dif- 
turbed  ;  he  had  no  appetite ;  his  tongue  was 
much  furred  and  tremulous  ;  his  bowels 
alternately  coltive  and  lax  ;  his  faeces  black- 
ifli.  I  advifcd  him  to  take  five  grains  of 
rhubarb  about  an  hour  before  dimier, 
and  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond  night,  wilh  caftor  oil  or  fcnna  tea 
occafionally,  fo  as  to  procure  a  motion  daily. 
The  fore  was  drefled  v\^ith  fperma  ceti  cerate. 
I  faw  him  again  in  three  days ;  vrhen  he  faid 
that  he  felt  himfcif  under  the  greatefc  obli- 
gations to  me.  He  had  been  entirely  free 
from  pain  and  diftrefsful  fenfations,  fincc  he 
began  to  ta.ke  the  medicines ;  although  he 
declared,  that  before  that  time,  he  Ihould 
have  been  thankful  to  anv  one  who  would 
have  deltroyed  him.  I  mention  this,  becaufe 
I  have  often  remarked  in  thefe  cafes,  the  fur- 
prifingly  great  rehef  and  comfort  which  have 
arifen  from  a  change,  produced  by  means 
apparently  iniignificant  and  inadequate.  The 
bowels  now  acled  regularly,  and  the  Itools 
were  more  copious  and  of  a  more  natural 
colour,   and  to  this  coiTeciion   of  the  biliary 

fecretions 
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fecretions  I  am  inclined  to  impute  that  relief; 
tvhicli  he  fo  forcibly  depicied.  The  fore 
bad  difchafged  profufely;  the  furrounding 
fwelling  and  inflammation  were  much  lef- 
fened.  He  purfued  the  fame  plan  of  treat- 
ment for  a  month ;  during  which  time  he 
recovered  his  appetite ;  his  tongue  became 
clean;  his  bowels  regular,  and  the  biliary 
fecretiori  natural.  The  fore  had  contradled 
into  a  fmall  compafs^  but  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  granulations ;  and  the  furround- 
ing parts  were  not  fwoln,  though  Hill  red; 
His  health  became  at  this  time  again  much  dif- 
ordered,  in  confequence  of  his  catching  cold, 
from  expofurd  to  rain.  He  had  pain  in  the 
bowels,  with  a  flight  purging;  his  appetite 
failed ;  his  tongue  w^as  furred  ;  and  he  had  a 
fevere  cough,  attended  with  copious  expec- 
toration. The  fore  on  the  cheek  alfo  enlarged 
to  about  one  half  of  its  former  lize  :  and  the 
furrounding  parts  became  tumid.  I  had  the 
patient  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew^'s  Hof- 
pital,  where  he  took  the  decoftion  of  caf- 
carilla  with  fquills.  His  cough  got  materially 
Letter  in  a  fhort  time :  the  Hate  of  his  ftomach 

and 
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and  bowels  aUb  greatlj  improved.  The 
lore  again  diminifhed  in  fize.  About  a  fort- 
night after  his  admiffion  into  the  hofpita},  an 
eruption  came  out  over  his  whole  bodj.  The 
fpots  were  of  a  copperilh  hue,  but  rather 
fmaller,  and  more  elevated,  than  venereal 
eruptions  generally  are  *.  Some  of  the 
eruptions  gradually  difappeared  ;  and,  in  about 
a  fortnight,  it  was  certain  that  many  were 
entirely  gone.  About  this  time  he  began  to 
complain  of  his  throat ;  and  an  ulcer,  of  the 
Gze  of  a  Hulling,  formed  in  each  tonfil.  The 
edges  of  thefe  fores  were  elevated,  and  un- 
even, without  any  appearance  of  granu- 
lations ;  the  furface  was  covered  with  yelloiv 
adhering  matter.  The  patient  now  again 
caught  cold :  he  was  attacked  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  and  purging,  which  obliged  hint 
to  get  up  frequently  in  the  night,  and  to  re- 
main for  fome  time  out  of  bed.  The  cough 
and  expectoration  returned  :  he  loft  his  appe- 
tite ;  and  had  a  furred  tongue.  Dr.  Roberts, 
whom  I  met  at  the  hofpital,  did  me  the  fa- 

*  Many  perfons  who  faw  this  patient  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  all  the  fynnptoms  arofe  from  fyphilis  5  it  was  tiieir 
progrers  alone  which  evinced  the  contrary. 

vour 
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vour  to  prefcribe  for  him.  In  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  an  erjfipelatous  inflammation  ap- 
peared on  the  right  fide  of  his  face,  oppolite  to 
the  fituation  of  the  fore.  The  evehds  were  fo 
•tumid  that  he  could  not  open  them:  the 
erjiipelas  fpread  to  the  other  fide  of  the  face  • 
and  the  other  eye  was  equally  clofed.  The 
fever  alfo  ran  very  high^  and  the  patient 
became  delirious  ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged,  for 
many  days,  to  be  confined  by  a  ftrait  waill- 
coat.  Thefe  fymptom-s  graduallj^  abated,  and 
he  recovered,  fo  as  to  be  in  better  health 
than  I  had  ever  {ecu  him.  He  was  difcharged 
in  about  fix  weeks,  in  a  fi:ate  of  conva- 
lefcence ;  .  and  attended  Dr.  Roberts  as  an 
out-patient.  The  eruption  and  fore  throat  had 
entirely  difappeared ;  the  original  ulcer  was 
firmly  healed  ;  and  the  contiguous  fl^in  had  be* 
come  foft  and  natural,  though  it  was  Hill  difco- 
loured.  A  year  has  fince  elapfed,  and  he 
has  had  no  return  of  his  complaints. 

It  is,  I  think,  fufficiently  evident,  in  the 
prefent  infi:ance,  that  the  peculiarities  of  itie 
local  difeafes  had  their  origin  in  the  ftate  of 
the  confiitution. 

CASE. 
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CASE. 

I  was  confulted,  by  a  medical  gentleman  in 
my  neighbourhood,  on  the  cafe  of  a  lady 
about  forty  jears  of  age  ;  who  had  been  long 
fubjecl  to  dyfpepfia,  and  fevere  head-aches. 
Her  prefent  and  chief  complaint  had  been  of 
about  three  months  duration.  It  began  with 
weaknefs,  and  an  apparent  irregularity  in  the 
motions  of  the  lower  extremities,  attended 
with  conliderable  pains  refembling  rheumatifm, 
and  rigidity  of  the  calves  of  the  legs.  Thefe 
fymptoms  increaling,  flie  was  unable^  in  the 
courfe  of  a  month,  to  move  about  at  all;  but  was 
obliged  to  be  lifted  in  and  out  of  bed.  At  this 
time  an  induration  of  the  mufcles  of  the  calf  of 
each  leg  had  taken  place.  The  indurated  fab- 
ftance  was  about  three  inches  in  length,  and 
between  two  and  three  in  breadth.  It  was  le- 
verely  painful  at  times,  and  the  integuments 
covering  it  were  occalionally  infixed.  There 
was  alfo  fome  pain  and  £>velling  in  the  ham. 
Leeches,  fedative  lotions,  and  mercurial  oint- 

L  ment 
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ment  had  been  applied,  cicuta  and  tonics  had 
been  given,  but  without  alleviating  the  fymp- 
toms.     I  firft  faw  the  patient  about  fix  v^^eeks 
after  Ihe  had  been  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  en- 
tirely ;  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  prefent  cafe 
led  me  at  once  to  refer  its  origin  to  the  ftate  of 
the  health  in  general.     The  appetite  and  di- 
geftion  were  impaired,  the  tongue  was  much 
furred,  and  the  faeces  blackifli.     I  merely  re- 
commended fomentations   to    the    indurated 
parts,  confidering  it  the  primary  objeft  to  cor- 
reft  the  morbid  ftate  of  the  digeliive  organs. 
With  this   view   the    compound   infufion    of 
gentian  with  the  infulion  of  fenna  and  tincfture 
of  cardamoms  was  given,  in  fuch  dofes  as  to 
procure   an  adequate    evacuation   daily,    and 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.    were   taken 
every  fecond  night.     Thefe  fimple  medicines 
were  completely  fuccefsful :  after  taking  them 
a  fliort  time,  the  difcharges  from  the  bowels 
were    natural,    and    properly  coloured   with 
bile.      The    appetite    returned;    the    tongue 
became  clea:Tr,    and  the  pains  almoft   imme- 
diately ceafed.     No   cutaneous    inflammation 
indicating  a  difpofition  to  fuppuration,  appeared 

again 
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again  over  the  indurated  parts,  which  gradually 
recovered  their  natural  ftate.  In  a  fortnight 
the  patient  could  go  about  with  a  liick^  and  in 
two  months  could  walk  as  well  as  before  her 
complaint.  She  has  enjoyed  better  healthy 
fince  this  time,  than  for  many  years  before  ** 


C  A  S  E» 

A  gentleman,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  fubjed;  for  feveral  years  to  occa- 
fional  attacks  of  fevere  pain  in  the  bowels^ 
was  feized,  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  with 
a  violent  purging,  which  continued  for  a 
fortnight,  and  was  attended  with  fever* 
About  a  month  afterwards,  he  felt  pain  in 
his  leg  at  night,  which  became  gradually  con- 
tinued even  during  the  day,  and  obliged  him 

*  The  ftate  of  the  indurated  mufcles,  in  this  cafe,  was  fuch  as 
would  lead  to  the  belief  that  fuppuration  would  take  place  in 
different  parts  of  the  hardnefs;  indeed,  I  have  feen  many  cafes 
lefs  formidahle  in  appearance  terminate  in  that  manner.  Seeing 
how  much  the  irritability  of  mufcles  is  difordered  by  that  ftate 
of  conftitution  which  I  have  been  defcribing,  t  think  it  is  allow- 
able to  conclude  that  moft  of  the  organic  difeafes  of  mufcles 
originate  from  this  caufe. 

L  2  to 
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to  confine  himfelf  to  bed.  In  the  beginnnig 
of  October  a  fwelling  was  perceived  near 
the  inner  ankle,  which  fuppurated,  and 
was  opened  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame 
month.  Two  large  tea  cups  fall  of  dark  brown 
matter  were  evacuated.  The  difcharge  con- 
tinued profufe  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards 
diminiflied.  Four  other  fmall  gatherings  then 
took  place  in  fuccellion,  and  burfting  con- 
tinued to  difcharge;  each  aperture  fretting 
out  into  a  foul  fore.  About  the  beginning 
of  Februa,ry  I  firlt  faw  this  cafe,  which  was 
conlidered  as  a  difeafe  of  the  bone.  The  live 
fores  had  apertures  in  them  leading  to  linufes, 
which  communicated  with  each  other.  A 
probe  introduced  into  one  of  thefe,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  tibia,  could  be  moved  upwards 
and  downvv  ards  along  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  which  was  not,  however,  denuded. 
From  an  upper  ulcer  the  probe  could  be 
paffed  behind  the  bone,  and  under  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  calf;  this  indeed  feemed  to  be 
the  original  feat  of  the  abfcefs,  from  which 
the  linufes  proceeded  to  their  different  out- 
lets. The  integuments  were  oedematous,  and 
firm  to  the  touch ;  fo  that  I  could  not  dif- 

tinAly 
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Un6tlj  feel  the  outline   of  the   tibia;    but  I 
thought  that  the  bone  was  not  altered  either 
in  form   or  lize.     The  firinnefs  with  which 
the  patient  Hood  upon  the  Umb,  and  the  want 
of  aching  pain  in  the  bone  contributed  alfo 
to  make  me  believe  that  it  was  not  difeafed, 
and  that  the  whole  diforder  coniifled   in  an 
unhealthy  abfcefs,   the   difcharge  from  which 
had    caufed   various    linufes    in    the    manner 
already  defcribed.     I  could   not  but  attribute 
fuch  a  difeafe  to  a  general    diforder   of  the 
health,  and  indeed  the  patient's   countenance 
and  appearance  indicated  a  conliitution  much 
weakened  and  harralTed  by  illnefs.     His  tongue 
was  furred,   and  the  difcharges  from  the  bow- 
els were  irregular,  deficient  in  quantity,  and  of 
a  blackiili  colour.     With  a  view  to  the  cor- 
re6tion  of  thefe  fymptoms,  I  directed  the  patient 
to  take  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond    night,    and    the    infufion    of  gentian 
with  fenna,  fo  as  to  procure  one  motion  daily. 
But  little  benefit  was  obtained  by  thefe  mea- 
fures ;    and  in   about  a  fortnight    afterwards 
a  thickening  of  the   integuments   took   place 
over  the  fibula ;  a  confiderable  fwelling  gra- 
dually   arofe,    and    another    abfcefs    formed;, 

which 
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which  burll  in  about  three  weeks,  and  dif? 
charged  a  considerable  quantity  of  brown- 
ilh  matter  mixed  with  blood.  During  this 
time  the  limb  was  merely  poulticed,  and 
the  patient  could  not  leave  his  bed.  His 
j)ain  was  extreme,  and  he  had  no  reft  at 
night.  The  ufe  of  opium  was  necelTary  to 
alleviate  his  fufferings,  and  opening  medicines 
occaiionally  to  procure  ftools.  He  took  but 
little  nouriihment,  and  his  health  greatly  de- 
clined. The  difordered  ftate  of  the  ftomaeh 
and  bowels  was  much  aggravated  by  this  local 
irritation.  Indeed,  the  lituation  of  my  patient 
was  now  particularly  perplexing.  The  local 
difeafe  made  the  general  health  worfe;  and 
the  aggravation  of  this  general  diforder,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  local 
difeafe  and  of  its  continuance,  proportionately 
increafed  the  letter  malady,  The  confinement 
to  bed  afforded  an  additional  obftacle  to  re- 
covery ;  yet  it  was  impoffible  to  remove  him 
in  his  prefent  ftate,  on  account  of  the  pain 
w^hich  motion  occaftoned.  The  leg  was  infup- 
portably  painful  in  a  dependent  pofture.  As 
change  of  air  and  exercife  feemed  eflential  to  his 
recovery,  I  was  induced  to  try  if  jMr.  Eaynton's 

excellent 
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excellent  bandage,  by  fupporting  the  weakened 
veflels,  would  prevent  their  diftention,  and 
thd  confequent  pain.  The  fores  were 
drefled,  after  as  much  matter  had  been  ex- 
prelled  from  the  finufcs  as  could  be  done 
without  occalioning  pain.  Strips  of  fticking- 
plaifter  were  applied  after  the  manner  of  a 
many-tailed  bandage ;  and  the  limb  was  after- 
wards rolled  with  a  calico  roller.  The 
patient  felt  comfortable,  and  found  his  limb 
ftrengthened.  He  was  directed  to  wet  the 
roller,  if  the  parts  became  heated.  The  effect: 
of  this  treatment  was  furpriling  both  to  the 
patient  and  myfelf.  The  pain,  which  had 
been  conllant  before  preffure  was  employed, 
ceafed  from  the  time  of  dreffing  till  five 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning ;  but  from 
that  time  it  gradually  increafcd  till  noon, 
when  the  dreffings  were  renewed.  The  caufe 
of  this  occurrence  now  became  manifeft ;  for, 
upon  opening  the  bandage,  more  than  a  tea- 
cup-full of  matter  was  difcharged  from  the 
different  linufes.  I  dreffed  the  limb  as  b£fore, 
cutting  holes  for  the  efcape  of  the  matter  op- 
pofite  to  two  of  the  chief  linufes.  I  defired  the 
pitient  to  put  his  leg  to  the  ground,  in  order 

to 
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to  afcertain  the  eiFed  of  the  perpendicular 
pofition  when  the  veffels  v/ere  fupported ;  and 
he  experienced  no  iaconvenience. .  This  day 
paffed,  as  the  former,  without  pain ; .  and,  as 
the  matter  poured  into  the  fmuies  readily 
efcaped,  he  had  no  uheannefs  from  its  deten- 
tion. I  recommended  him  to  fit  up,  and  put 
his  leg  to  the  ground  feveral  times  in.  the  day, 
in  order  to  acculiom  it  to  that  pofition.  After 
I  had  drefied  it  on  the  third  m.orning,  the  pa- 
tient fi:ood  up,  and  took  two  or  three  flieps 
very  feebly ;  but  this  was  rather  the  effect  of 
general  weaknefs  than  of  particular  infirmity  in 
the  difeafed  limb.  I  now  advifed  him  to  go 
a  little  way  out  of  town  in  a  carriage.  The 
air  and  exercife,  together  with  the  freedom 
from  pain,  produced  a  very  beneficial  efifecft. 
He  began  to  recover  his  appetite,  llept  at 
night,  and  acquired  fo  much  fi:rength,  that  he 
was  able  in  a  Vv^eek  to  go  about  his  houfe,  and 
torefume  his  attention  to  bufinefs.  The  dif- 
charge  from  the  finufes  was  very  trilling,  and 
the  fores  looked  much  better.  The  patient 
now  undertook  to  drefs  his  leg  himfelf, 
and  hired  a  lodging  out  of  town,  fo  that 
I  only  faw  him  occafionafiy.     His  limb  was 

fo 
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Co  much  amended  in  the  coiirfe  of  a  fortnight, 
that  it  caufed  no  more  trouble  than  that  of 
daily  dreffing.  But  his  heaUh  was  not  good. 
His  eountenance  had  the  fame  expreffion  of 
illnefs  as  when  I  iirft  fa<v  him ;  his  tongue 
was  white  and  dry ;  his  bowels  coftive ;  and 
the  ftools  of  an  unhealthy  colour.  I  there- 
fore recommended  him  to  take  again  the  fame 
medicines  which  I  had  formerly  ordered  him. 
His  health  now  improved  ;  his  tongue  became 
moifter,  and  lefs  furred ;  the  bowels  more  re- 
gular; and  the  fceces  coloured  with  a  more 
healthy  bile.  He  continued  recovering  till 
the  middle  of  April,  when  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  the  trouble  of  applying  the  fticking- 
plaifter,  and  ufed  the  calico  roller  alone.  I 
did  not  fee  him  for  three  weeks,  and  then 
found  him  in  a  very  deiponding  ftate.  He 
complained  of  the  tediouliiefs  of  his  confine- 
ment, which  had  lafted  more  than  half  a  year, 
and,  faid  that  he  would  willingly  fubmit  to 
have  the  finufes  laid  open,  if  that  would  make 
hirn  w^eil.  I  found  his  leg  well,  excepting 
two  orifices  near  the  tibia ;  three  ulcers,  which 
formed  the  apertures  of  as  many  finufes,  had 

healed ; 
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healed ;  the  outline  of  the  bone  could  be 
diftinxftly  felt ;  and  there  was  no  alteration  of 
it  in  form  or  fize.  I  was  unable  at  firft  to 
account  for  this  deipondency  under  fuch  fa- 
vourable circumftances ;  but  I  foon  difcovered 
that  it  was  the  effect  of  hypochondrialifm. 
For  his  tongue  was  much  furred  and  dry  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  left  off  the  bandage, 
he  had  alfo  difcontinued  his  medicines.  I 
urged  him  to  return  to  them  immediately; 
and  called  on  him  again  in  ten  days,  when  he 
perceived  clearly  the  abfurdity  of  his  late  de- 
fpondency,  as  well  as  its  caufe.  He  called  on 
me  on  the  loth  of  July,  with  a  new^  fwelling 
near  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia,  which  threat- 
ened to  form  an  abfcefs,  limilar  to  thofe 
which  had  formerly  taken  place.  I  covered 
the  limb  with  the  bandage  of  flicking- plaifter, 
as  at  firft.  The  new  difeafe  difappeared  en- 
tirely; and  the  old  ones  were  fo  much  bene- 
fited by  the  exad  and  equal  preflure,  that  the 
patient  felt  no  difference  between  the  found 
and  the  affeded  limb.  The  ulcers  gradually 
healed,  and  his  health  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  fome  years  :  yet  ftill  there  is  an  evi- 
dent 
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dent    tendency    to    diforder    of  tbe    digeftive 
organs. 

If  upon  an  extenfive  and  accurate  examina- 
tion of  the  fubjecl:  it  were  to  appear  that 
many  very  peculiar  and  very  diffimilar  local 
difeafes  originate  from  a  common  caufe,  namely 
from  w^eaknefs  and  irritability  of  the  fyftem 
in  general,  our  enquiry  would  be  further  ex- 
tended, and  we  fliould  feel  anxious  to  know 
whether  limilar  caufes  may  not  operate  in. 
the  production*  of  more  common  and  more 
frequent  local  diforders.  As  far  as  my  late 
obfervations  have  enabled  me  to  determine, 
that  ll:ate  of  the  digeftive  organs,  which  I 
coniider  as  denoting  conftitutional  diforder, 
exifts  prior  to  the  formation  of  a  carbuncle ; 
and  is  exacerbated  during  the  progrefs  of 
that  difeafe.  This  opinion  indeed  wdll  appear 
probable,  if  we  coniider  the  kind  of  perfons 
who  are  attacked  with  carbuncles,  and  the 
conliderable  derangement  of  health,  w^hich 
even  a  trivial  local  difeafe  of  this  nature  occa- 
lions.     I  Ihall  mention  but  one  cafe  in  fup- 

port 
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port  of  this    opinion,    though  I  Jiave    made 
fimilar  remarks  in  feveral  other  infiances. 


CASE, 

I  attended  a  gentleman,.  Jvho  was  afllicied 
with  carbuncles,  during  three  facceffive  at- 
tacks, at  the  interval  of  about  a  year  between 
each.  I  made  an  incilion  through  the  indu- 
rated Ikin,  down  to  the  fubjacent  iloughj 
eellular  fubfcance,  and  thus  brought  the  local 
idifeafe  to  a  crilis.  This  treatment  was  fuffi- 
eient  in  the  two  firft  attacks ;  the  extenlion 
rf  the  difeafe  w^as  preyented ;  the  iloughs 
ieparated,  and  the  w^ound  healed.  The  pa- 
tient, whofe  mode  of  life  w^as  intemperate, 
had  cough  ;  difficult  refpiration ;  fullnefs  and 
tendernefs  of  the  parts  litiiated  in  the  epi- 
gailric  region;  unhealthy  fecretion  of  bile; 
and  in  fliort,  all  thofe  fymptoms  wdiich  denote 
a  yery  confiderable  degree  of  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs :  it  is  probable  indeed  that 
fome  organic  difeafe  of  the  chylopoietic  vif- 
cera   exifted.     After  he  had  recovered   from 

the 
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the  carbuncle,  I  told  him  that  the  moft  im- 
portant difcafe  ftill  exilted ;  and  urged  him 
to  be  attentive  to  his  diet,  and  to  the  direc« 
tions  of  his  medical  attendants.  He  ftill  how^- 
ever  continued  to  live  intemperately,  and 
his  diforder  increafed.  He  vv^as  indeed  nearly 
dying  from  difeafed  vifcera,  when  he  w^as 
attacked  with  carbuncle  for  the  third  time. 
The  divilion  of  the  parts  produced  a  tempo- 
rary ceiiation  of  the  difeafe;  but  it  began 
again  to  fpread  in  every  direAion  from  its 
circumference,  and  he  died. 

It  will  not,  I  believe,  be  doubted,  that 
boils  are  a  llighter  degree,  with  fome  varia- 
tion, of  the  fame  difeafe,  which  caufes  an- 
thrax and  carbuncle ;  and  it  is  almoft  unnecef- 
lary  to  remark,  that  fome  perfons  are  fub- 
jed:  to  a  fucceffive  formation  of  very  large 
and  troublefome  boils  fiom  the  leaft  irrita- 
tion of  the  Ikin,  I  have  fccn  many  perfons 
thus  afFefted ;  and  there  has  been  in  every 
inftance  diforder  of  the  digefcire  organs,  the 
correction  of  which  has  prevented  the  return 
of  tliefe  vexarious   local  difeafes.     One  gen^ 

tleman. 
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tleman,  who  had  been  tormented  for  many 
years  by  the  quick  fucceffive  formation  of 
boils  as  large  as  eggs,  has  been  free  from 
them  for  fome  years ;  though  he  has  had 
other  diforders  which  denote  fuch  a  con- 
dition of  the  conftitution,  as  it  has  been  my 
object  to  defcribe  in  this  paper. 

I  have  remarked  in  many  inftances  that 
difeafes  of  the  abforbent  glands,  fuch  as  are 
ufually  and  juftly  denominated  fcrofula,  oc- 
curring in  adults,-  have  apparently  originated 
from  the  diforder  which  I  have  defcribed.  In 
feveral  cafes  the  local  difeafe  was  of  long 
duration,  and  had  become  worfe  rather  than 
better  under  various  plans  of  medical  treat- 
ment; yet  it  amended  regularly,  and  fome- 
times  even  quickly,  in  proportion  as  the  ftate 
of  the  digellive  organs  was  correfted.  I 
need  not  detail  any  cafes  on  this  occalion, 
lince  every  furgeon  mull  know  them  fami- 
liarly. The  patients  are  commonly  fent  to 
the  fea-fide,  or  into  the  country ;  where  en* 
larged  glands  fubiide,  and  thofe  which  have 
fuppurated  and  ulcemted  heal ;  and  the  local 

difealb 
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difeafe  recovers,   111  proportion  as  the  health 
in  general  is  amended. 

There  arc  cafes  of  fcrofulous  difeafes  oc- 
curring fuddenly,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  body  at  the  fame  time,  which  feem  to 
originate  in  that  Hate  of  health,  which  is 
occalioned  by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs. 
I  have  chicflj  obferved  thefe  cafes  in  chil- 
dren ;  and  they  have  followed  fome  violent 
febrile  affection.  In  two  cafes  which  I  fliall 
particularly  mention,  the  fmall-pox  was  the 
antecedent  difeafe.  I  have  already  Hated, 
that  when  the  health  has  been  coniiderably 
difordered  by  fome  violent  difeafe,  the  digeft- 
ive organs  may  become  fubfequently  affected ; 
and  that  this  diforder  proves  a  caufe  of  many 
fecondarv  difeafes. 


CASE. 

A  child  of  two  years  old  had  the  fmall- 
pox,  from  which  he  did  not  feem  to  recover, 
but,  on  the  contrary  got  into  a  very  bad  Hate 

of 
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of  health.  The  abforbent  glands  on  the  right 
lide  of  the  neck  became  enlarged  in  fuceef-- 
lion,  fo  as  to  form  altogether  a  very  conli- 
derable  tumour,  which  extended  down  to 
the  collar  bone.  The  axillary  glands  then 
became  affected  in  the  fame  manner;  the 
fwelling  was  unufually  great,  and  feemed  to 
extend  under  the  pectoral  mufcle,  elevating  it, 
and  forming  by  this  means  a  continuation  of 
tumour,  with  the  glands  of  the  neck.  Thefe 
fwellings  had  partially  fuppurated,  and  had 
broken  in  two  places,  viz.  in  the  neck,  and 
about  the  margin  of  the  perioral  muicle :  but 
no  relief  followed :  on  the  contrarv,  the  mafs 
of  difeafe  feemed  to  be  rapidly  increaiing. 
The  child  was  bowed  forwards,  fo  that  the 
fpine  was  much  curved  in  the  loins ;  the  left 
leg  appeared  paralytic;  and  a  fwelling  was 
perceived  in  the  abdomen,  which  I  could  not 
but  afcribe  to  an  enlargement  of  the  external 
iliac  glands.  The  child  was  extremely  ema- 
ciated ;  his  Ikin  felt  hot  and  dry ;  his  tongue 
was  covered  with  a  brown  fur ;  and  the  ftools 
were  black  and  highly  oftenlive.  As  there 
was  no  expectation  that  he  could  furvive  this 

delperate 
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defperate  Hate,  thole  medicines  only  were 
prefcribed  that  feemed  hkely  to  correA  the 
Hate  of  the  digeliive  organs ;  fuch  as  occa- 
lional  dofes  of  calomel  and  rhubarb.  A  ftri6l 
attention  to  diet  was  alfo  recommended. 
Under  this  treatment  the  ftools  gradually 
became  natural,  and  the  tongue  clean.  The 
difeafe  feemed  to  Hop  immediately.  As  the 
health  was  reftored,  the  fwellings  rapidly 
fublided;  and  the  child  became  one  of  the' 
healthieli  and  ftoutefl  of  the  family. 


C  A  S  E» 

A  female  child,  after  having  had  the  fmall 
pox,  got  into  bad  health  from  diforder  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  She  was  then  fuddenly 
attacked  with  a  fcrofulous  aftediion  of  the 
knee  and  elbow  of  the  oppoiite  fides  of  the 
body.  Two  colledions  of  fluid  had  taken 
place  beneath  the  fafcia  of  the  leg  and  thigh. 
The  joints  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  the 
fwelling  was  apparently  caufed  by  an  increafe 
i|3iithe  lize  of  J:h,e  bones.  ^Had  IX^en  ^either 
fejYjj.  M  joint. 
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joint,  a^  a  fingle  cafe  of  difeafe,  I  fliould  have 
faid  that  it  would  leave  the  child  a  cripple. 
It  was  manifeft,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  that 
thefe  difeafes  were  the  confequence  of  ill- 
health  •  and  that  the  firft  object  was  to  correA 
the  general  diforder  of  the  fvftem  The  func- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs,  which  were  de- 
ranged^  were  reftored  to  their  natural  ftate,  by 
employing  the  fame  diet  and  medicines  which 
had  been  fo  fignally  fuccefsful  in  the  preceding 
cafe.  By  thefe  means  the  health  was  re-efta- 
blifhed,  and  the  loc^l  difeafes  gradually  dif- 
appeared, 

I  have  heard  it  remarked  by  furgeons  of 
great  experience,  that  patients  often  recover 
when  many  fcrofulous  difeafes  appear  at 
the  fame  time ;  although  fome  of  them  may 
be  fo  confiderable,  that  they  would  feem 
to  warrant  amputation  had  they  appeared 
fingly.  The  cafes  which  I  have  related 
afford  a  moll  clear  and  fatisfadory  account 
of  the  mode  of  recovery.  General  irritation 
and  weaknefs  bring  on  difeafes,  to  which 
perhaps  a  pre-difpoiition  may  exill,  in  fev  eral 

parts 
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parts  of  the  body;    thefe  ceafe  when   their 
exciting  caufe  is  removed. 

After  having  attempted  to  fhew  that  pfeu- 
do-fyphihtic    and    many     other    non-defcript 
difeafes    arife    apparently   from   the    ftate    of 
the  conftitution,  and  that  carbuncle  and  fcro- 
fula  are  fometimes  confequences  of  the  fame 
caufe ;  it  may  be  enquired,  whether  all  thefe 
various    affections    originate    from  a   iimilar 
diforder  of  the  general  health.     If  the  fame 
general  dillurbance  of  the   health    can   pro- 
duce  a  great    many   varieties    of  local   dif- 
€afe>  it  may  produce  many  others,  and  even 
every  variety  *.     If  the  actions  of  any  part 
of  the  body  are  excited  by  accidental  caufes, 
it  may  be  reafonably  inferred  that,  in  a  ftate  of 
health,  they  will  be  fimple  and  common,  unlefs 
the  liimulant  is  of  a  peculiar  nature.     But  if 
thefe  adions  are  fpecific  and  difeafed,  we  natu- 
rally conclude  that  the  caufe  of  their  becoming 

*  Even  in  cancer,  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  appears  to 
beantecedcnt  to  the  local  difeafC;,  and  aggravated  by  its  exiflenccf, 
but  whether  this  diforder  be  the  effe<?t  or  caufe  of  the  ccnftitu- 
■eional  diathefis  cannot  be  at  prelent  determined, 

M  2  fo 
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fo  is  conftitutional.  The  occurrence  of  fimilar 
local  difeafes  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
furnifhes  an  additional  proof  that  the  caufe 
of  fuch  difeafes  is  conftitutional.  But  al- 
though the  cafes  related  in  this  paper  natu- 
rally fuggeft  an  opinion  that  there  is  fome 
conilitutional  caufe  for  the  produftion  of 
local  difeafes,  they  do  not  amount  to  a  com- 
plete proof.  Indeed  I  have  never  invefti- 
gated  this  point  particularly,  though  it  de- 
ferves  and  admits  of  examination. 

The  fubjeA  may  be  viewed  in  another 
way  :  v^eaknefs  and  irritability  occurring 
bring  on  thofe  local  difeafes,  to  which  a 
pre-difpoiition  exills ;  and  thence  the  con- 
nexion which  I  have  obferved  of  fuch  difeafes 
with  impaired  health  may  be  accounted  for. 
The  cafes  contained  in  this  paper  are,  in  my 
opinion,  infufficient  to  determine  whether 
the  conftitutional  diforder  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  exciting  or  the  pre-difpofing  caufe  of 
the  local  difeafe. 

I  have  alfo  obferved  that  difeafes  of  par- 
ticular organs   feem    to    originate,    in   many 

inftances. 
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inftances,  from  diforder  of  the  fyftem  in  gene- 
ral. The  teftis  of  the  male  fubjecl,  and 
breaft  of  the  female,  have  furnifhed  me  with 
examples  of  this  obfervation.  In  the  cafes 
to  which  I  alhide,  the  teftes  v^ere  alternately 
afFecfted,  enlarging  coniiderably,  and  then 
fubiiding  *.  1  have  met  with  numerous 
^nd  interelting  cafes  of  fuch  difeafes  of  the 
breaft ;  however,  the  relation  of  a  few  will 
be  fufficient  to  inform  the  reader  of  all  that 
I  know  concerning  this  fubjecft. 


CASE. 

A  lady  came  to  London,  to  fubmit  to  the 
removal  of  a  difeafed  breaft,  if  it  Ihould  be 
judged  neceflary.  The  difeafe  had  exifted  for 
more  than  two  years.  The  breaft  of  the  af- 
fected  fide    was    one  third    larger   than    the 

♦  The  caiife  which  excites  and  mahitalns  alternate  irritation 
abd  difeafe  of  the  teftes.  generally  relides  in  the  urethra 3  but 
, there  was  no  difeafe  of  that  part,  in  the  cafes  which  I  now 
mention.  The  patients  firft  became  unhealthy,  and  diforder 
of  the  telles  followed.  Similar  sffedions  are  not  uncommon 
in  pfeudo-fyphilis. 

other ; 
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other ;  indurated  in  feveral  parts ;  and  fo 
much  enlarged  and  hardened  in  one  place,  that 
this  might  have  been  taken  for  a  diftinct  tu- 
mour on  a  hafty  and  inattentive  examination  *. 
This  part  was  fituated  near  the  margin  of  the 
pedoral  mufcle.  The  difeafe  had  refilled  the 
various  means  employed  with  a  view  to  dif- 
perfe  it,  luch  as  leeches,  lotions,  mercurial 
ointment,  &c.  It  was  occafionally  painful, 
and  caufed  the  patient  fo  much  mental  anxiety, 
that  the  furgeon,  who  attended  her  in  the 
country,  thought  it  fliould  be  removed.  Ther 
mammary  gland  of  the  oppofite  fide  was  far 
from  being  in  a  perfectly  healthy  ftate ;  which 
circumftance  appeared  to  forbid  an  operation;, 
lince  the  fame  difeafe  might  take  place  after- 
wards in  the  oppofite  breaft.  The  patient's 
general  health  was  much  impaired,  her  tongue 
was  furred,  her  appetite  deficient,  her  digefl:ion 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  for  the  inflru<5tion 
of  the  younger  part  of  the  profefiion,  that  If  a  breaft  containing 
a  portion  which  is  particularly  indurated  be  examined  with 
the  points  of  the  fingers  placed  circularly,  ihe  difeafe  will  feel 
like  a  feparate  tumour ;  but  i  the  fiat  furface  of  the  fingers  be 
inoved  over  it^  its  true  nature  w  il  become  manifeft. 

imperfcd ; 
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imperfe6l ;  the  biliary  fecretion  was  difordered, 
and  the  bowels  colHve.  I  ordered  her  to  take 
a  compound  calomel  pill  every  other  night, 
five  grains  of  rhubarb  half  an  hour  before 
dinner,  and  the  infulion  of  gentian  with  fenna, 
fo  as  to  procure  a  fufficient  evacuation  of  the 
bowels  daily.  Linen  moiltened  in  water  was 
applied  to  the  part  in  the  evening,  or  when  it 
felt  painful  and  heated.  .  This  plan  of  treat- 
ment reduced  the  bulk  of  the  difeafed  gland 
by  at  leaft  one  third  in  the  courfe  of  a  fort-!- 
night.  The  patient  went  afterwards  into  the 
country,  ftill  employing  the  fame  medicines ; 
and  was  entirely  free  from  the  difeafe  in  three 
months,  though  fhe  felt  occalional  fliooting 
pains,  which  probably  indicated  that  her 
health  was  not  completely  re-eftabliflaedo 


CASE, 

A  lady  confulted  me  on  account  of  a  con-» 
liderable  fwelling  of  the  breaft,  attended  with 
much  pain.  It  had  come  on  fuddenly,  and 
h^d   been   painful   about   a  week ;    but   llie 

thought 
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thought  that  a  lump  had  exilied  previous  to 
this  time.     The  principal  tumour  was  on  the 
iide  next  the  fternum,  and  was  as  large  as  an 
hen's  egg ;  it  feemed  to  be  diftindl,  yet  there 
was  a  general  fwelling,  with  partial  induration 
of  the  fubftance  of  the  gland.     The  tongue 
was  furred,  the  bowels  coftive,  and  the  pulfe  fre- 
quent ;  and  flie  was,  to  ufe  her  own  exprellion, 
-very  nervous.     I  directed  her  to  ufe  the  fame 
means  as  were  mentioned  in   the  preceding 
cafe.     Small  dofes  of  mercury  a(ft  beneficially 
on  the  bowels,  by  inducing  regular  and  healthy 
fecretipns ;  and  I  know  no  better  method  of 
adminiitering  it  as  a  difcutient.     The  general 
induration   of  the  breaft  and  tumefaction  of 
the   integuments   fubiided  quickly  under  this 
treatment,  and  left  the  lump  in  the  fame  ftate 
which  I  fuppofed  it  to  have  been  in  before 
the  attack  of  general  fwelling  and  pain.    In  an- 
other week  this  apparently  diiiinft  tumour  was 
flattened  on  its  furface,  diminiflied  in  lize,  and 
confufed  with  the  fubftance  of  the  mammary 
gland.     Its  form  varied  each  fucceffive  week  ; 
it  iirft  becam.e  oblong,  and  afterwards  feemed 
to  feparate  into  two  parts ;  but  in  lefs  thau 
fix  weeks  no  trace  of  it  could  be  felt. 

CASE. 
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CASE. 

A  medical  man,  who  reiides  in  the  country, 
brought  ^his  daughter  to  town  for  advice. 
She  had  apparently  a  tumour  in  her  left 
breaft,  between  the  nipple  and  the  axilla ;  in 
which  part  ihe  had  felt  a  good  deal  of  pain. 
The  fwelling  was  of  very  conliderable  fize, 
and  the  breaft  fo  tender^,  that  I  could  not 
exaftly  make  out  whether  it  arofe  from  dif- 
tincl  tumour,  or  from  a  partial  enlargement 
of  the  mammar]/  gland.  Want  of  time  pre- 
vented the  patient's  father  from  lliewing  the 
cafe  to  another  furgeon.  I  could  only  give 
him  this  opinion;  that  in  the  prefeut  cir- 
cumllances  no  one  would  think  of  an  opera- 
tion. I  recomm.ended  the  application  of  the 
lotio  ammon.  acetat.  when  the  part  felt  heated ; 
and  as  the  patient  had  diforder  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  to  a  great  degree,  that  the  chief 
attention  Ihould  be  paid  to  the  ftate  of  thefe 
organs.  A  grain  of  calomel  was  direfted  to 
be  taken  everv  fecond  n'lght :  rhubarb  before 
dinner,    and    infus.    gentian,    and    fenna,   if 

neceflary. 

About 
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About  two  months  afterwards^,  having  oe- 
tsfion  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  country  where 
the  patient  refided,  I  called  on  her.  Her 
father  then  told  me  that  the  fwelhng  had 
fublided  conliderably,  after  his  daughter's 
return  in  the  country;  and  that  of  late  he 
had  not  examined  the  complaint,  as  flie  told 
liim  flie  felt  no  unealinefs  from  it. 

When  I  now  examined  the  brealr,  I  could 
tiot  perceive  any  difference  between  it  and 
the  other.  No  veftige  was  left  of  a  diforder, 
which  had  been  of  fucha  magnitude,  as  to  occa- 
fion  conliderable  alarm ;  a  circumftance  that  ex- 
cited the  greateft  furprize  in  the  mind  of  her 
father,  who  was  a  praAitioner  of  much  ex? 
perience  *. 

Before  I  had  paid  attention  to  thofe  com* 
plaints  which  arife  from,  or  are  aggravated 
by  confiitutional  caufes,  I  could  not  have 
believed  that  liich  confiderable  local  difeafes, 
^fter    refiiting   various    toplcg,!    and    general 

*  I  have  alfo  knov.'n  cafes  of  induration  and  fiippuration  cf 
the  faiivary  glands,  apparently  caufed  by  the  fame  general  dif- 
©rder^,  and  cured  by  the  fame  treatment. 

means^ 
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means,  fliould  give  v^ay  fo  readily  and  com^ 
pletely  to  fmall  dofes  of  medicine.  It  is  only 
by  confidering  the  manner  in  which  this 
efFedl  is  produced,  that  the  fubjed  can  be 
placed  in  a  proper  point  of  view. 

An  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowel* 
is  indifpenfably  neceilary,  even  in  the  com- 
mon practice  of  fiirgery.  A  limple  cut  of 
the  finger  frets  into  a  bad  phagedcenic  fore, 
which  refifts  every  local  remedy  fo  long,  that 
amputation  is  at  laft  propofed.  This  is  the 
confequence  of  bad  health,  which  in  its 
turn  is  aggravated  by  the  irritation  of  the 
fore.  The  patient  has  a  furred  tongue,  with 
other  fymptoms  of  difordered  digeftive  organs. 
An  attention  to  this  diforder  corrects  the 
painful  ftate  of  the  fore,  which  now  heals 
rapidly  under  limple  drellings. 

A  patient  has  a  diforder  in  the  ui'ethra, 
alniolt  too  trivial  for  lurgical  attention ;  yet 
producing  much  inconvenience.  The  func- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs  are  impaired, 
and  he   is  bypochondriacaL     He   confults  a 

phyfician. 


172  O-N  DISORDERS 

phyfician,  under  wliofe  care,  his  general  health 
is  amended,  and  he  no  longer  feels  or  thinks 
of  the  local  difeafe. 

An  erjfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  leg 
is  imputed  to  fome  trivial  caufe ;  as  for  in- 
jftance  a  gnat-bite.  It  becomes  worfe  under 
the  common  remedies.  The  health  has  been 
long  declining,  and  the  chylopoietic  vifcera 
are  obvioufly  deranged.  The  erylipelas  is 
quickly  cured  by  medicines*  prefcribed  for 
that  diforder. 

A  patient  fuppofes  that  his  knee  is  ftrained ; 
for  pain  and  inflammation  of  the  joint  fud- 
denly  come  on,,  with  depolition  of  fluid  into 
the  articular  cavity;  this  attack  is  attended 
with  fever,  furred  tongue,  and  unnatural  dif- 
charges  from  the  bowels.  Leeches,  cooling 
waflies,  and  poultices,  in  fliort,  all  topical 
applications  are  unavailing.  It  is  a  cafe  of 
rheumatic  inflammation,  for  which  a  phyii- 
cian  is  confulted.  Five  or  fix  weeks  elapfe 
without  any  abatement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  being  aimolt   unable  to  ftir   in   bed. 

^       An 
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An  alteration  in  the  health  fuddenly  takes 
place ;  the  tongue  becomes  clean ;  and  there 
is  no  longer  any  pain  in  the  knee.  All  the 
fluid  is  abforbed  from  the  joint  in  two  days, 
and  the  patient  walks  about  his  chamber. 
Or  there  may  actually  have  been  fome  local 
injury ;  but  the  confequences  are  very  con- 
fiderable  and  violent,  and  quite  incommen- 
furate  to  the  caufe.  Such  occurrences  can  only 
be  afligned  by  imputing  the  efFeds  to  the  ftate 
of  the  health  in  general.  I  could  relate  a 
great  number  of  cafes  to  illuftrate  this  fub- 
jeft,  but  it  does  not  feem  to  me  to  need  any 
further  exemplification  *. 

I  again  repeat  at  the  conclufion  of  this  fee* 
tion,  that  though  I  admit  the  poflibility  of  the 
exiftence  of  difeafes  ftricftly  local,  and  have  ad- 
duced fome  inftances  of  them,  I  coniider  the 
difeafes,  which  I  have  been  defcribing,  to  arife 
from  diforder  of  the  health  in  general,  which  is 

*  As  operations  are  injuries,  fo  we  ought  not  to  perform  them 
when  the  conftitution  is  in  this  ftate.  I  could  relate  feveral 
inftances  of  the  wounds  made  in  operations,  afluming  difeafed 
26lions  from  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  conftitation. 

often 
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often  caufed,  though  fometimes  merely  aggra-» 
vated,  by  diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs ; 
and  it  follows,  if  this  view  of  the  fubjeci  be 
correct,  that  fuch  difeafes  may  fometimes 
exift,  without  any  manifeft  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs.  The  diforders  of  thefe  vif- 
cera  may  act  in  a  two-fold  manner  on  the 
conftitution ;  they  may  be  the  caufe  of  an 
impure  or  imperfe6l  liate  of  the  blood,  and 
they  may  caufe  or  aggravate  nervous  irrita- 
bility. Whether  in  confequence  of  fuch 
effe(?cs  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  predif- 
poling,  as  well  as  the  exciting  caufes  of  fuch 
difeafes  as  I  have  defcribed,  is  an  enquiry  very 
v/orthy  of  inveftigation ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  determinable  by  the-  facls 
which  have  been  recited. 


dASES. 
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Section  V. 


Dif orders  of  parts  xvlticJi  have  a  continuity  of  fur- 
face  ivith  the  alimentary  canaL 

I  had  formcrlj  obferved  fpafmodic  ilric- 
tures  of  the  oelbphagus  to  diilippear  under 
various  modes  of  treatment,  in  a  manner 
which  I  did  not  nnderlland.  Mercury  feemed 
to  efFecl  the  cure  in  three  inilances.  Many- 
cafes  have  occurred  to  me  lateiy,  in  which 
the  irritation  in  the  oefophagus  feemed  to 
be  firlt  excited  and  afterwards  maintained 
by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  It  will 
be  readily  allowed,  that  fpafmodic  Ihidures 
of  the  oefophcigus,  when  long  continued,  may 
caufe  a  thickening  in  the  affected  part  of  the 
tube,  and  thus  the  Itri^^iure  may  become  perma- 
nent.    One  initance  wii]  be  fiilBcient  to  iUuf- 

trate 
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trate  and  veniy  tzns  vievv-  of  the  fubiect ;  iii^ 
deed  I  merelT  wiOi  to  excite  attenticii  to  this 
liibjeiS,  for  I  am  iecompeteiit  to  gire  an  opinion 

as  to  the  iTe>:|iiencT  or  degree,  in  ^^hich  a5ec- 

tions  of  :ie  ixomacli  produce  theie  dilbrders- 


C  A  -  E. 

A  lady,    ^5^ho  tad  been  in  bad  health  for 

iri  :^       :i  wai  liippofed  by  her  medi- 

Gil  I      :   :    -.1  are  a  liricVure  of  the  ceib- 

phagui,    ':  T :  \:::r  ac  lati:  incapable  oi  fWallow- 

iH'Z  2^^  '-'--  -  -■  fz-:*^"^  in  Tery  fmall  qsan tides ; 
fiT  '^■E  T'^en  :_3:i  cbliored  to  drink  fome 
-  -^  :  T,  -  :h  zicrfei,  to  facilitate  its  defcent 
:::::  :..r  :^_:L::.;h.  Some  mucus  and  blood 
::iz  _.:::  "::ir  Eiouih  Q.zzer  vomiting,  ^which 
yery  ge:-er-2llj  ibllowei  riie  ::l__::g  of  food. 
Under  theie  circomitances,  I  was  requelted 
to  pais  a  boHgie,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  Itate 
or  the  cef:  : '_:  :-is;  but  I  declined  this  exami- 
naiicH:  ;  /.  a.o:Gnnt  of  the  diforder  which 
esivi^i  _  he  Itcniach.  The  toEgue  was 
grc^ilv    I'^rred ;    the   parts   in    the    epigaltiic 


region 
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region  v^r)-  tender:  the  bowels  much  difor-- 
dered ;  the  fecretion  of  bile  either.  yer>'  onna^ 
tural,   or  entirely  wanting;   every  lyraptom, 
in  Ihort,   which  indicates  an  aggravated  form 
of  diforder  of  the   digeltive   org^jis,    exitted 
in  a  finking  degree.     The  Itomach  and  bo^v- 
els  were  brought  into  a  better  itate  by  luch 
medical  attentions  as  I  have  already  fo  often 
defcribed  ;    and   the   cefophagus    partook   of 
this  amendment:  for  moderately  fized  mor- 
fels  of  food  could  now   be  fwallowed  with- 
out the  necedity  of  wafhing  them  down  by 
hquids.     T^  general   health  aho  improved, 
and  ihe  became  fat.     But  the  diforder  of  the 
digelme   organs,   which  had   been    of    long 
continuance,    was   not   completely   fubdued ; 
fhe  was  liiJl  iubject  to  relapies,  and  in  fome 
of  thefe   the   diiSculty   of  deglutition   again 
occurred. 

The  throat  and  mouth  are  the  parts  next 
in  order ;  but  it  is  unneceflfaiy  to  relate  addi- 
tional caies  under  this  head:  fome  of  the 
inlxances  already  recorded  will  be  liifficient 
to  confirm    my   fentiments   on   this   lubjed:, 

N  aad 
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and  the  propriety  of  the  practice  which  I  have 
recommended. 

That  difeafes  of  the  nofe  may  be  caufed 
or  aggravated  by  irritation  ariiing  from  the 
ftomach  is  a  propolition,  which  wall,  I  think 
be  readily  granted*  Indeed  it  feems  furpriiing 
that  the  operation  of  this  caufe  has  been 
fo  httle  adverted  to  in  books  of  furgery ;  iince 
the  phaenomena  which  preve  the  fad  are  fo 
well  known.  Are  the  monllrous  nofes^  caufed 
by  exceffive  drinking  of  vinous  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  to  be  otherwife  accounted  for, 
than  by  irritation  ariiing  from  the  ftomach  ? 
And  do  not  worms  in  children  caufe  a  teazing 
fenfation  in  the  extremity  of  the  nofe?  I 
had  feen  in  private  praftice,  feveral  cafes  of 
irritation  and  fwelhng  of  the  end  of  the  nofe, 
in  fome  inftances  accompanied  with  fmall  ulcer- 
ations of  the  pituitary  membrane.  In  thefe 
cafes,  the  Ikin  over  the  nofC;,  which  was  tumid^ 
became  rough  and  difcoloured :  the  middle  of 
the  difcoloured  part  became  found  •  whilft  the 
circumference  retaining  its  morbid  adlions,  the 
difeafe  there  fpread  in  a  fmall  degree.     In  thefe 

cafes 
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cafes  the  tongue  was  furred ;  and  there  were  evi- 
ident  indications  of  diforder  in  the  llomach  and 
bowels.  The  difcafe  was  checked,  and  cured, 
by  attention  to  this  diforder.  1  was  ftrongly 
imprefled  with  the  opinion,  that  if  thefe  cafes 
had  been  neglefted,  they  would  have  termi- 
nated in  that  herpetic  ulceration,  which  fo 
often  afFeds  the  end  of  the  nofe.  I  have  alfo 
feen  feveral  inftances  of  that  herpetic  ulcera- 
tion in  its  confirmed  ftate  more  materially 
benefited  by  medical  attention  to  corred:  the 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  than  by  any 
local  application  :  and  I  feel  confident  that 
it  may  be  frequently  cured  by  fuch  endea- 
vours. 

I  have  obferved,  in  all  the  cales  of  that 
noifome  and  intrad:able  difeafe,  ozaena,  which 
have  come  under  my  care  lately,  that  the 
llomach  and  bowels  have  been  difordered; 
and  more  benefit  has  been  obtained  by  endea- 
vouring to  bring  thefe  organs  into  a  healthy 
ftate,  than  by  all  the  local  applications  which 
had  been  previoufly  tried.  I  fi:ated  to  a  medi- 
cal friend  my  opinions  refpefting  one  patient 

N  2  who 
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who  came  from  the  country,  and  begged 
to  know  the  effect  of  the  treatment  which 
I  had  propofed.  He  informed  me,  after  fome 
months,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  fucceed 
in  correcting  the  vifceral  diforder ;  and  after 
relating  the  means  which  had  been  ufed,  he 
adds,  ''  The  patient  was  now  attacked  with 
a  bilious  diforder,  to  which  Ihe  had  formerly 
been  fubjeft,  and  for  which  I  gave  her  fix 
grains  of  calomel  in  a  bolus,  which  foon 
relieved  her.  During  this  attack  the  nofe 
feemed  well ;  there  was  no  fetor  in  the  dif- 
charge,  and  flie  recovered  her  fenfe  of  fmel- 
ling."  However  the  difeafe  returned  after- 
wards as  before. 

In  farther  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  that 
difeafes  of  the  nofe  depend  much  upon  the  ftate 
of  the  ftomach,  I  Ihall  mention  the  cafe  of  a 
woman,  who  had  a  difeafe  of  the  nofe,  which  I 
expected  would,  at  leafi:,  prove  very  tedious  and 
very  troublefome,  but  which  got  well  Ipeedily 
under  fimple  dreflings,  in  confequence,  as 
appeared,  from  the  effect  of  internal  medi- 
cines. 

CASE. 
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CASE. 

This  patient  was  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  of  age ;  had  a  furred  tongue,  bowels 
alternately  coftive  and  lax,  and  their  difcharges 
difcoloured.  An  enlargement  of  the  left  ala 
nali,  caufed  by  a  great  thickening  of  the  parts 
covering  and  lining  the  cartilage,  had  gradually 
taken  place.  The  Ikin  was  difcoloured,  and 
an  ulcer,  about  the  lize  of  a  fixpence,  had 
formed  on  the  under  furface  of  the  ala.  The 
fore  was  deep,  with  a  floughing  furface,  and 
uneven  and  fp reading  edges.  Spermaceti  ce- 
rate was  employed  as  a  dreffing ;  and  the  ex- 
ternal Ikin  was  frequently  bathed  with  Gou- 
lard's wafli.  She  was  ordered  to  take  inter- 
nally five  grains  of  rhubarb  an  hour  before 
dinner,  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond  night,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian  with 
fenna  occafionally.  The  fore  ceafed  to  fpread, 
the  fwelling  gradually  fubfided,  and  all  difeafed 
appearances  were  removed  in  the  courfe  of  a 
month.  The  patient  alfo  found  her  health 
confiderably  amended. 

In 
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In  mofl:  cafes  of  deafnefs,  there  is  probably 
a  ftate  of  irritation,  and  a  tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, throughout  the  paiTages  of  the  ear. 
The  external  meatus  is  unufually  fenlible,  the 
fecretions  being  either  fupprelTed,  or  difcharged 
in  an  unnatural  quantity.  The  lining  of  the 
euftachian  trumpet  is  thickened ;  and  hence  it 
becomes  partially  obftrucSed.  It  muft  be  ad- 
fcaitted  that  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  organ  is  likely 
to  be  aggravated  by  a  caufe,  which  maintain3 
or  produces  irritation  in  the  nofe.  When 
dullnefs  of  hearing  alfo  depends  on  a  torpid 
iiate  of  the  nerves,  it  may  be  caufed  by  the 
farpe  circumftance,  which  is  knov^  n  to  aiFecl 
the  fenfibility  of  other  nerves. 

Indeed,  I  have  remxarked  that  the  hearing 
of  many  perfons  has  confiderably  varied  with 
the  ftate  of  their  health  in  general ;  fo  that  I 
felt  no  furprife  from  the  occurrence  relatecl  in 
the  following  cafe. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  on  account  of 
fome  pfeudofyphilitic  fymptoms,  which  I  told 
him  would  gradually  become  well.     I  advifed 

him. 
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him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  Hate  of  his  digellive  organs, 
which  were  generally  difordered  by  the  eflecfts 
of  the  poifon.  He  took  five  grains  of  the  pil. 
hydrarg.  every  fecond  or  third  night.  The 
diforders  for  which  he  had  confultqd  me  were 
all  removed  in  the  coiirfe  of  two  months ; 
when  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  faying, 
that  he  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  me  and 
to  the  pubhc  to  inform  me,  that  the  lenient 
courfe  of  mercury,  which  I  had  recommended, 
had  cured  him  of  a  confiderable  degTee  of 
habitual  deafnefs. 

It  is  v/ell  known  that  ophthalmy  frequently 
arifes  from  conftitutional  caufes  ;  and  in  fuch 
cafes  the  digellive  org-ans  are  generally  de- 
ranged. The  health  w411  be  moll  fpeedily 
rellored,  and  the  local  difeafe  molt  effecli^^lly 
diminiihed,  by  correfting  the  difordered  ftate 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera.  There  is  no  ne- 
cellity  for  enlarging  upon  this  fubjedl;  yet  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  Itate  what  I  have  obferved 
refpefting  thofe  oplithalmies,  which  take  place 
fpbfequently  to  gonorrhoea,  and  wiiich  have 

generally 
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generally  been  afcribed  to  a  retropullion  of 
that  difoi'der,  or  to  the  accidental  application 
of  the  difcharge  to  the  furface  of  the  eye.  In 
the  worft  of  the  cafes  which  I  have  {een 
lately  there  was  conliderable  rednefs  and  irri- 
tability of  the  eye,  laiiing  nearly  a  fortnight. 
The  digeifive  organs  were  deranged  in  all  the 
cafes  to  which  I  allude ;  and  I  attribute  the 
comparative  w^ell-doing  of  thefe  patients  to 
the  attention  which  was  paid  to  their  correc- 
tion, and  to  tonic  and  ftimulating  applica- 
tions, as  a  folution  of  zincum  vitriolatum  to 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  and  unguentum  hy- 
drargyri  nitrati  to  the  eyelids.  In  other  cafes, 
w^hich  I  had  formerly  been  witnefs  to,  w  here 
evacuations  by  bleeding  and  purging,  &g. 
were  employed,  the  diforder  was  extremely 
obftinate ;  nay  feveral  patients  loft  their  fight, 

That   cutaneous   difeafes  '^  are  much  con- 
neded  with  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  is  gene- 
rally 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  right  to  advert  to  the  direft  and  fudden 
fympatby  which  exifts  between  the  fkin  and  the  Itomach.  In 
affedions  of  the  latter  organ^  the  fkin  is  dry  iind  ccld^  moilt  and 

cold^ 
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rally  known.  Hence  various  medicines  have 
been  recommended  to  correct  diforders  of  that 
vifcus,  with  the  view  of  removing  the  more 
evident,  but  confeqiient  difeafe  of  the  Ikin. 
The  account,  which  I  have  given  of  diforders 
of  the  digeftive  organs,  may  lead  to  a  more 
rational  and  lefs  empirical  treatment,  and  to 
the  more  jull  appreciation  of  the  value  and 
mode  of  adlion  of  remedies,  which  are  fanc- 
tioned  by  experience.  It  is  almoft  fuperfluous 
to  relate  any  cafe  to  authenticate  fo  well 
known  a  fad: ;  the  following,  however,  may 
be  found  interefting  and  inftrucftive. 

A   patient   in    St.   Bartholomew's    hofpital 
had  an  herpetic  difeafe  of  the  ikin.     This  had 

cold,  hot  and  dry,  or  moifi:  and  dry ;  and  it  fuddenly  changes 
from  the  one  to  the  other  condition,  as  the  ftats  of  the  flomach 
varies.  When  the  digeftive  organs  are  difordered^  the  irritable 
Itate  of  the  ikin  is  manifefted.  by  the  effects  of  blilters  and  other 
irritating  applications.  A  blifter  produces  a  tormenting  local 
difeafe,  and  even  a  Bargundy  pitch  plafier  caufes  extenfive 
erythema.  Indeed,  when  the  conftitution  is  irritable,  all  the 
modes  of  counter-initation,  which  furgeons  employ  under  other 
circumitances  with  fuccefs  for  the  cure  of  local  difeafes,  are 
likely  to  do  harm  j  and  thus  thefe  curative  methods  obtain  dif- 
credit  in  confequence  of  their  iil-limed  employment. 

healed 
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healed  in  the  middle,  and  Iprcad  in  the  cir- 
cumference to  fuch  a  degree,  tliat  it  occupied 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  leg,  and  in- 
cluded two  thirds  of  its  circumference.  The 
Ikin  had  recovered  a  moderately  found  Itate 
in  the  centre.  The  difeafe  was  propagated  in 
the  circumference  by  an  ulceration,  which 
threw  out  a  prcjecling  raid  firm  fungus  of  a 
tawny  colour,  of  about  half  an  inch  in 
breadtli.  A  fmall  groove  or  channel  feparated 
this  fungus  from  the  furrounding  inflamed 
Ikin,  >vhich  had  not  yet  ulcerated.  A  fimilar 
difeafe  occupied  the  back  part  of  the  arm ; 
this  was  of  an  oval  figure,  and  refembled,  in 
every  circumftance,  that  which  I  have  already 
defcribed  upon  the  leg.  Thefe  difeafes  had 
exiited  for  nearly  two  years,  and  continued  to 
Ipread  in  oppofition  to  every  mode  of  treat- 
ment. jMercury  had  been  employed,  even  to 
falivation,  without  any  marked  alleviation  of 
the  local  complaint,  I  immediately  perceived 
that  the  digeftive  organs  w^ere  greatly  de- 
ranged :  upon  correcting  this  diforder,  the 
ikin  furrounding  the  difeafe  became  pale ;  and 
all  difpofition  to  fpread  ceafed.     'J'he  fungus, 

however^i 
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however.  Hill  projeded,  and  did  not  heal ;  it 
•was  therefore  drefled  with  a  w^eak  foliition  of 
kali  arfenicatum.  This  remedy  feemcd  to 
fubvert  the  difeafed  adions,  which  had  pro- 
duced the  fungus ;  ib  that,  in  lefs  than  two 
months,  the  patient  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital  perfeclly  v^ell, 

I  'have  feen  fimilar  herpetic  difeafes,  of 
much  lefs  extent,  fucceed  to  the  abforption  of 
matter  from  fores  upon  the  genitals.  Thefe 
have  got  well  when  the  patient  has  gone  into 
the  country,  and  appeared  again  when  he  has 
returned  to  town.  They  have  healed  under 
a  courfe  of  mercury,  and  broken  out  again 
when  it  was  difcontinued. 

In  this  review  of  diforders,  occurring  in 
parts  having  a  continuity  of  furface  with  the 
digeftive  organs,  I  have  traced  them  from  the 
ftomach.  Another  fct  of  dileafes  may  ori- 
ginate from  the  fame  fource.  The  large  in- 
teftines  fufFer  more  in  advanced  ftages  of  thefe 
diforders  than  the  fmaller  ones ;  hence  difor- 
ders  of  the   redum,   and   particularly  many 

irritable 
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irritable  difeafes  about  the  orifice  of  that  bowel, 
are  deducible  from  this  caufe.  I  fhall  not, 
however,  prolong  the  account  by  the  rela- 
tion of  cafes  ;  but  content  myfelf  with 
affuring  the  reader,  that  the  opinion  has  been 
derived  from  fads,  and  not  from  preconceived 
potions  of  the  operation  of  fuch  diforders. 


SECTION 
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IN  this  Sedion  I  Ihall  mention  what  in- 
formation I  have  obtained  by  dilieclion,  rela- 
tive to  the  caufation  of  other  difeafes  by  thole 
of  the  digeftive  organs.  The  reciprocal  Sym- 
pathy, which  exifts  between  the  brain  and 
the  digeftive  organs,  is  generally  admitted  ; 
but  the  kind  and  the  degree  of  the  eiFecls 
arifing  from  this  fympathy,  is  not,  perhaps,  in 
general,  fufficiently  imderftood.  Thefe  or- 
gans mutually  increafe  each  other's  diforder ; 
till  the  afFedion  of  the  fenforium  leads  to  the 
greateft  difturbance  of  the  nervous  fundions^ 
and  even  of  thofe  of  the  mind. 

All  this  may  happen  without  any  viiible 
difeafe  of  the  brain.  Dr.  Kirkland  particu- 
larly direfted  the  attention  of  medical  men  to 
nervous  apoplexy;  and  the  obfervations,  which 
have  been  made  iince  that  time,  have  proved, 
that  not  only  a  general  derangement  of  the 

functions 


igO  ON  DiSORDEttS 

fundions    of    the  nerv^ous  fyftem   producing 
apoplexy,  but  alio  partial  effects  of  a  fimilar 
nature  cauling  hemiplegia  and  paralyfis,  may 
take    place,    without   any  vifible  change    of 
ftrudure  in  the  brain,     I  have  met  with  nu- 
merous inftances   of  this  kind ;  but  could  not 
determine  whether  the  affections  were  merely 
nervous,  or  whether  they  were  produced,  or 
aggravated  by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs c 
I  only  know,  that  the  patients  died  afFefted  by 
apoplexy,  hemiplegia,  or  more  local  paralylis, 
without  any  derangement  irl  the  evident  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  brain.     I  may  alfo  mention,  that 
I  formerly  examined  the  brains  of  three  per- 
fons  who  died  in  a  comatofe  ftate,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  metaftafis  of  rheumatifm.     In 
tliefe  cafes  no    morbid    appearance  was  ob^ 
ferved    in    the    brain,    except    fome     flight 
marks  of   inflammation    of    the    pia    mater. 
It  therefore  appears  clearly  to  me,  that  dif- 
order and  abolition  of  the  nervous  functions 
may  take  place,  without  any  organic  affedion 
of  the  brain.      The  perfecl   recovery  of  pa- 
tients, which  fometimes  happens,  after  fuch 
diforders,  may  alfo  be  conlidered  as  additional 

evidence 
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evidence    of  there  having  been,   in   fuch  in- 
Itances,  no  organic  dileafe  of  the  braiii. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  epilepfy 
may,  in  hke  manner,  take  place  without  any- 
morbid  alteration  of  the  llrudlure  of  the  brain, 
or  its  membranes*  Some  of  the  perfons  whofe 
heads  vrere  examined,  without  the  difcovery 
of  any  difeafe  of  thofe  parts,  had  been  fubjecffc 
to  attacks  hke  thofe  of  epilepfy.  Dr.  Henry 
Frafer  has,  of  late,  publiilied  a  decifive  in- 
ftance  in  proof  of  this  fa6t.  A  patient  died 
of  epilepfy,  and  his  brain  w  as  examined  with 
particular  attention,  by  Mr.  Cooper,  without 
any  morbid  alteration'  of  It ruclure  being  dif- 
covered*.  In  general,  however,  iriorhid  ap- 
pearances are  evident  in  the  brains  of  thofe 
perfons  who  die  of  epilepfy.  Tubercles  are 
molt  frequently  met  with.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  diforder  of  ftrufture  w^hich  I  Vv  ilh 
briefly  to  m-entipn,  as  I  do  not  find  that  it 
has  been  noticed.  In  two  perfons,  who  died 
of  epilepfy,  I  found  the  medullary  fubftance 
of  each  hemifphere  altered  from  its  natural 

*  See  Frafer  on  Epilepf)-,  pn^e  39. 

ftri^clture ; 
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ftmclure  ;  it  had  loll  its  natural  firmneis,  and 
fmootlineis  of  furface,  and  appeared  like  thick 
curdled  cream. 

Now,  if  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
is  capable  of  cauling  or  aggravating  nervous 
diforder,  even  to  the  production  of  thofe 
efFecis  \\^hich  have  been  mentioned,  when 
there  is  no  alteration  of  Itruclure ;  it  mult: 
be  granted  that  fuch  a  ftate  of  irritation  of 
the  fenforium  may  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
excitement  of  the  vafcular  firuclure  of  the 
brain,  and  thus  very  frequently  produce  organic 
difeafe.  When  this  has  occurred,  it  will  ag- 
gravate and  eftabliih  the  nervous  affection, 
and  thus  perhaps  render  it  infufceptible  of 
cure. 

Such  are  the  general  obfervations  which 
I  have  made,  by  means  of  anatomical  enquiry, 
relative  to  thefe  fubjefts.  With  refpe6l  more 
efpecially  to  the  inveftigation  of  my  prefent 
objeft,  I  have  examined  the  bodies  of  fix 
patients,  in  whom  diieafe  moil  certainly 
began  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  \vas  con- 
tinued 
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tinned  in  tlicm  to  the  conclufion  of  their 
lives.  Neverthelefs  the  patients  feemed  to  die. 
rather  of  nervous  diforder,  than  of  difeafe  of 
the  parts  firll  affected.  One  of  the  patients 
died  affeded  with  apopledic  fymptoms,  and 
five  with  hemiplegia. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  the  liver  was  greatly  dif- 
cafcd,  and  the  bowels  alfo  exhibited  difeafed 
appearances.     In  three  of  the  cafes  there  was 
conliderable  inflammation  of  the   membranes 
of  the  brain  ;  and  a  good  deal  of  water  in  the 
ventricles.     In  two  of  them  no  morbid  appear- 
ance of  the  brain  was  difcovered.     I  have  alfo 
examined  a  child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
died   of  the  hydrocephalus,    accompanied  by 
great  diforder    of  the   ftomach   and  bowels. 
In  this  cafe  the  bowels   were  inflamed,  the 
.  liver  found,  and  the  brain  perfeflly  healthy 
in    appearance  ;     yet     there     had     been     fo 
great  a  diminution  of  fenfation  and  motion, 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  hy- 
drocephalus.    I  am  aware,  that  great  oppor- 
tunities of  obfervation,  accurate  attention  to 
the  hiilory  of  difeafes,  and  anatomical  exami^ 

O  nation 
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nation  of  fatal  cafes,  are  requifite  to  enable  i^ 
to  form  juft  notions  relative  to  the  prefent 
fubjeirt,  I  thought,  hxovvever,  that  it  might 
not  be  improper  to  Itate  what  had  been  the 
r^fult  of  my  own  enquiries  by  diffedion,  in 
order  to  promote  a  more  general  attention  to 
the  fubje^. 

When  my  attention  was  iirfl  direded  to  the 
fubjecl  of  the  fympathetic  affections  of  other- 
organs,  which   were   caufed  by  the  diforders 
of  thofe   concerned  in  digeition,  my  primary 
objeft  was  to   endeavour  to  afcertain,  by  dif- 
feAion,  how  far  pulmonary  difeafes  originated 
from  fuch  a  fource.     I  have,  in  the  courfe  of 
my  enquiries,  had  feveral  opportunities  of  ex- 
amining the  bodies  of  patients  who  apparently 
died  of  phthifis,  combined  with  difeafes  of  the 
digeftive  organs.     In  thefe  cafes  both  the  hif- 
tory  and  diffeclion  tended  to  prove,  that  the 
chylopoietic  vifcera  were  the  feat  of  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  eftabliflied  difeafe,  and  that   the 
pulmonary  affection  was  a  fecondary  diforder. 
The  liver  was  greatly  difeafed,  and  the  lungs 
were  alfo  befet  with  tubercles ;    yet  a  con- 

liderable 
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fiderable  portion  of  tliofc  organs  was  found. 
But  dilfeclions  can  never  conclulivelj  afcer- 
tain  the  truth  of  the  opinions  which  1  have 
ftated ;  for  the  fame  difpoiition  to  difcafe. 
exifting  in  the  conltitution  may  equally  affect 
both  the  pulmonary  and  digellive  organs.  Nav, 
obfervations  made  in  dilfeclion  in  general, 
would  tend  to  difprove  the  opinions  alluded 
to ;  for  difeafes  of  the  lungs  are  very  com- 
monly met  with  in  dead  bodies,  while  thofe 
of  the  liver  and  bowels  are  much  lefs  frequent.. 
Yet  confiderable  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans does  exilt,  and  may  continue  for  many 
years,  without  any  organic  difeafe  being  appa- 
rent :  it  is  poffible,  therefore,  that  fuch  diforder 
may  excite  difeafe  of  the  lungs,  and  thus  pro- 
duce a  vrorfe  difeafe  in  the  latter  organs,  than 
what  exifted  in  the  former.  In  lliort,  the  opi- 
nions which  I  have  mentioned,  cannot  be  either 
afcertained  or  refuted  by  anatomical  re- 
fearches  alone, 

Accurate  attention  to  the  Itate  of  the  digef- 
tive organs  may  determine  this  important  fub- 
je6l,  and  lead  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of 

0  2-  the 


igO  O^s-    DlSORDEIvS' 

the  fympathetic  difeafcs  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. The  attention  alhided  to,  is  not  of 
that  general  kind  which  adverts  only  to  the 
quantity  of  the  ingefta,  and  the  periodical  ex- 
pnllion  of  the  egerta^  but  one  that  more  ftriclly 
obferves  w^liether  the  vifcera  are  free  from 
kritation,  and  w  hether  their  fecretions  are 
healthy  or  other  wife.  My  opportunities  of 
acquiring  practical  information  on  this  fubject 
must  neceiiarily  have  been  very  limited  ;  yet 
I  have  feen  many  cafes  which,  to  me,  appeared 
to  prove,  that  pulmonary  irritation  fometimes 
proceeds  from  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans. In  fuch  cafes  of  furgical  diieafes,  ac- 
companied by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
as  ha\e  been  related,  I  have  occafionally  ob- 
feivcd  a  cough  attended  with  expeftoration 
to  ceafe,  upon  the  correction  of  the  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs. 

A  cafe,  which  happened  about  five  years 
ago.,  ftrongly  impreffed  thefe  opinions  on  my 
nnnd.  A  fervant  of  mine  told  me,  that  his 
wife  w^as  dying  of  a  coniiimption,  w^hich  had 
beeq.  rapidly  increaling  for  fix  months,   and 

had 
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had  baffled  all  attempts  to  relieve  it.     Think- 
ing  that    I    could  proci're  her  fome  medical 
afliftance  from  the  hofpital,  I  went  to  fee  her. 
The  cafe,   however,   feemed  pall  hope.     She 
was  extremely  emaciated ;  her  pulfe  beat  l  40 
in  a  minute  ;  her  face  was  fluftied ;  fhe  had  a 
moil  diflreffing  cough  ;  and  fpit  up  more  than 
a  pint  of  mucus,  mixed  with  pus  and  ftreaked 
with  blood,  in  twenty-four  hours.     The  cir- 
cumftance,    however,    which   moil    dilturbed 
her  was  a  continual  purging  of  black  and  of- 
feniive  matter.     She  told  me  that  the  diforder 
of  the   bowels   was  the  firil  diforder ;  that  it 
had  preceded  the  pulmonary  afFedtion,    and, 
indeed,  that  it  was  an  habitual  complaint.     I 
thought  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  my  medical 
friends  in  fo  hopeleis  a  cafe ;  and  ordered  fome 
pills,  containing  one  gra^r:   of  opium,  to   be 
taken  in   fach    quantity  as  was   necelTary  to 
flop  the  purging.     As  iht  informed  me  that 
the  diforder  began  in  the  bowels,  I  added  to 
each  pill  half  a  grain  of  calomel.     By  thefe 
means  the  purging  was  fo  much  checked,  that 
Ihe  did  not  find  it  neceiTary  to  take  more  than 
two  pills  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  when  llie 

had 
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tiad  taken  twelve,  the  mercury,  very  unex- 
pectedly, affeAed  the  mouth.  From  that  pe- 
riod, the  ftoois  became  of  a  natural  colour 
And  conliltence  ;  the  cough  and  expecloration 
ceafed  ;  and  Ihe  v*'as  foon  fufficiently  recovered 
to  go  into  the  country ;  from  whence  flie  re- 
turned  apparently  in  good  health. 

Now  if  it  were  to  be  afcertained,  that  pul- 
monary irritation,  which  might  of  courfe  pro- 
duce pulmonary  difeafe,  fometimes  arifes  from 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs ;  it  would  be 
right  to  enquire  farther,  w^hether  it  produces 
fuch  effects,  by  the  nervous  diforder  it  occa- 
lions,  and  by  its  operation  on  the  health  in 
general ;  or  by  means  of  a  more  immediate 
fympathy  exifting  between  the  pulmonary 
and  digeftive  organs.  I  do  not  mean  to  in- 
finuate,  by  what  has  been  faid,  that  pulmo- 
tiary  difeafes  do  not  arife  originally  and  idio- 
pathically ;  but  only  to  fuggeft  that  they  may 
arife  fy m pathetically,  or  in  confequence  of 
diforder  of  the  digeitive  organs.  The  propor- 
tionate number  of  cafes,  in  which  they  origi- 
nate in  this  manner^  can  only  be  determined, 

hy 
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by  veiy  extenfive  experience.  That  llie  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  are  difordered,  during  the 
progrels  of  phthifis,  will,  I  conclude,  be  readily 
-admitted  ;  and  that  an  attention  to  correct 
fuch  diibrder  is  requilite,  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, from  what  has  been  faid  relative  to 
the  influence  of  fuch  treatment  upon  various 
local  difeafes. 

The  actions  of  the  heart  feem  to  me  alfo 
to  become  difordered  from  fympathy  with 
the  Itomach.  That  palpitations,  and  feeble 
or  intermitting  a6lions  of  that  organ  arife  from 
this  caufe,  is  proved  by  their  ceafing,  when 
the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  becomes  changed. 
The  palpitations  which  take  place  after  eat- 
ing, in  cafes  where  the  heart  is  irritable,  far- 
ther evince  the  lympathy  which  exiils  between 
thefe  organs.  Surgeons  are  occaiionally  con- 
fulted  on  palpitations  of  the  heart,  which  the 
patients  millake  for  aneurifms :  I  have  iccn 
many  inftances,  where  the  great  degree  of 
palpitation  led  to  a  belief,  that  fome  organic 
affection  exifted.  This  has  ceaied  on  an  amend- 
ment of  the  general  health,  apparently  arifing 

from 


200  ON    DISORDERS 

from  an  amelioration  of  the  ftate  of  the  digef- 
tire  organs,  and  the  patients  have  continued 
in  perfect  health.  I  have  not  colleded  anv 
accurate  narratives  of  the  cafes  that  I  have 
feen:  none  at  leail  which  I  could  properly 
prefent  to  the  public  as  a  proof  of  the  fad. 
There  is  nothing,  however,  of  which  I  am 
more  perfedlly  convinced ;  for  I  have  felt  it 
to  be  true  inmj^own  perfon.  After  confider- 
able  and  uniifual  fatigue,  I  was  feized  with 
.pain,  and  a  fenfation  of  coldnefs  in  the  region 
of  the  ftomach.  I  had  no  appetite,  and  the 
biliary  fecretion  w^as  fupprefled.  Whilfl:  this 
diforder  continued,  which  was  for  many 
weeks,  my  pulfe  intermitted  very  frequently, 
and  I  Vv'as  diftrelTed  with  hypochondriacal  fen- 
fations.  Upon  an  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  and  a  renewal  of  the  biliary 
fecretionS;,  which  happened  very  fuddenly  after 
taking  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  my  pulfe 
became  perfectly  regular,  and  my  mind  tran- 
quil. 

The  obfervations,  which  I  have  made  in  fur- 
gical  cafes,  lead  me  alfo  to   attribute   many 

ha^raor- 
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rliages,  and  particularly  thofe  from  the  nofe, 
to  a  lympathetic  affection  of  the  heart  and 
arteries,  excited  by  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs. 

If  fucli  a  ftate  of  the  fyllem  in  general, 
as  I  have  defcribed,  and  w^hich  is  manifefted 
by  circumltances  denoting  the  digeftive  organs 
to  be  in  an  unhealthy  ftate,  and  the  nervoiis 
lyftem  to  be  hkewife  difordered,  may,  in 
fome  inftances,  caufe  various  local  difeafes 
of  parts  not  effential  to  life,  the  care  of 
which,  cuftom  has  coiiligned  to  the  fur- 
geon ;  and  may,  in  other  inftances,  produce 
diforders  of  organs  effential  to  our  exiftence, 
the  care  of  which  is  allotted  to  the  phy- 
lician  ;  the  fubject  muft  be  allovv^ed  to  be  of 
the  higheft  importance.  Of  late,  indeed,  I 
have  been  inclined  to  confider  thefe  circum- 
fiances  as  the  caufe  of  the  complicated 
difeafes  which  are  met  v>dth  in  man,  fo 
much  more  frequently  than  in  animals.  In 
man  the  brain  is  more  fenlitive,  and  liable 
to  be  difordered  by  mental  aiFeclions.  In 
man  the  digeftive  organs  are  liable  to  be  dif- 
ordered  by   ftimulatsng   and   unnatural  diet. 

Sedentary 
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Sedentary  habits  and  impure  air  co-operate 
to  aggravate  thefe  diforders.  The  dilbrders 
of  the  brain  and  digeltive  organs  mutually 
increafe  each  other ;  and  thus  a  ll;ate  of  con- 
liitution  arifes,  which  is  productive  of  the 
moft  general  and  complex  difeafes.  But  even 
thefe  do  not  feem  to  me  to  be  the  moll  cala- 
mitous terminations  of  fuch  caufes.  The  dif- 
prder  of  the  fenforium,  excited  and  aggravated 
iby  the  means  v^hich  have  been  defcribed,  fre^ 
quently  afFecls  the  mind.  The  operations 
of  the  intellect  become  enfeebled,  perplexed, 
and  perverted ;  the  temper  and  difpolition 
irritable,  unbenevolent,  and  defponding;  the 
moral  character  and  conduct  appears  even 
liable  to  be  affected  by  thefe  circumftances. 
The  individual  in  this  cafe  is  not  the  only 
fufferer,  but  the  evil  extends  to  his  connec- 
tions and  to  fociety.  The  mbjecL,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  of  fdch  importance,  that  no  apo- 
logy need  be  oifered  for  this  imperfect  at- 
tempt to  place  it  under  general  contem- 
plation *. 

*  The  ancients,  who  formed  thfeir  judgment  of  tlie  nature  of 
diforders  by  obferving  the  excretions^  denominated  an  irritable 

I  feci 
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I  feci  mvfelf  under  great  obligations  to  Mr. 
Boodle,  frou)  vvlioni,  as  I  have  mentioned  in 
the  preface,  1  firli  derived  thofe  opinlou* 
which  are  recorded  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
By  this  view  of  the  fubjedl,  which  he  firft  in- 
llrii(Sled  me  to  take,  I  think  I  can  perceive 
many  circiunllar^-cs  relating  to  the  caiifes  and 
effecfts  of  difeafes,  which  before  would  either 
have  been  very  obfcure,  or  not  all  dillinguifli- 
able.  Mr.  Boodle  firft  inftrufted  me  how  tq 
deted  diforders  of  the  digell:ive  organs,  w^hen, 
their  local  fjmptoms  wei^e  fo  trivial  as  to  be 
unnoticed  even  bv  the  patient ;  and  pointed 
out  to  me  what  y^  ere  the  curative  indications 
Jn  thefe  diforders.  Many  of  the  caies,  which 
I  have  related,  lliew  how  much  faulty  ac- 
tions of  the  liver  contribute  to  caufe  or  ag- 
gravate the  general  diforder.  The  rdief,  which 
frequently  arifes  from   the  renewal  or  correc- 

and  defponding  flate  of  mind,  Hypochondriacs ;  and  when  a 
more  fixed  and  irrational  dejeiSlion  took  place,  they  deemed  it 
an  atrabiliary  diforder,  and  called  it  Melancholia.  There  caiii 
be  no  doubt  of  the  correftnefs  of  their  obfervations  -,  for  if  the 
diforder  began  in  the  nervous  fyltem,  it  would  generally  produce 
and  become  aggravated  by  that  diforder  of  th(i  digeftive  organs^ 
from  which  they  denominated  It. 

tion 
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tion  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  in  thefe  cafes, 
was  the  circumftance  which  at  firft  made  the 
greatell:  impreilion  on  his  mind.  I  beheve, 
however,  that  his  opinions  of  the  nature  of 
the  diforder  of  the  digeltive  organs,  and  its 
operation  in  the  produdlion  of  other  difeafes, 
Jiave  been,  and  are,  very  limilar  to  thofe  which 
I  have  deUvered.  Indeed,  as  Vv  e  have  hved 
in  the  molt  unreferved  communication  of  our 
fentiments^  it  is  not  probable,  that  our  opi- 
,liions  are  niateriallj  different.  I  have  been 
,^Y)ery  foiicitous  that  Mr.  Boodle  Ihould  publifli 
his  own  account  of  this  fubjecl,  and  the  facls 
which  he  has  collecred :  but  as  his  time  is 
fully  occupied  in  the  pra6iice  of  his  profeffion, 
it  is  probable,  that  many  years  might  elapfc 
before  he  could  do  fo,  in  a  manner  fatisfaclory 
to  himifelf.  I  hope  and  expeci:,  however,  that 
he  will  undertake  this  talk.  The  medical 
treatment  of  difeafes,  is  the  moft  important 
part  of  our  knowledge  relating  to  them.  The 
plan,  which  I  have  fuggefted,  may  be  applica- 
ble to  fuch  diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs  as 
require  the  attention  of  a  furgeon,  whofe  chief 
obje6l  is  the  cure  of  local  difeafe ;  but  it  ap- 
pears 
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pears  to  me  very  inadequate  to  tiie  cure  of  thofe 
more  complicated  forms  of  difeafe,  which  come 
under  the  care  of  the  ph}  lician.  To  this  fub- 
je6l  Mr.  Boodle  has,  I  kaow,  paid  great  at- 
tention ;  and  a  narrative  of  cafes  muft  be  valu- 
able, when  given  by  a  perfon  who  remarks 
the  progrefs  of  difeafe,  and  the  effects  of  me- 
dicine, with  fagacity  and  accuracy. 


On 
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OnDifeafesof  the  Uretlira;  parilcularlij.  of  that 
j)arty  zvhich  is  fiirrounded  by  the  pro/tale  Gland, 


xLVERY  furgeon  will,  I  believe,  acknow- 
ledge that  an  obfcurity  hangs  over  the  fubjed: 
of  ftriclures  of  the  urethra,  w4iich  prevents 
tis  from  perceiving  the  caufe  of  many  circum- 
fiances,  which  occur  in  daily  pradice.  Con- 
tradions  of  this  canal  are  Ibmetimes  readily 
enlarged  to  their  natural  diameter  by  the  in- 
troduction of  common  bougies,  and  the  cure 
thus  effefted  is  permanent.  In  other  cafes  it 
is  difficult  to  procure  even  a  temporary  en- 
largement of  the  contracted  part ;  and  the 
lirifture  returns,  when  the  means  by  which  it 
was  relieved  are  difcontinued.  This  variety 
in  the  event  of  different  cafes  may,  in  fome 
iuft^nces,  depend  on  the  kind  and  duration  of 

the 
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the  difcafe  in  the  llridures  themfelves  ;  yet, 
in  many  others,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is 
owing  to  other  circumilances,  which  it  is  my 
delign  to  confider  in  the  prefent  paper.  Before 
my  oblervation  had  been  directed  to  thele 
circumltances,  I  was  much  puzzled  to  account 
for  the  difcordance  in  the  refult  of  cafes  appa- 
rently fimilar,  I  w^as  equally  unable  to  un- 
derltand  fome  occurrences,  like  thofe  which 
are  reprefented  in  the  following  cafe. 


CASE. 

A  gentleman,  whofe  life  w^as  made  un^^ 
comfortable  by  a  very  frequent  and  very 
urgent  propenlity  to  void  his  urine,  applied 
to  me  for  advice.  Two  ftridlures  were  difco- 
vered  in  the  further  part  of  the  urethra, 
which  did  not  oppofe  the  paflage  of  a  bougie 
as  large  as  a  goofequill.  Some  difficulty  was 
experienced  w^ien  the  bougie  entered  that 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  palTes  through  the 
proftate  gland ;  and  the  patient  complained  of 
pain,  which  was  copAfiderably  increafed  at  the 

orifice 
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orifice  of  the  bladder.     The  initrument,  how 
ever,  entered  the  bladder,   though  with  diffi- 
culty; and  it  feemed  to  be  grafped  by  the 
fphincler.    The  proftate  was  enlarged  to  tw  ice 
its  natural  iize ;   which  circuniiiance  feemed 
to  me  to  explain  the  caufe  of  the  flight  im- 
pediment, "W'hich   occurred   to   the  paifage  of 
the  inftrument  through  it.     The  urethra  was 
unufually  long  in  this  patient ;    and  though 
bougies   had    been    frequently    introduced,    I 
fufpe<9:  that  they  had  never  been  palled  into 
the  bladder.    The  patient  was  of  this  opinion, 
from  the  peculiar  fenfations  which  he  expe- 
rienced, and  which  he  had  never  felt  before. 
He  called  upon  me  four  days  afterwards,  faid 
that  he  w^as  much  relieved,  and  requefted  to 
have  the  operation  repeated.   The  fame  bougie 
w^hich  had  been  ufed  before  now  palled  with 
much  greater  facility.     The  patient  ftill  felt 
peculiar  fenfations,  though  much  diminiflied 
in  degree,  as  the  inftrumeat  went  through  the 
proftate.     It  entered  the  bladder  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  without  appearing  to  be  grafped. 
I  now  introduced  a  larger  bougie,  w^hich  went 
through  the  llriclures  v/ith  lefs  difficulty  than 

the 
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the  fmaller  one  had  done  on  its  lirft  intro- 
duce ion.    This  produced  the  fame  uneafy  fen- 
lation   on  entering  the  proftate ;    it  was  re- 
tarded  for  a  moment   at   the  orifice  of  the 
bladder,  and  was  flightly  grafped  at  its   en- 
trance.    All  the  fjmptoms  were  Hill  more  re- 
lieved by  this  fecond  introduction.     The  fame 
operation  was  repeated  a  few  times ;  at  firfi: 
every  fourth  day,  and  afterwards  once  a  week, 
till  a  bougie  of  the  largeil  lize  could  be  palled 
without  occalioning  any  uneaiinefs.     The  pa- 
tient, during  the  latter  part  of  the   time,  did 
not  require  to  void  his  urine  more  frequently 
than  is  common.     He  was   relieved  from  a 
great  trouble ;  and,   though  many  years  have 
elapfed,   he  has  not   experienced  limiiar  in- 
convenience* 

Such  cafes  as  the  preceding  induced  me  tor 
fufpeft  that  a  ftriclure  might  exift  in  the  ori- 
fice of  the  bladder.  The  following  cafe  gave 
me  new  and,  as  I  think,  juft  ideas  relative  to 
^tbis  fubjec^.  Whether  tiie  opinions  be  cor- 
rect or  not,  the  cafes,  it  muit  be  admitted^ 
deferve  attention. 

P  CASK 
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CASE. 


A  gentleman,  more  than  fcventy  years- of 
age,  had  experienced  for  about  fix  years  a 
difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine,  which  gradually 
increafed,  till  the  Hream  became  very  fmalL 
This  was  attended  with  a  frequent  propen- 
fity  to  difcharge  the  urine,  which  difturbed 
him  every  fecond  or  third  hour  during  the 
night.  At  laft  a  complete  retention  took 
place  when  he  was  in  the  country;  and  a 
furgeon  attempted  to  introduce  a  fmall  ca- 
vtheter,  which  however  was  prevented,  by  a 
ilriclure,  from  paffing  farther  than  fix  inches. 
The  patient  immediately  came  to  London,, 
when  I  diredled  him  to  take  fome  caftor  oil, 
lind  to  bathe  the  perinseum  and  adjacent  parts 
frequently  with  warm  water.  After  fome  time 
the  urine  flowed  again,  and  he  was  relieved 
from  the  prefent  urgent  fymptoms.  In  two  days 
I  examined  the  urethra,  and  found  a  ftrifture  at 
fix  inches,  through  v/hich  I  could  not  pafs 
cyen  a  very  fmall  bougie,  I  touched  this 
with  the  argentum  nitratum  ;  but  the  appli- 

^  cation 
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cation  did  not  produce  any  alteration  in  the 
circumllances  of  the  difeafe.      On   the  third 
day  the  bougie  palled  on  to  a  ftridlure  at  feven 
inches,  winch  was  alio  touched  with  cauftic ; 
and   the  fame   treatment  was  repeated  with 
another  ftridlure,  at  the  diftance  of  half  an 
inch   from    this.      The    bougie    now   pafled 
through  all  the   flridures,    and    entered    the 
proftate,  when  I  was  obliged   to  withdraw  it 
immediately,   from    a  fudden    attack  of  pain 
and  faintnefs.    No  enlargement  of  the  proHate 
was  difcovered  by  an  examination  per  anum ; 
nor  was  it  tender  w4ien  comprelTed.     I  told 
the  patient  that  I  confidered  it  very  delirable 
to  introduce   a   tubular  inftrument   into    the 
bladder,  but  that  the  minutenefs  of  the  ftream 
of  urine  rendered   it   doubtful  whether   this 
could  be  accomplifhed.     I   requefted  him   to 
call  in  another  furgcon,  that  the  atterrpt  might 
be  made  by  us  conjointly.     A  flexible  var- 
niihed  catheter,  containing  a  ftrcng  ^^  ire,  w^as 
readily  pafled  into  the  proftate,   but  couid  not 
be  made  to  enter  the  bladder.     The  attempt 
w^as  not  long  perfevered  in,  from  an  appre- 
heniion  of  doing   injury,   if  the   inlirumeiii 

p  2  w  ere 
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were  not  guided  in  the  right  track.  No  blood 
flowed  upon  withdrawing  the  catheter.  A 
flight  retention  of  urine  followed  this  attempt ; 
but,  after  a  few  days,  the  patient  was  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  before.  On  examining  the  ure- 
thra four  daj^s  afterwards,  I  found  that  the 
fmalleft  bougie  would  not  pafs  farther  than 
lix  mches  ;  fo  that  the  contraAion  of  the  firft 
iiricfture  had  been  re-excited  by  the  irritation, 
occaiioned  by  our  late  attempt.  As  the  appli- 
cation of  the  argentum  nitratum  had  fo  fud-' 
(lenly  and  completely  relieved  this  ftriclure  in 
*the  firft  inftance,  I  now  repeated  this  appli- 
,cation,  although  Iknew  that  the  fhidure  was 
..Jiierely  fpafmodic.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days  a  linall  bougie  was  introduced  into  the 
•proftate,  and  afterwards  a  larger  one.  I  now 
wilhed  to  afcertain  whether  I  could  pafs  the 
bougie  into  the  bladder,  or. learn,  by  means  of 
that  inilrument,  the  caufe  of  the  obllruction. 
As  the  patient  found  tliat  he  could  void  his 
tirine  moit  eaiily  when  lying  on  the  left  lide, 
it  feemed  probable  that  the  oririce  of  the  ure* 
thra  might  be  found  in  that  direction.  I  there- 
ibre  depreiTed  the  point   of  the  inilrument, 

and 
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and  carried  tlie  other  extremity  towards  the 
right  groin,  when  moft  unexpectedly  it  went 
forwards  into  tlie  bladder.  When  the  bougie 
was  withdrawn,  a  confidc^'ablc  quantity  of 
clotted  blood  and  mucus,  with  fomc  matter, 
oozed  out  of  the  urethra  ;  and  the  patient 
afterwards  voided  in  a  large  ftream  about 
eight  ounces  of  turbid  and  foetid  urine  mixed 
with  mucus ;  after  which  he  felt  as  if  his 
bladder  were  completely  emptied.  From  thi^ 
time  he  had  no  occalion  to  void  his  urine 
more  frequently  than  is  natural,  and  he  ex- 
pelled it  in  as  large  a  llream,  and  wath  as 
much  facility,  as  he  had  ever  done  at  any 
period  of  his  life.  The  bougie  w^as  for  fome 
time  introduced  every  third  day,  and  after- 
wards once  a  week.  It  paiTed  eafily  not  only 
through  the  urethra,  but  into  the  bladder, 
when  guided  in  the  direction  w^hich  has  been 
mentioned.  At  firft  the  point  w^as  foiled  w  ith 
blood  and  m.atter,  but  afterwards  thefe  ap- 
pearances were  no  longer  obferv^able,  w^hich 
led  me  to  conclude  that  the  circumference  of 
.  the  ulcerated  orifice  of  the  bladder  had  com ^ 
pletely  healed.  Two  years  afterwards  this 
r- :  gentleman 
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gentleman  experienced  a  recurrence  of  his 
former  complaints :  a  fmall  bougie  only  could 
now  be  introduced  into  the  bladder.  A 
larger  bougie  was  palTed  through  the  ure- 
thra on  the  next  attempt;  but  it  was  not 
carried  forwards  into  the  bladder,  from  an 
apprehenlion  of  irritating  the  proftate.  After 
a  few  days  the  larger  bougie  was  introduced 
into  the  bladder,  and  met  with  a  little  refift- 
ance  at  its  orifice.  From  this  time  it  palled 
with  the  fame  facility  as  when  I  difcontinued 
mj  former  attendance,  and  the  patient  found 
hirnfelf  equally  welL  Two  years  have  now 
elapfed  without  any  neceflity  for  repeating 
thefe  operations* 

In  this  cafe  a  difeafe  took  place  in  the 
prottate  giand,  without  producing  any  evi- 
dent enlargement  pr  tendernefs  of  its  fub- 
Hdnct,  though  it  proceeded  to  a  ftate  of 
ulceration.  The  difeafe  feems  to  have  ope- 
rated on  the  continuous  parts  in  two  direc- 
tions; backwards  upon  the  bladder,  render- 
ing that  organ  irritable ;  and  forv\^ards  upon 
the   urethra,   caufing  ftridures,    which  were 

in 
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in  feme  degree  organic,  but  cliicfly  of  a  fpaf- 
moclic  nature.  It  mufl  be  allowed,  however, 
that  the  obllru6lion  of  the  aperture  into  tlie 
bladder  by  the  difcharges  from  the  ulcerated 
furface  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  main- 
tain the  irritability  of  the  organ,  by  impeding 
the  difcharge  of  the  urine.  This  difeafe  was 
alfo  of  a  nature  that  admitted  of  relief,  and 
the  paffage  of  a  bougie  feemed  to  efFe6l  its 
cure.  It  had,  however,  a  tendency  to  recur, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  bougie  leffened  the  irri- 
tability of  the  part,  and  arretted  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  circumftances  of  this  cafe  do  not  in- 
deed unfold  the  caufe  and  precife  nature  of 
the  diforder,  which,  however,  will  in  my 
opinion  be  elucidated  by  thofe  which  follow. 
They  induced  me  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  in- 
fiances,  which  I  had  formerly  met  with, 
and  which  appeared  fo  unintelligible,  were 
of  a  limilar  nature ;  and  they  made  me  par- 
ticularly  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  the  lU'ethra, 
where  it  palles  through  the  proftate  gland, 
as   I  lliw  the  poffibility  of  this   canal   being 

difeafed^ 
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difeafed,  without  the  proftate  being  materi- 
ally implicated  in  the  dilbrder.  The  follow- 
ing caie  occurred  foon  afterwards. 


CAS  E. 

A  gentleman,  between  fifty  and  fixty  years 
of  age,  had  for  twenty  years  been  fubject 
to  occafional  fits  of  dyfury.  I  was  defired 
to  fee  him  in  one  of  ihefe,  which  had  been 
very  fevere  and  long  continued.  He  was 
obliged  to  void  the  urine  at  leaft  every  hour. 
The  calls  were  fudden  and  urgent,  and  the 
pain  continued  for  a  confiderable  time  after 
the  urine  had  been  difcharged.  He  had  fome 
fever,  which  fuch  irritation  would  naturally 
produce.  A  moderate-fized  bougie  flopped 
at  two  ftriclures,  but  palTed  through  them 
wdthout  much  difficulty:  Vv  hen  it  entered  the 
proftate,  the  patient  complained  of  burning 
pain;  of  a  ftiong  irritation  to  make  water; 
and  grew  fo  faint  that  I  had,  merely  time, 
by  a  gentle  preilure,  to  afcertain  that  the 
bougie  would  pafs  into  the  bladder:  when 
'  I  with- 
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I  withdrew  it,  the  point  was  covered  with  blood. 
The  patient  was  dirc6ted  to  bathe  the  peri- 
ncTum  with  warm  water  frequently,  if  the 
dyfury  w^as  urgent.  He  was  much  relieved 
by  the  introduftion  of  the  bougie,  and  did 
not  w^ant  afterwards  to  void  his  urine  oftener 
than  every  fecond  or  third  hour.  The  calls 
were  lefs  urgent,  and  the  fubfequent  uneali- 
nefs  lefs  in  feverity  and  duration.  After  two 
days,  a  bougie  of  tlie  fame  lize  was  intro- 
duced to  the  extent  of  eight  inches,  and  with- 
drawn ;  no  blood  adhered  to  its  furface.  A 
fmailer  bougie,  much  curved,  wtiS  now  pafled 
into  the  bladder;  the  patient  complained  of 
the  fame  uneafy  fenfation  as  before,  w^hen  it 
entered  the  proitate;  but  he  did  not  grow 
faint.  The  point  was  bloody  for  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch,  but  lefs  fo  than  on  its  iirft 
introduction.  More  relief  was  experienced 
this  time.  The  urine  w^as  now  voided  only 
every  fourth  hour.  Two  days  afterwards 
the  bougie  was  again  introduced  into  the 
bladder,  confiderably  curved,  and  w^ith  the 
point  carried  along  the  upper  furface  of  the 
urethra,  where  it  pafles  through  the  prpftate 

gland. 
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•gland.  The  point  was  foiled  with  a  yellowifli 
fluid,  flightly  tinted  M-ith  blood.  As  the  pa- 
tient was  getting  much  better,  the  operation 
was  not  repeated  till  after  four  di^vs,  and  then 
at  the  end  of  a  week ;  at  which  time  the 
blood  and  the  yellow  fluid  had  entirely  difap- 
peared.  The  urine  was  not  voided  more  fre- 
quently than  natural,  nor  was  its  expulfion  at- 
tended or  fucceeded  by  any  painful  fenfation. 
The  ftricftures  in  this  cafe  felt  firm,  and  not 
ealily  dilatable :  I  thought  it  neceifary  to  re- 
lieve them,  left  they  fhould  contribute  to  re- 
induce  the  irritation  in  the  proftate ;  but  the 
patient  felt  himfelf  fo  well,  that  he  w^as 
averfe  to  any  thing  which  might  renew  his 
former  fuiFerings,  and  he  has  had  no  fymp- 
toms  of  dyfury  lince  that  period.  The  prof- 
tate in  this  patient  was  not  enlarged  nor  ten- 
der. Conclulions  limilar  to  thpfe,  which  were 
deduced  from  the  former  cafe,  may  be  more 
fairly  drawn  from  this ;  viz.  that  a  difeafe  may 
occur  in  the  rpembrane  of  the  urethra  where 
it  paffes  through  the  proftate,  and  that  it  may 
render  the  bladder  irritable,  and  produce  ftric- 
tures  in  the  urethra ;  for  in   this  cafe  there 

^yas 
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was  no  mechanical  obftrndion  to  the  expuU 
fiun  of  the  urine  to  produce  irritation  in  the 
bladder.  It  alio  appears,  that  the  difeafe  adr 
mittcd  of  relief  by  the  introdudion  of  a 
bougie. 

I  have  lately  met  with  another  cafe  in  a 
younger  man,  w1;jlo  is  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  w^ho  was  afflicled 
with  limilar  fits  of  dyfury,  the  caufe  of  which 
could  not  be  afcertained.  I  palled  a  bougie 
for  him  a  few  times,  but  found  no  Itrifture  in 
the  urethra.  The  fame  painful  fenfatioDS  were 
produced  in  the  proflate,  as  in  the  preceding 
jcafes.  The  bougie  did  not  appear  at  the  time 
to  relieve  the  dyfury  ;  but  the  complaint  gra- 
dually ceafed,  and  the  patient  left  town.  He 
has  been  much  better  fince  this  time,  and  at- 
tributes his  relief  to  the  pallage  of  the  bougi^, 

CASE, 

A  gentleman,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  was 
atTte6led  with  dyiiiry,  which  increafed  in  vio- 
lence, though  various  means  were  employed 

•.  during 
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during  two  years    for  liis   relief.     He  voided 
his  urine  every  fecond  hour,  or  oftener,  with 
great  pain  and  fevere  irritation  ;  which  conti*- 
nued  for  fome  time  iifter  its  .e:xpuliion.     He 
had  fuch  a  fenfation  of  heat  and  uneafinefs  in 
the  perinseum,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  bring 
his  thighs  together;  and  he  was   obliged  to 
ufe  a  cufliion,  with  a  vacancy  in  the  middle^ 
when  he  fat  ,down.     He  could  not  ride  in  a 
carriage,  or  even  walk  out,  although  his  ge- 
neral  health   was  good.      A  moderate- lized 
J)ougie  halted  a  little  at  two  ftricftures,  and 
^when   it  arrived  at   the  proliate  produced  a 
violent  burning  fenfation,    a  vehement   pro-' 
penlity  to  void  the  urine,  and  extreme  pain  at 
about  two   inches   from   the   orifice  of    the 
urethra ;  which  part  was  ahyays  particularly^ 
painful  during  the  time  of  voiding  the  urine, 
and  after  its  expullion.     On  withdrawing  the 
bougie,  which  had  entered   the  bladder,  its 
point  w^as  found  to  be  covere4  with  blood. 
The    proftate    being    examined,    felt    rather 
hroader  than  ufual,  biit  was  not  tender.    The 
patient  was  relieved  by  the  introduction  of  the 
hougie,  W'hich  was  repeated  on  the  third  day  : 

it. 
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it  went  more  freely  through  the  llriciiires^ 
and  the  fenfations,  caufed  by  its  paffage 
through  the  proftate,  were  diminilhed.  The 
point  of  the  bougie  was  bloody.  I  afcertained 
that  the  blood  came  from  that  part  of  the 
urethra  which  is  fituated  in  the  proftate,  by 
introducing  a  large  bougie  to  the  diftance  of 
eight  inches,  and  then  withdrawing  it :  the 
point  was  not  in  the  leaft  foiled  with  blood. 
The  fecond  introduction  of  the  bougie  pro- 
duced conliderable  relief.  The  urine  was  re- 
tained longer,  the  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  pe- 
rina^um  was  dlminifhed^  and  the^patient  could 
'\valk  or  fit  down  more  comfortably.  The 
bougie  was  ufed  every  third  or  fourth  day  for 
three  wrecks  ;  and  then  once  a  week  for  a 
month  longer,  its  fize  being  gradually  in- 
creafed.  The  appearance  of  blood  on  the 
point  gradually  ceafed :  it  was  afterwards 
foiled  wdth  a  purulent  and  then  with  a  mu- 
cous fluid,  which  appearances  alfo  gradu- 
ally ceafed.  The  w^ater  was  now  voided 
t^nly  at  intervals  of  four  hours,  the  fub- 
fequent  pain  being  either  trivial  or  entirely 
abfent ;  the  iinealinefs  in  the  perineum  was 

fo 
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fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  patient  could  walk 
for  feveral  hours,  and  fit  down  without  pain. 
The  feminal  difcharges  had  been  attended 
with  extreme  pain,  fo  great  as  almoft  to  pro- 
duce fainting,  before  the  ftate  of  the  proftate 
had  been  relieved  :  they  afterwards  took  place 
without  anj  unufual  fenfation. 

Thefe  cafes  fhew  that  the  urethra  may  be- 
come irritable  and  difeafed,  where  it  pallet 
through  the  proftate  gland,  without  any  ma- 
terial diforder  of  the  contiguous  parts.  They 
induced  me  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
flate  of  that  part  of  the  urethra;  which  at- 
tention will,  in  my  opinion,  be  found  of  great 
confequence  in  direiling  our  treatment  of 
thefe  diforders.  As  it  would  render  this  pa- 
per extremely  voluminous  to  detail  the  par- 
ticular cafes  which  I  have  met  with,  I  fliall 
merely  relate  the  obfervations  which  I  have 
made,  and  the  inferences  which  I  have  drawn 
from  them;  that  the  profeflion  in  general 
may  inveftigate  the  fubjecl,  and  determine 
how  far  thefe  obfervations  and  opinions  are 
correft. 

Firft, 


OF    THE    URETHRA,    <?CC.  2!23 

Firft,  then,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  a 
flate  of  inflammation  and  irritation  may  take 
place  in  the  remote  part  of  the  urethra  to  a 
greater  or  lefs  extent.  It  may  produce  in  the 
proftate  that  pecuhar  feniibiUty  of  the  part 
which  I  have  defcribed ;  and  in  the  perinasum 
it  may  caufe  contraftions  of  different  parts  of 
the  canal.  Either  of  thefe  affedtions  may  be 
more  permanent  than  the  other,  even  where 
each  part  has  been  equally  afFedted  in  the  be- 
ginning. This  ftate  of  inflammation  and  irri- 
tation is  frequently  produced  by  gonorrhoea, 
though  it  may  occur  from  other  caufes.  If, 
injudiciouily,  a  bougie  be  introduced  when 
this  diforder  firfl;  occurs  in  a  gonorrhoea,  nu- 
merous fpafmo  die  ftricftures^  are  met  with; 
the  patient  becom.es  alarmed  by  the  difficulty 
of  pafling  the  inlri-ument,  and  by  the  name 
of  ftriclures,  and  confults  a  more  experienced 
furgeon,  who  directs  local  Vv^arm  bathing,  and 

*  I  have  ufed  the  term  fpnfmodlc  itriraires  in  the  iiidifci(i- 
roinate  manner  in  which  it  is  generally  employed,  though  I  am 
aware  that  it  is  ohje6tionablc :  a  ftri6lure  from  fpafm  is  not  a 
ftridure;  and  a  ftri6iure  may  be  iiritable  or  fpafmodical,  or 
otherwife. 

the 
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the  application  of  leeches  to  the  perin^tirri.- 
The  dilbrder  is  cured  ;  the  patient  expects  that 
jftrictures  remain ;  a  full-iized  bougie  is  intro- 
duced to  fatisfj  him,  which  palTes  without  the 
leaft  difficulty.  I  am  unable  to  determine 
whether  in  fuch  cafes  the  urethra  is  affected 
in  the  firtl;  inllance  in  that  part  which  pafles 
through  the  proftate,  as  I  never  made  any 
examination  under  thefe  circumftances,  though 
I  think  it  very  probable  that  it  is  fo.  When 
a  gleet  becomes  unufually  protracted,  it  is 
frequently  owing  to  the  effects  of  this  difor- 
der  in  the  remote  part  of  the  urethra,  main- 
taining a  degree  of  irritation  in  the  front. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  allowable  to 
introduce  a  bougie,  when  ftridlures  will  fre- 
quently be  found  in  the  perineum ;  and  in 
many  cafes,  the  patients  whom  I  have  attended 
have  experienced  thofe  fenfations,  which  are 
characleriitic  of  tendernefs  in  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  where  it  paiTes  through  the 
proftate.  If,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  origin 
of  thofe  cafes,  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
attend  in  their  advanced  ftages,  we  might  ex- 
ped:  to  find  the  diforder  of  the  urethra  various 

with 
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With  reiped  to  the  kind  and  extent  of  the 
difeafe.     That  it  will  be  found  fo  in  practice 
I  do  not  helitate  to  affirm,  from  the  obferva- 
tions  which  I  have  already  made  relative  to 
this  fui3Je6l.     In  fome  cafes,  ftri6tares  in  that 
part  ^f  the  canal,  which  is  fubject  to  fuch  con- 
traftions,  will  be  the  fole  difeafe.     In  others, 
an  uneaiinefs,    and  fuch  fenfations   as  I  have 
defcribed,  wdll  be  com.plained  of  as  the  bougie 
paiTes  through   the  laft  inch  of  the  urethra^ 
which  is  contained  in  the  proftate  gland.     In 
fome  cafes  alfo,   the  ftriftures  will  be  the  lefs 
degree  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  irritation  in  the 
proftate  the  greater ;  and  in  fome  cafes  it  will 
be  found  that  nothing  is   difcoverable  which 
can  fairlj  be  denominated  a  ftri6lure,  and  yet 
the  tendernefs  which   I  have  defcribed  exills 
in  a  moll  painful  degree.     In  deducing  thefe 
difeafes    fi*om    the    inflammation    which    go- 
norrhoea excites,  I   mean  only  to  trace  them 
from  a  very  common  origin.     The  fame  dif- 
orders  frequently  take  place  without  having 
been  preceded  by  that  complaint.     An  atten- 
tion to  the  circumftances,   which  have  been 
mentioned,  feems  to  me  to  explain  the  contra- 

Q  diclory 


Z2(3  OX  DISEASES 

dictoiy  events  Vvhicli  happen,  when  a  limzlar 
plan  of  treatment  is  purfiied  for  the  cure  of 
difeafes  of  the  urethra.  When  itrictures  are 
the  fole  difeafe,  they  are  often  readily,  and 
generally  permanently,  cm'ed.  When  an  ir- 
ritation, fucli  as  I  have  defcribed,  exifts  in  the 
proliate,  it  is  ditBcult  to  enlarge  the  con- 
tracted portions  of  the  canal ;  and,  when  that 
is  accomplifhed,  the  Itriclures  recur,  as  a  caule 
of  irritation  to  the  urethra  ftill  continues.  In 
fome  cafes,  the  enlargement  of  the  ftridlures 
fails  to  mitigate  the  dyfury,  and  in  others  it  is 
augmented  by  the  meafures,  which  have  been 
employed  to  cure  the  Itriclures,  when  the 
Itate  of  irritation  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
has  been  unadverted  to.  Many,  patients  have 
applied  to  me  under  thefe  circumltances,  after 
having  been  under  the  care  of  other  furgeons. 
They  have  ilated,  that  fmall  bougies  only  could 
be  palled  in  the  firit  iniiance,  and  that  though 
the  largeit  could  now  be  introduced,  the 
complaint  was  no  better  ;  nay,  fome  liave 
thought  themfelves  materially  wcrfe.  A 
bpugic  has  palled  iii  tliefe  cafes  eight  inches, 
without  meeting  any  conliderable  obltruction, 

or 
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or  exciting  much  ftnflition ;  hni,  after  tbi's 
point,  it  cauied  a  moll  acute  and  burning  pain, 
with  vehement  defire  to  make  water.  Some 
have  enquired  if  I  was  withdrawing  the 
bougie,  whilft  it  was  ilowly  proceeding,  and 
lb  me  have  complained  of  great  pain  in  the 
front  of  the  urethra.  Similar  cafes  have  oc- 
curred in  my  own  practice.  I  have  relieved 
Itriftures,  without  materially  benefiting  my 
patients  ;  of  late  years,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
without  making  them  worfe ;  becaufe  1  have 
been  cautious  not  to  hurt  the  canal,  where  it 
pafles  through  the  proftate. 

Some  cafes  of  diforders  of  the  urinary  or- 
gans are  made  w^orfe  in  the  attempt  to  cure 
ftrictures :  and  I  think  I  deliver  an  important 
admonition,  to  the  younger  part  of  the  pro- 
feffion,  when  I  caution  them  to  beware,  in 
their  attempts  to  cure  ftri6tures,  that  they  do 
not  irritate  or  injure  the  lalt  inch  of  that  ca- 
nal, where  there  are  no  ftriclures,  but  in 
which  coniiderable  diforder  m.ay  neverthelefs 
exill. 


Q  2 
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In  fome  cafes  of  difeafed  urethra,  which  I 
have  not  unfrequently  met  with,  ltri6tures  are. 
found,  through  which  a  fmall  bougie  pafles 
with  difficulty  ;  and  it  produces  thofe  fenfa- 
tions,  in  palling  through  the  proftate,  w^hich 
I  have  defcribed,  as  pecuhar  to  that  part  of 
the  canal  when  in  a  difeafed  ftate.  The  pa- 
tient, however,  experiences  relief  from  the 
introduftion  of  the  bougie ;  and  if  it  be  palTed 
again  on  the  third  day,  it  will  meet  with  no 
oblira61ion  from  the  llridures,  and  caufe  lefs 
unealinefs  in  palTmg  through  the  prollate.  I 
have  then  taken  a  bougie  of  a  larger  fize, 
fuch  as  it  w^ould  have  been  impoflible  to  in- 
troduce in  the  firil  inftance,  and  this  has 
palTed  through  the  ItriAures  to  the  diltance  of 
eight  inches  ;  but  I  have  forborne  to  carry  it 
any  farther,  left  I  fliould  irritate  the  urethra 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  It  appears 
therefore  to  me,  that  you  may  relieve  or  ag- 
gravate ftrid:ures  in  fuch  cafes  in  proportion 
as  you  diminifn  or  augment  the  morbid  fenli- 
bility  of  the  remote  part  of  the  urethra ;  and 
an  attention  to  the  ftate  of  this  part  is  on 
this  account  of  the  greateft  importance. 

Haying 
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Having  thus  adverted  to  the  probal^le  origin 
of  the  difeafe,  v^hich  I  am  enclcavoiiring  to 
defcribe,  and  its  connexion  with  llridures,  I 
proceed  to  obferve,  that  fuch  a  Hate  of  mor- 
bid fenfibility  in  that  portion  of  the  urethra, 
which  pafles  through  the  prollate,  may  per- 
haps exift  as  a  fymptom  of  an  irritable  blad- 
der. If  the  lining  of  the  bladder  were  in- 
flamed and  irritable,  it  is  probable  that  the 
diforder  would  extend  into  the  urethra  for 
fome  fmall  diliance.  In  the  fourth  cafe,  I 
believe  that  the  difeafe  in  queftion  was  com- 
phcated  with  an  irritable  ftate  of  the  bladder ; 
but  w^h ether  it  w^as  to  be  confidered  as  an 
adjund:  circumftance,  or  in  the  relation  of 
caufe  or  effeft,  cannot  be  determined.  The 
irritability  of  the  bladder  was  diminifned,  but 
not  cured,  by  the  treatment  w  hich  lelTened 
this  difeafe.  In  one  gentleman,  w^ho  appa- 
rently died  of  an  irritable  bladder,  and  who 
complained  of  the  fenfations,  w^hich  I  have 
defcribed,  in  an  acute  degree,  on  the  bougie 
palTing  through  the  proltate,  the  difeafed 
parts  were  examined,  but  very  trivial  morbid 
appearances   were  obferved.      The  lining  ot 

the 
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the  bladder  was  not  perfeftly  natural,  and 
was  inflamed ;  yet  the  difeafed  appearances 
were  not  ftriking ;  and  in  the  urethra  the  de- 
viation from  the  healthy  ltru6lure  was  ftill 
lefs  fo. 

It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  fuch  a 
morbid  fenlibihty  of  the  proftatic  urethra 
may  arife  from  an  irritable  bladder.  Perhaps, 
alfo,  it  may  occalionally  arife  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  laft  ftri(3:ure.  Many  patients  with 
ftriclures,  who  complained  much  of  the  fen- 
fations  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  treatment  of  their 
complaint,  have  ailerted,  that  they  felt  no 
iinufual  fenfations  when  the  bougie  pafled 
through  the  proltate,  after  the  ftriclures  had 
been  cured.  Yet,  though  I  would  admit  that 
a  tendernefs  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra  in 
the  proftate  may  fo  me  times  arife  from  its  prox- 
imity and  continuity  with  the  hning  of  the  bkid- 
der,  or  with  the  laft  Itrifture,  I  think  it  more 
frequently  exifts  as  an  original  and  indepen- 
dent difeafe.  It  has  been  ihewn,  that  it  may 
render  the  bladder  irritable,  and  excite  con- 
tractions 
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tractions  in  the  nrctlira.  Some  cafes  have 
been  adduced,  which  ihew  that  this  Hate  may 
€xiit,  and  yet  the  bladder  n^ay  not  l)e  con- 
Itantly  irritable,  but  tliat  it  may  be  aiR'cled 
by  fits.  1  have  ahb  met  with  a  cafe  ^where 
this  feniibility  exilled  in  an  extreme  degree, 
and  yet  it  feemed  to  have  very  little  influence 
on  the  bladder.  I  have  hkewife  known  this 
irritable  liate  of  the  urethra  complicated  with 
the  common  enlargement  of  the  proftate. 

I  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  relate  what 
I  have  obferved  refpedting  the  treatment  of 
the  difeafe,  w^hich  I  have  been  defcribing. 
The  three  lirft  cafes  ilievv^,  in  a  llriking  man- 
ner, tlie  advantage  derived  from  the  intro- 
duction of  bougies ;  and  I  have  ihcn  many 
limilar  ones,  though  I  fcxircely  think  fo  de- 
monftrative  of  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 
treatment..  I  know  fome  patients  with  oc- 
cafional  attacks  of  dyfury,  and  who  have 
this  tendernefs  of  the  remote  part  of  the  ure- 
thra, in  whom  the  passage  of  a  bougie,  toge- 
ther with  Vv'arm  bathing  of  the  perinccum  and 
adjacent  parts,  very  fpeedily  relies  es  a  difeaie, 

which 
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which  had  proved  very  tedious  and  diilreffing, 
before  thefe  meafures  were  adopted.  If  a  bou- 
gie be  introduced,  for  the  firlt  time,  in  a  cafe 
of  this  defcription,  fevere  pain  is  felt,  and 
faintnefs  is  occaiioned  :  if  this  operation  be 
repeated  three  days  afterwards,  the  pain  per^ 
haps  is  much  lefs  fevere,  and  it  may  dimi- 
nifli  at  each  fucceeding  introduction  of  the 
inftrument.  Should  this  be  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  furely  nothing  need  be  farther  faid  in 
commendation  of  this  mode  of  treatment. 
The  morbid  fenfibility  of  parts  is  dimainifhed 
by  it.  This  happened  in  the  three  firfl:  cafes 
in  a  remarkable  degree,  and  I  have  known  it 
take  place  in  many  others.  Nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  this  event  that  fhould  excite  far- 
prife  :  every  furgeon  is  familiar  with  the  fame 
circumftance,  with  relation  to  ftri6iures  in  the 
urethra.  The  firft  introductions  of  a  bougie 
are  very  painful ;  the  fubfequent  ones  ai'e  tvtn 
difregarded.  Still,  however,  I  think  it  may 
be  ufeful  to  dwell  a  little  on  this  fubject,  and 
conlider  the  probable  caufes  of  theie  effects^ 
as  it  may  tend  to  eftabliHi  rules  for  our  con- 
du6l  in  practice.     It  appears  to  mc,   that  wc 

diminifli 


OF  THE  URETHRA,    &C.  233 

diminilh  the  morbid  as  well  as  the  natural 
lenlibility  of  parts  by  doing  thern  a  degree  of 
violence,  lliort  of  that  which  produces  a  kind 
of  re-aftion  in  them,  by  which  their  fenfibility 
is  heightened.  This  is,  indeed,  the  confidera- 
tion,  which  guides  my  practice  in  thefeandin 
many  other  cafes.  If,  even  in  ftriflures  of 
the  urethra,  the  fenfibility  of  the  canal  be- 
comes increafed  by  the  introdu6tion  of  bou- 
gies, or,  in  other  words,  if  inflammation  is 
excited,  furely  it  is  wrong  to  profecute  fach 
mcafures  at  this  juncture.  If  the  morbid  fen- 
fibility be  diminifned,  we  may  ufe  more  free- 
dom in  the  profecutioti  of  our  meafures.  In 
paffing  the  bougie,  in  the  cafes  now  under 
confideration,  it  ought  at  firfi,  I  think,  to  be 
fo  fmall  as  not  at  all  to  difl:end  the  irritable 
urethra.  I  have  always  curved  it  confiderably, 
and  kept  the  point  in  contact  with  the  upper 
furface  of  the  urethra,  as  it  pailes  through 
the  gland.  I  recommend  wiwm  bathing  to 
the  periuceum,  with  a  view^  to  obviate  or  di- 
minilh  irritation.  If  I  find,  on  the  fecond  in- 
troduction of  the  bougie,  the  fenfibility  of  the 
parts  diminifiied,  it  induces  me  afterwards  to 

proceed 
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proceed  more  freely  ;  but  at  all  times  Vvitli  a 
caution  excited  and  regulated  by  the  con- 
lideration  which  I  have  mentioned.  Now, 
thoup'h  fiich  conduct  has  been  fuccefsful  in 
many  initances,  I  am  concerned  to  itate,  that 
it  has  failed  in  fome  others ;  and,  when  I 
clearly  afcertain  that  I  am  not  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed,  I  ceafe  to  make  farther  attempts  by  the 
introduction  of  bougies,  and  purfiie  only  ge- 
neral methods,  fuch  as  warm  bathing,  bleed- 
ing by  leeches,  &c.  When  there  are  Itric- 
tures,  w^hich  it  is  right  to  enlarge,  I  pafs  the 
bougie  through  the  laft  ftriciure,  without  car- 
rying it  on,  fo  as  to  irritate  the  tender  part  of 
the  urethra,  which  lies  behind  it.  A  know- 
led2;e  of  the  nature  of  difeafes  cannot  but  be 
deiirable,  even  though  it  does  not  enable  us 
to  cure  them  all.  If  ftridlures  are  removed, 
and  dyfury  remains,  I  believe  it  is  common 
to  confider  it  as  ariiino;  from  an  irritable 
bladder :  now,  though  this  may  be  a  general 
truth,  there  are  many  exceptions.  I  do  not 
find  that  attention  is  paid  to  that  defcription 
of  cafes,  \A  hich  makes  the  fubjecl  of  the  pre- 
fent  paper :    I  vras   unacqu-iinted  with  them 

till 
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till  I  met  with  the  cafes  which  I  fird  men- 
tioned :  the  knowledge  which  I  have  thus 
obtained  has  enabled  me  to  afford  relief  in 
many  cafes,  and  has  prevented  me  from  error 
in  others. 


On 
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On  the  Treatment  of  one  Species  of  the 
Nasvi  Materni. 


I  Ihall  relate  two  cafes,  and  fay  a  few  words 
on  the  treatment  of  this  complaint,  which  is 
a  congenital  deformity,  conlilling  in  a  clufter 
of  enlarged  velfels,  filled,  and  occafionally 
diftended  by  the  influx  of  blood  from  nu- 
merous furrounding  arteries.  The  deformity 
to  which  I  allude  is  fo  well  known,  and  fo 
frequent  an  occurrence,  as  to  preclude  the 
neceffity  of  any  defcription.  IMr.  John  Bell 
has  of  late  propofed  an  ingenious  theory  of 
its  formation,  and  has  denominated  it  an  aneu- 
ryfmal  enlargement  of  the  yeflels,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  anaftomofes.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  repletion,  diftention,  and 
confequent  enlargement  of  the  dilated  yeflels 

depends 
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depends  upon  a  kind  of  inflammatory  action 
of  the  furrounding  arteries ;  for,  if  that  be 
wanting,  the  mark  ceafcs  to  enlarge,  and  if 
prefent,  it  increafes  in  iize  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  inflammatory  adiion.  In  many 
cafes  thefe  marks,  having  increafed  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  ceafe  to  enlarge ;  they  then  re- 
main ftationary,  or  gradually  diminilh,  till 
they  almoll  difappear.  This  occurrence  is 
not  fo  frequent  as  to  induce  furgeons  to 
expe<ft  fuch  an  event,  or  to  prohibit,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  expectation,  their  removal. 
For,  if  they  continue  to  enlarge,  the  ope- 
ration muft  be  commenfurate  to  their  fize. 
The  confequences  of  their  burfl:ing  are  alarm- 
ing and  vexatious.  It  is  not,  however,  my 
intention  to  fpeak  of  thefe  afFedtions  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  to  ftatc  what,  perhaps,  may 
in  fome  inftances  be  done  with  fuccefs,  when 
the  removal  of  the  unnatural  ltru6ture  cannot 
be  accompliflied.  For  this  preternatural  en- 
largement of  veflTels  is  not  always  cutaneous. 
I  have  fetn.  it  occupying  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  cheek,  neither  appearing  beneath  the 
ikin  nor  the  membrane  of  the  mouth :  I  have 

met 
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met  with  it  in  the  orbit  of  the  ere,  and 
have  found  it  covering  the  whole  of  an  extre-^ 
mitv,  or  nearly  one  half  of  the  trunk  of  the 
body.  If  any  means  can  be  purfued,  under 
fuch  circumftances,  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
the  complaint,  they  furely  deferve  attention. 
I  w^as  lately  fo  fortunate  as  to  fucceed  in  fuch 
endeavours,  in  cafes,  the  relation  of  which  is 
mj  chief  object  at  prefent. 

C  A  S  E. 

A  child  about  two  months  old  was  brought 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital,  with  this  un- 
natural enlargement  of  veflels,  diftributed 
every  where  beneath  the  fore  arm,  from  the 
wrift  to  the  elbow.  In  a  fliort  time  it  had 
fwollen  to  that  degree,  that  the  circumference 
of  the  afife61ed  fore  arm  was  twice  the  fize  of 
the  other.  The  vellels  were  large  and  con- 
torted ;  and  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  their 
appearance,  I  may  m.ention  that  the  child's 
mother  affirmed  that  they  refembled  the  en- 
trails of  a  pig,  with  which  Ihe  had  either  been 
frightened  or  difgulted  during  her  pregnancy. 

The 
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The  fkin  was  of  a  dulky  1jik%  and  liad  not 
its  natural  linoothnels  of  fiirfacc.  The  brat 
of  tills  fore-arm  was  much  greater  tlian  that 
of  the  correfponding  found  one.  PrclTure 
forced  the  blood  out  of  the  veflcls,  and  tem- 
porarily diminiflied  the  bulk  of  the  limb, 
and  made  it  of  a  paler  colour.  The  child's 
mother  lives  at  Turnham  Green,  where 
Mr.  Graham,  an  ingenious  furgcon,  who 
was  for  a  long  time  a  ftudent  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hofpital,  alfo  relides.  I  recjiieited 
this  gentleman  to  take  charge  of  the  cafe, 
^nd  try  the  eflect  of  the  following  plan  of 
treatment,  which  it  feemed  to  me  right  to 
inltitute.  Firll,  I  was  deurous  of  afcertainiiig 
whether  a  permanent  and  equable  preiliire 
would  not  prevent  the  diitenfion  and  confe- 
quent  enlargement  of  the  turgid  veil  els  ; 
fecondly,  whether  reducing  tlie,  tem.perature 
of  the  limb  would  not  diminilh  the  inliam- 
matory    action,    upon   which    their    repletioti* 

icemed  to  depend.   Theie  two  intentions  admit-  " 

J. 

ted  of  being  readily  acccmplifiied.     A  niiauy-, 
tailed    bandage    of     liicking    plalter    feemed 

adequate 
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adequate  to  eliect  the  firil,  and  wetting  the 
limb  with  water  the  latter.  Thcfe  meafures 
were  judicioiifly  carried  into  effect  by  ]\Ir.  Gra- 
ham; the  preliure  was  firlt  made  llightly, 
and  afterwards  more  forcibly,  as  the  part 
feemed  to  bear  it  without  inconvenience.  A 
roller  was  applied  over  the  plaiter  and  kept 
w^et,  if  the  limb  felt  hotter  than  natural,  fo 
as  to  regulate  its  temperature.  The  fuccefs 
of  thefe  meafures  exceeded  our  moit  fanguine 
expectations.  The  lize  of  the  limb  gradually 
diminifhed,  and  its  temperature  became  natu- 
ral. After  lix  months,  Mr.  Graham  removed 
the  bandages,  which  it  was  not  neceilary  to 
continue  any  longer.  The  limb  was  in  fome 
degree  w^afted,  from  preffure  and  difeafe,  but 
it  foon  gradually  re-acquired  its  natural  lizcr 
After  the  bandages  had  been  left  off  for  a 
month,  I  faw  the  child.  The  fkin  was  pale 
and  had  a  flightly  flirivelled  appearance.  The 
contorted  veffels  felt  like  folid  chords  inter- 
pofed  between  it  and  the  fafcia  of  the  fore- 
arm. 

CASE. 
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CASE. 


A  child  Ixad  this  unnatural  Hate  of  the  veffels 
la  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  They  gradually  in- 
creafed  in  magnitude,  and  extended  themfelves 
into  the  upper  eye-lid,  fo  as  to  keep  it  per*- 
manently  clofed.  The  clultered  veflels  alfo 
projected  out  of  the  orbit,  at  the  upper  part, 
and  made  the  integuments  protrude,  forming 
a  tumour  as  large  as  a  walnut,  Of  courfe,  the 
removal  of  this  difeafe  did  not  appear  practica- 
ble. I  was  confalted  on  this  cafe  by  Mr.  Hur- 
lock,  whom  I  told  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  former 
experiment.  Preflure  to  any  extent  was  here 
evidently  impoflible ;  but  the  abftraclion  of 
heat,  and  confequent  diminution  of  inllamma-^ 
tory  action  might  be  attempted.  I  recom^ 
mended  that  folded  linen,  wet  with  rofe  wa-r 
ter  faturated  with  alum,  fliould  be  bound  oq 
to  the  projecting  part,  and  kept  conftantly 
damp.  Under  this  treatment  the  diforder  aa 
regularly  receded  as  it  had  before  increafed. 
After  about  three  months  it  had  gradually 
funk  within   the  orbit,  and  the   child  could 

R.  open 


2A2  ON    THE    TREATMENT 

open  its  ej'e.  Shortly  afterwards  all  medical 
treatment  was  difcontinued,  and  no  appear- 
ance of  this  unnatural  ftrudure  remains. 

A  third  cafe  of  a  very  extenfive  mark  of 
this  defcription,  covering  the  back  aiiiJ  fhoul- 
der,  got  well,  as  I  am  informed,  by  the  fame 
treatment.  I  have  not,  however,  been  able 
to. learn  the  particulars.  It  appears  to  m.e 
pr6bable,  trom  the  foregoing  cafes,  that  if  the 
preternatural  diltention  of  the  veflels  could  be 
prevented,  the  blood  might  coagulate  in  them_ ; 
and  thus  this  unnatural  contexture  @f  velfels, 
being  rendered  im.pervioas,  might  become  ob- 
literated. 

The  beft  mode  of  obtaining  and  increafing 
profeffional  knowledge  is,  in  my  opinion,  to 
pay  that  itricl  attention  to  cafes,  which  enables 
us  to  note  thofe  nice  ihades  of  difference,  which 
diftinguifli  difeafes  from  each  other ;  and  alfg 
tp  form  fome  regular  arrangement  of  them ; 
fo  that,  ultimately,  u^e  may  be  able  to  difcover 
their  natural  feries  and  order.  This  method  I 
have  purfued  from  the  beginning  of  my  pro- 
feffional 
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feflional   ftudies.      Whenever    the    0])inions, 
which  an  attention   to  cafes  had  impretred  on 
my  mind,  differed  from   thofe  which  fcemed 
to  prevail  amongft  other  praditioners,  T  pub- 
lifhed  the  cafes,    and  the  inferences  which   I 
drew  from  them  ;  becaufe  I  thought  the  Cafes, 
at  leail,  deferved  attention,  and  that  the  jaft- 
nefs  of  my  opinions  would  either  be  confirm- 
ed or  confuted  by  thofe  of  the  pubUc.     It  is 
alfo  of  acknowledged    utihty  to  the  promo- 
tion of   fcience,  to  excite  inveftigation,  and 
even  publicly  to  announce  the  deficiencies  of 
our  knowledge.     Such   were    the  confidera- 
tions,  which  induced  me  to  lay  before  the 
pubhc   my  former  and  the  prefent  elTliys  and 
obfervations.     I  am  induced  to   mention  my 
motives,    though  indeed  they  are  fufficiently 
apparent,    becaufe  I  fufpeCt  that  I  may,  on 
this  occalion,  be  again  cenf.ired  for  producing 
unHnifhed  performances,    and  for  not  payii^g 
futficient  attention   to   the  records  of  fimilar 
cafes,  which  are  contained  in  books.     The  very 
deiign  of  the  work  includes  in  it,  however,  a 
degree  and  acknowledgment  of  imperfection  ; 

and 
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and  what  I  wilh  to  obferve  on  this   fubjeA 
will  be  beft  exprefled  in  the  w  ords  of  Horace  : 

*'  EJl  quodam  prodire  temis  i  Ji  non  datiir  ultra.'" 

For  my  apparent  inattention  to  reading  on 
the  fubjecfts,  which  it  is  the  intention  of 
thefe  eflays  and  obfervations  to  illulirate,  I 
have  formerly  affigned,  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  an  adequate  apology— 

*^  In  proportion  as  we  advance  in  know- 
ledge, we  are  led  to  remark  many  circum- 
ftances  in  the  progrefs  of  a  diforder,  which 
had  before  paffed  without  notice  ;  but  which, 
if  known  and  duly  attended  to,  would  clearly 
point  out  the  nature  of  the  complaint.  Hence 
the  records  of  former  cafes  are  of  much  lefs 
value ;  as  the  fymptoms,  about  which  w^e  are 
now  anxious  to  inquire,  have,  in  them,  been 
entirely  overlooked."  To  adduce  cafes  with- 
out opportunities  of  identifying  them,  would 
Only  lead  to  controverly. 

Again  then  I  publilh  a  work,  m  ith  all  thefe 
•4mperfed:ions,  regardlefs  too  of  my  own  re- 
putation. 
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putalion,  wliilft  I  am  confcious  of  perform inf^ 
a  duty  in  not  fecreting  knowledge,  or  making 
it  merely  fubfervient  to  private  views  ;  but  in 
publifliing  information,  which  could  not  be 
colled:ed  without  opportunities  that  few  pof^ 
fefs,  and  wliich  may,  in  various  ways,  con- 
tribute to  promote  the  advancement  of  medi- 
cal knowledge. 


Printed  by  J.  Kicliojs  and  Sofl, 
Ked  Lion-Passagu,  Flcet-Screet> 
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